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INTRODUCTION 


The Byzantine empire in the seventh century was overtaken by 
successive waves of radical change, in respect of its internal struc- 
tures, both imperial and social, and its religious groupings as 
defined by the Council of Chalcedon (451). In the midst of agitated 
Christological controversies, Arab and Persian attacks rocked the 
empire’s physical foundations and exploited existing weaknesses 
based on divisions between Chalcedonian and non-Chalcedonian 
communities.’ Several centuries of controversy over what it meant 
to say that Christ was “God made man’ culminated in two dis- 
putes, over the number of activities in Christ and the number of 
wills. The doctrines of monenergism (one ‘energy or activity in 
Christ) and monotheism (one will which subsumed both human 
and divine aspects) were instigated by theologians close to the 
court, particularly the patriarch of Constantinople, as a way of 
shoring up ecclesiastical unity in a time of political turmoil. With 
Avar—Slav enemies to the north and Persians and Arabs to the 
east, the last thing Emperor Heraclius needed was a recalcitrant 
monk stirring up dissent in Africa and Italy. ‘This was Maximus 
the Gonfessor, whose theological obstinacy had a quite unprece- 
dented impact on Heraclius’ precarious hold on imperial rule in 
the declining capital of Constantinople. Even the patriarch 
Pyrrhus was at one stage persuaded by Maximus’ powers of 
rhetoric to defect to the dyothelite (two-will) camp, albeit tempor- 
arily. ‘he monastic resistance led by Maximus gained the support 
of popes John IV, ‘Theodore, and Martin I, and found many other 
followers in the West. The strength of western opposition to the 
unperial doctrine can be judged by the convocation of 150 bishops 
atthe Lateran Synod in Rome in 649. Their opposition eventually 
led to Martin, Maximus, and his disciple Anastasius being brought 


' In general, we have preferred to use throughout this introduction the term ‘non- 
Chaicedonian’ for the churches which have traditionally been labelled by their opponents 
as ‘monophysite’, given the religious prejudice the latter term connotes. 
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to trial on trumped-up charges in Constantinople, where they 
were condemned to torture and eventual death in exile, under 
appalling physical conditions. 

The seven documents translated in this volume constitute a 
unique contemporary witness to Maximus’ and Martin’s stalwart 
opposition to imperial edicts enforcing adherence to monenergism 
and monothelitism. They cover events from the time of Maximus’ 
arrival in Constantinople for his first trial in 655; the futile 
attempts to persuade him to accept the imperial compromise; to 
his final trial in the capital in 662, and his death in Lazica, on the 
coast of the Black Sea. They provide a rare insight into the difficult 
period of transition from the decentralized provincial system of 
government that characterized Late Antiquity, to a more hier- 
archical structure centred on the power of the emperor in 
Constantinople. ‘They also shed light on some lesser-known but 
significant participants in the monothelite controversy, several of 
whom followed their master into exile in Lazica: Maximus’ two 
disciples Anastasius the monk and Anastasius the Apocrisiarius, 
and their friends Theodore Spoudaeus, Theodosius of Gangra, 
and the brothers ‘Theodore and Euprepius. 

These documents were translated into Latin in the late ninth 
century by Anastasius Bibliothecarius, papal librarian and diplo- 
mat of the Frankish Emperor Louis II. Anastasius’ interest in the 
monothelite dispute was political rather than theological, and his 
choice of works for translation reflects his collaboration with Pope 
Nicholas I to promote papal primacy, both in relation to the 
Franks and the emperor of the East. Anastasius’ translation is 
particularly important because it pre-dates any of the existing 
Greek manuscripts, thus providing the earliest and most complete 
witness to the tradition. For one of the seven texts presented here, 
the Latin version is our sole witness, and for another it supplies a 
lacuna in the single Greek witness. 


I. THE MONOTHELITE CONTROVERSY AND ITS 
CHRISTOLOGY 


In this brief introduction we seek to place the documents in their 
historical context by giving an account of the origins, both internal 
and external, of the monenergist and monothelite doctrines, and 
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the role that these played in the imperial struggle for religious 
authority and ecclesiastical unity in the seventh century. The theo- 
logical implications of the heterodox teaching will be examined, 
together with the scriptural and patristic sources cited by those 
who resisted it. Although dyothelite orthodoxy was ultimately 
vindicated by the Sixth Ecumenical Council held in Constanti- 
nople in 680/1, where both the human will and the divine will of 
Christ were affirmed, this decision came several decades too late 
to save the lives of several martyrs for the cause. 

The late 620s saw a renewed attempt by the imperial church to 
establish religious unity in the Byzantine empire, and to heal the 
schism between those who accepted the Council of Chalcedon 
(451) and those who felt it had betrayed Cyril of Alexandria. 
The monenergist compromise was the shrewd design of Sergius, 
patriarch of Constantinople, under the auspices of Emperor 
Herachwus; it was crystallized in the Alexandrian Pact of Union 
welcomed by Cyrus, patriarch of Alexandria and imperial flunky, 
in 633. By this agreement, Cyrus claimed to have effected union of 
the non-Chalcedonian party with the imperial ‘orthodoxy’, that 1s, 
supporters of monenergism in Egypt. Sergius and Herachus 
hoped that the rest of the empire would follow suit, and certainly 
there was a deafening silence on the theological front until 
Sophronius spoke out against it in 633. The doctrinal edifice of 
monenergism was built upon three pillars: first, the recognition of 
the Cyrilline doctrine of ‘one incarnate nature of God the Word’; 
second, an acceptance of the theopaschite formula, that is, the 
statement that “one of the Trinity suffered in the flesh’; and finally, 
the ps.-Dionysian affirmation of ‘a new (or ‘single’) theandric 
activity’ in Christ after the union.’ Both the statements of Cyril 
and ps.-Dionysius the Areopagite seemed, on a superficial read- 
ing, to endorse the existence of a single activity in Christ. 


II. CONCILIAR BACKGROUND TO MONENERGISM 


The doctrine of monenergism was the perhaps inevitable outcome 
of centuries of conflict between the churches over the orthodox 
definition of the nature or natures of Christ, which had prompted 


2 xow7n/ Kai} Beavdpixt) évépyera: on the textual variation of this phrase see n. 33 below. 


See also Louth, Maximus, 11-13 for further explication of these three doctrines. 
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the convocation of three Ecumenical Councils.? Emperor Justin I 
(518-27) gave imperial support to Chalcedon, bringing the 
Acacian schism—caused by the non-Chalcedonian leanings of a 
previous patriarch of Constantinople, Acacius (472-89)—to an 
end in 518.* Under his successor, Justinian, there was an attempt, 
known as Neo-Chalcedonianism or Cyrilline Chalcedonianism, to 
show that the findings of Chalcedon were consonant with the 
teaching of Cyril. In particular they sought to endorse the Cyril- 
line doctrine of “one incarnate nature of God the Word’. 

Emperor Justinian initiated discussions in Constantinople in 
532 to test a new strain of Cyrilline Chalcedonianism, based on the 
theopaschite formula promulgated by a group of Scythian monks 
in Rome during Justin I’s rule, that is, the affirmation that ‘one of 
the Trinity suffered in the flesh’.° Theopaschism had become asso- 
ciated with the non-Chalcedonians after Peter the Fuller, patri- 
arch of Antioch (d. 488), added the phrase ‘who was crucified for 
us’ to the 7rzsagion in the liturgy, as a reminder that it was God the 
Word who suffered in the flesh, and not just the human Christ. 
This addition was at first resisted in Constantinople where the 
Trisagion was thought to address the Trinity rather than Christ, as 
in the Antiochene usage.° By accepting the monks’ formula, the 
emperor hoped to show that the Chalcedonian church embraced 
theopaschitism, thus removing one of the obstacles to unity with 
the church of Antioch. 


3 ie. the Third Ecumenical Council of Ephesus (431), the Fourth Ecumenical Council of 
Chalcedon (451), and the Fifth Ecumenical Council of Constantinople (553), as well as the 
‘Robber Synod’ at Ephesus (449). 

* Acacius composed the Henoticon under Emperor Zeno’s authority in 482. This was a 
compromise statement endorsing monophysitism and was designed to achieve unity in the 
eastern provinces, Acacius re-established the non-Chalcedonian Peter Mongus (‘the 
hoarse’), whom he had previously deposed, as patriarch of Alexandria, thus prompting the 
bishop of Rome, Felix II, to convene a synod in Rome condemning the Henoticon and 
anathematising Acacius and Peter Mongus. This led to schism, which lasted until Justin’s 
acceptance of Ghalcedonianism in 518. 

> On these ‘conversations’ see 8. Brock, “The Conversations with the Syrian Orthodox 
under Justinian (532)’, Orientaha Chrishana Periodica 47 (1981), 87-121; repr. in S. Brock, Studies 
in Syriac Christianity. History, Literature and Theology, Collected Studies Series 357 (London: 
Variorum Reprints, 1992), 87-121, ch. 13; see also the detailed discussion in Grillmeier 2/2. 
232-48. On the Scythian monks and their activities see Grillmeier 2/2. 317-27. K.-H. 
Uthemann provides a bibliography of recent literature on Neo-Chalcedonianism in his 
article “Der Neuchalkedonismus als Vorbereitung des Monotheletismus. Ein Beitrag zum 
eigentlichen Anliegen des Neuchalkedonismus’, Studia Patristica 29 (Leuven: Peeters, 1997), 
373-413; here, 413. 

6 The Trisagion or “Thrice-Holy’ is the chant: ‘Holy God, holy Mighty, holy Immortal, 


have mercy upon us.’ 
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Justinian continued persecution of the Nestorian church in 542 
with the renewed condemnation of the Three Chapters, which were 
composed of the writings of Theodore of Mopsuestia, and the 
works against Cyril by Theodoret of Cyrrhus and Ibas of Edessa. 
The emperor had been persuaded by the Origenist Theodore 
Askidas that this was the only way to end the separation of the 
non-Chalcedonians. The development ofa rival Jacobite clergy in 
Syria and Asia Minor under the charismatic leadership of Jacob 
Baradaeus from the time of his consecration as bishop of Edessa in 
543 defeated Justinian’s efforts towards reconciliation, and he 
turned instead to persecution of the non-Chalcedonian churches 
of Syria, Egypt, and Armenia. When this achieved no significant 
progress towards ecclesiastical unity, he convoked the Fifth 
Ecumenical Council in 553 in an effort to achieve universal con- 
demnation of the three Syrian fathers, and acceptance of the theo- 
paschite formula, and to clarify that the mtention of Chalcedon 
was to embrace the teaching that the divine Logos was the 
hypostasis of the incarnate Christ. Thus the Cyrilline position was 
declared acceptable as long as it was interpreted in accordance 
with the Holy Fathers’ teaching.’ Followers of Severus—the 
Jacobites in Syria, and the Theodosians in Egypt—-were unim- 
pressed by the condemnation of the Three Chapters, and chose not 
to re-enter into communion with Constantinople. Likewise, the 
Syriac church in Persia remained staunchly Nestorian, holding a 
council in 554 to reafirm their commitment to the teaching of two 
natures in the Incarnate Word. The bishop of Rome, Vigilius 
(537-55), whose patrons were Belisarius, defender of the city 
against the Goths, and the empress Theodora, initially took the 
imperial position on the question of natures. However, in 540 he 
was forced to make a statement confessing a strictly two-nature 
doctrine to the emperor which was more representative of the 
faith of the western churches.® Under his leadership, the Roman 
and African Catholic churches also initially opposed Justinian’s 
condemnation of the Three Chapters, published between 543 and 
546. The Fifth Ecumenical Council was convened in 553 to 


7 See Anathema VUI, Eighth Session of the Fifth Ecumenical Council, Greek text In 
ACO 4, 1. 215-20, and trans. in Hefele—Leclercq, Histoire des Conciles, 3/1. 118-20 and 
Murphy—Sherwood, 341. For the course and significance of the Fifth Ecumenical Council 
see Grillmeier 2/2. 438-62. 

® See Frend, The Rise of the Monophysite Movement (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 1972), 279--82 for a briefaccount of the Three Chapters controversy (544-54). 
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condemn the Three Chapters and yet uphold the Definition of the 
Faith of Chalcedon. The hapless Vigilius, taken by force to 
Constantinople in November 545, was imprisoned and subjected 
to such ill-treatment that he finally capitulated, and gave his sub- 
scription to the canons of the Fifth Ecumenical Council in 
December 553.° He died in Sicily on his way back to Rome in 555, 
thus avoiding what would certainly have been a cold welcome 
home. ‘The bishops of Dalmatia, Milan, and Aquileia, and certain 
African bishops, refused to give their signatures to the proceedings 
of the council, however. The bishops of Grado, Aquileia, and of 
Milan refused to enter into communion with Vigilius’ successor 
Pelagius, who had been a staunch ‘defender of the Three Chapters 
until he was persuaded to change his mind by Justinian.'? The 
western church’s antagonism to umperial interference in ecclesias- 
tical affairs was greatly increased by these events. 


External Causes of Unrest within the Empire 


Thus when Heraclius took the imperial throne in 610, after oust- 
ing the usurper Phocas, he inherited a deeply fragmented empire, 
in both religious and political terms. The ‘everlasting’ peace treaty 
with the Persians of 591 had been broken in 602 by Chosroes II, 
intent on avenging the death of Maurice at the hands of the 
usurper Phocas. Avar—Slav invasions of the European provinces 
had been continual throughout -Phocas’ reign (602-10). The 
Persian king Chosroes refused to sign a. peace treaty with 
Herachius, and the advance of Persian forces in the East from 613 
to 619 led to the loss of Caesarea, Antioch, Damascus, and 
Jerusalem (614), and the subsequent removal of the True Cross 
from the shrine of the Holy Sepulchre by the Persians, followed by 
the loss of Egypt in 619. Thessalonica was held under siege from 
617 to 619, and the Avar threat to the Balkans could only be con- 
tained by the purchase of peace in 620. Heraclius thus turned his 
attention to the reorganization of the Byzantine military forces, 
and led his own forces into battle in Asia Minor in 622, defeating 
the Persians in Armenia in 622/3. Heraclius remained in the East 

? Murphy—Sherwood, 134f. 

© Victor of Tunnuna, Chronicon (a. 558), AAGH Auctores antiquissimi 11, Chronica Minora ii, 
ed. T. Mommsen (Berlin: Weidmann, 1894), 205 = PL 68. 961a. Pelagius had previously 


been a determined opponent of Justmian’s condemnation of the Nestorians: sce 
Murphy-Sherwood, 1235 f. 
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for the next five years, and won a decisive victory near Nineveh in 
627. Chosroes, utterly defeated, was killed in a coup, and 
Byzantium reclaimed all the territory it had lost smce 613. Mean- 
while in Constantinople, the combined Avar—Slav forces had 
arrived within the region of the capital in 625—6, while the Persian 
army waited in Chalcedon for a chance to cross the Bosporus and 
take the Royal City. Patriarch Sergius played a large part in the 
defence, mobilizing the people in a procession of icons through 
the city. The Avar—Slav forces were defeated, and the Slav fleet 
destroyed. The Persians, left with no means to cross the Bosporus, 
eventually withdrew in late 626. Heraclius returned to Constan- 
tinople, having recovered the relic of the True Cross from the 
Persian capital, Ctesiphon (628).'’ Sergius, as defender of the city 
in the emperor’s absence, shared his triumph, thus strengthening 
the alliance between church and state which was to manzfest itself 
clearly throughout the monenergist and monothelite controversies. 

The need for unity among the churches continued to be a 
pressing concern under the subsequent Arab threat. Just as the 
monenergist formula was being accepted at Alexandria in 633, 
Muslim forces began to invade Byzantine territories, after the 
death of their spiritual leader Muhammad in 632. Damascus fell 
to the Muslim forces in 635; Jerusalem was surrendered by the 
patriarch Sophronius in 638; the Muslims advanced imto the 
Persian empire in the 640s, and in 642 took Alexandria, which was 
only briefly recovered by the Byzantine empire in 645. ‘Thus three 
of the five patriarchates passed out of the emperor’s jurisdiction, 
leaving only his own capital and the unruly see of St Peter. ‘The 
exarch of Carthage, Gregory, staged an unsuccessful rebellion in 
645, and Olympius, exarch of Ravenna, followed suit in 649. 
Maximus and Martin respectively were accused of involvement in 
these uprisings. 

Three decades of wars had led to huge numbers of displaced 
people within the bounds of empire. Many Greeks fled from 


" According to Theophanes (trans. G. Mango and R. Scott, The Chronicle of Theophanes the 
Confessor. Byzantine and Near Eastern History AD 284—813 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1997), AM 
6119. 457), Heraclius returned to the capital in 626/7, but this date is uncertain (ibid. 458 
n. 3). Nikephoros claims that Heraclius’ triumphal return took place after the True Cross 
was restored to Jerusalem on Thursday 21: March 630: see B. Flusin, Saint Anastase de Perse et 
Uhistowre de la Palestine au début du VII ¢ siécle, vol. 2 (Paris: Centre National de la Recherche 
Scientifique, 1992), 293-309; cf. V. Grumel, “La réposition de la Vraie Croix a Jérusalem 
par Heraclius: la jour et Pannée’, Byzantinische Forschungen 1 (1966), 139-49. 


8 INTRODUCTION 


the eastern provinces to the western territories of the empire, 
especially Carthage, Sicily, South Italy, and Rome.’* Many of 
these refugees were monks, who founded new monasteries in the 
West, both non-Chalcedonian and Chalcedonian. Maximus the 
Confessor was among this number, and used this forced sojourn 
abroad (€evreia) to his advantage in his campaign against 
imperial heresy. It seemed clear to Maximus, as to others, that 
the Byzantine military defeats were a direct consequence of the 
emperor’s diversion from orthodoxy. In defiance, he turned to the 
only remaining patriarch for support: the bishop of Rome. 


Genesis of the Monenergist and Monothelite Doctrines 


In 616, in an attempt to shore up imperial authority in the wake of 
the Persian invasions of Syria, and with an invasion of Egypt 
imminent, Heraclius’ cousin Nicetas achieved a tentative union 
between the Jacobite and Coptic churches of Syria and Egypt 
respectively.!* From around 616 or 617, Heraclius and the patri- 
arch Sergius saw monenergism as a way to restore ecclesiastical 
unity throughout what was left of the empire: the assertion of a 
unique activity in Christ should appeal to the non-Chalcedonians, 
while the preservation of the affirmation of two natures would 
appease the Chalcedonians. The assertion of ‘one will’ seemed to 
be a natural corollary to the assertion of a single activity. Our evi- 
dence for the early phase of the doctrines comes from Maximus’ 
Dispute with Pyrrhus, which took place in Carthage in July 645,’* the 
Proceedings of the Lateran Council (649) and Constantinople J 
(680/1), and the Vita Maximi.° In 616-18 Sergius presented the 
monenergist doctrine in a letter to the non-Chalcedonian monk 
George Arsas of Alexandria, to the outrage of George’s bishop 
John the Almsgiver, a fierce supporter of Chalcedon.'® Sergius 
asked George to supply him with texts supporting the doctrine.'’ 


‘2 Murphy-Sherwood, 188. 

'3 See D. Olster, ‘Ghalcedonian and Monophysite: the Union of 616’, Bulletin de la Société 
ad’Archéologie Copie 27 (1985), 93-108, on the factors which motivated the various factions 
involved in the reconciliation. This union had nothing to do with the development of the 
monenergist doctrine at the same time by Heraclius. 

'* Dispute with Pyrrhus, PG 91. 332B11-333B8. 

'S Murphy-Sherwood, 172, also mention Maximus’ letter to Marinus of Cyprus, of 
645-6, on which see Sherwood, Date-List, 53-5, nos. 79-85. 

16 Grumel, Regestes, no. 280 (ex. 279). 

17 Murphy—Sherwood, 173. 
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The author of the Vita Maxuni places the weight of blame on 
Athanasius, patriarch of the Jacobites in Antioch (593-631), claun- 
ing that he persuaded Heraclius that he would receive the Council 
of Chalcedon, if the emperor agreed to the doctrine of monenerg- 
ism.'® Theodore of Pharan, a Chalcedonian, was consulted by 
Sergius and persuaded to approve the doctrine. In his letter to 
Theodore, Sergius cited a forged letter of Menas, patriarch of 
Constantinople (536-52) to Pope Vigilius.'? This Libellus, now lost, 
affirmed ‘one activity and one will’ of the incarnate Word.”” Some 
of Theodore’s subsequent writings on the subject have survived, 
including his Letter to Sergius of Arsinoé on the single actwity, and a work 
called The interpretation of patristic texts, which boldly asserts that 
‘Christ’s will in effect is one and it is divine’.?! Sergius also wrote to. 
Paul the Blind, leader of the non-Chalcedonians in Cyprus. Paul 
had met with Heraclius in Armenia (622-3) where the emperor 
made an unsuccessful attempt to convert him to monenergism.” 
Paul was sent back to his archbishop Arcadius in Cyprus, with a 
decree forbidding talk of two activities after the union.” 

The compromise doctrine eventually found its most ready 
adherent in Cyrus of Phasis, in Lazica, who was contacted during 
Heraclius’ campaign there against Persia in 626. Sergius wrote 
to Cyrus on the subject of a single activity in Christ in the same 
year, in answer to his objections to the doctrine** on the grounds 
that 1t was irreconcilable with Pope Leo’s formula: ‘Each form 
(i.e. nature) performs what is proper to it, i communion with the 
other’ (agit enim utraque forma cum alterius commumone quod proprium 
est.) In his reply, Sergius cited the spurious Lzbellus of Menas, ‘in 
which, in a similar way, he taught the doctrine of one will and one 
hfe-giwing operation of the great God and Saviour our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Tit. 2: 13).2° In regard to Leo’s statement Sergius turned the usual 


18 Vita Maximi, PG go. 76014-7782. 

'? Grumel, Regestes, no. 281. See Murphy-Sherwood, 173f for descriptions of Sergius’ 
first four letters on the subject; a brief account of Cyrus’ letter to Theodore of Pharan is 
given in Vita Maximi, PG go. 7707~D3. 

? As mentioned by Maximus in the Dispute with Pyrrhus, PG g1.332B-C. 

*! Extracts of both these texts are translated in Murphy—Sherwood, 350-2. 

*2 Murphy~Sherwood, 173 ¢. 

23 ACO ser. 2, 2/2. 528. 4-10 (= Mansi 11. 5258) in the Letter of Sergius to Cyrus, quoted in 
the twelfth session of the Sixth Ecumenical Council (CPG 7604). . 

* CPG 7610; Grumel, Regestes, no. 285, ACO ser. 2, 2/2. 588, 7-592; 4. 

*° Leo made this statement in his Epist. 11. 4 ad Flavianum, ACO 2. 1. 1, p. 14, lines 27-9. 

6 CPG 7604, ACO ser. 2, 2/2. 528. 17--19. 
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interpretation around,” by taking the nominative subject as an 
ablative: (Christ) performs what is proper to him with each form, 
in communion with the other.’ By this cunning manoeuvre 
Sergius made the pope’s statement sound like an affirmation of 
monenergism. He continues: ‘One ought to recognize it, because 
various teachers of the catholic church rose to the defence of this 
letter, and we know none of these to have said that the most holy 
Leo asserted two activities in this book.’? Cyrus was impressed 
and duly converted. He was rewarded with election to the patri- 
archate of Alexandria in 631. 


Theological Implications of Monenergism 


Drawing on the Cyrilline Chalcedonian tradition, the doctrine of 
monenergism affirmed that Christ was ‘one of the Holy Trinity, 
the Word God’, from two natures, that 1s from both Godhead 
and humanity, and discerned in two natures. This single person 


‘performed activities fitting for God and for a human being by one 


theandric activity’,*° according to a quotation (or misquotation) 


from ps.-Dionysius the Areopagite’s letter to Gaius.” The author- 
ity of this text was made dubious by the existence of two variant 
readings: the non-Chalcedonian version, cited by the Severans at 
the Council of Constantinople in 532, was that of ‘one theandric 
activity’, although some manuscripts supplied ‘a certam new 
theandric activity’. The problem of identifying the correct reading 
is compounded by the fact that the ps.-Dionysian text only exists 
in the edition of John of Scythopolis, who may have revised the 
text in line with his own dyophysite leanings.” As we shall see, 


27 "That this is not what Leo intended is clear from the following words in his Tome: Verbo 
scilicet operante quod Verbi est, et carne exsequente quod carnts est. 

8 He does the same in his second letter to Cyrus (CPG 7605), ACO ser. 2, 1. 134-8, after 
the union in Alexandria, as E. Bellmi notes in ‘Maxime interpréte de Pseudo-Denys 
l’Aréopagite’, in Heinzer—-Schénborn, Maximus Confessor, 40 and n. 15. 

25 oporiel eam scire, quod .. . diverst probabilium catholicae ecclesiae doctorum ad iustam et veram 
advocationem praedictae eprstulae adsurrexerunt, et nullum horum seimus dixisse, quod in praesenti libro 
duas operationes Leo sanctisstmus asseruisset. ACO ser. 2, 2/2. 531. 1-6. It should be noted, how- 
ever, that the Greek edition does not mark éxarépa popdy as dative, either in this letter 
(528. 25) or in Sergius’ second letter to Gyrus, ACO ser. 2, 1. 138. 1. It is, however, in the 
dative case in Maximus’ citation of the phrase in the Dispute with Pyrrkus, PG gt. 952385-6. 

%° Pact of Union, chaps. 6 and 7, trans. by P. Allen, forthcoming. 

3! Ep. 4 ad Gatum, PG 3. 107201. 

32 Corpus Dionysiacum 2, ed. G. Heil and A. M. Ritter, PTS 36 (Berlin: W. de Gruyter, 
1991), 161. 9-10. 
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Maximus the Confessor rejected the monenergist version on the 
grounds that it was impossible. In his Synodical Letter, Sophronius 
interpreted the phrase to mean ‘not existing as one (activity) but 
existing in different kinds.’ The assertion made in the theo- 
paschite formula that ‘one of the Trinity, God the Word, suffered 
in the flesh’ also seemed to imply a single divine activity of 
the Incarnate Word. Severus was claimed to have supported 
monenergism implicitly, by both its supporters and its enemies, 
since he objected to the distinction made between acts of Christ as 
God and acts of Christ as human. Maximus Confessor writes that 
the Severan bishops on Crete confessed neither two activities in 
Christ, nor one activity, but in accordance with Severus they 
affirmed that ‘one will, and every divine and human activity pro- 


ceed from one and the same God the Word incarnate’.** 


Reception of the Monenergist Compromise 


The monenergist compromise succeeded in uniting the Armenian 
church with imperial ‘orthodoxy’ in 630, and also had limited 
success in the churches of Syria and Mesopotamia. It enjoyed 
greatest success in Egypt under the monenergist convert Gyrus 
who, as patriarch of Alexandria, promulgated the Alexandrian 
Pact of Union or Nine Chapters (CPG 7613) in June 633. The last 
chapter anathematizes anyone who accepts the writings of 
Theodoret, the letter of Ibas, and the person and writings of 
Theodore of Mopsuestia. It affirms the use of the Marian title 
“Theotokos’ (ch. 5); the theopaschite formula derived from Cyril 
(ch. 2) and Cyril’s own theopaschite statement (ch. 3); his state- 
ment of ‘one incarnate nature of God the Word’; and a single 
theandric activity in Christ, citing the monenergist version of the 
words of ps.-Dionysius the Areopagite (ch. 7). It makes no mention 


33 There is variation in the citation of this phrase in Sophronius’ Synodical Letter, ACO ser. 
2, 2/1. 456. 14 where four manuscripts read cow7jv common’) rather than caw (“new’). 
Bellini, ‘Maxime’, in Heinzer-Schénborn, Maximus Confessor, 41 n. 18, notes this divergence 
in the manuscript tradition. The latter reading is accepted by C. von Sch6nborn in Sophrone 
de Férusalem, Vie monastique et confession dogmatique, Théologie Historique 20 (Paris: Beauchesne, 
1972), 208, in his translation of extracts of Sophronius’ Synodical Letter. 

* Opus. 3. 490. . 

% This is preserved under the title Satisfactio in the proceedings of the Lateran Synod (ch. 
7 only), AGO ser. 2, 1. 134. 4-29, and in full in the proceedings of the Sixth Ecumenical 
Council, ACO ser. 2, 2/2. 594. 14-601. 20. 
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of a single will in Christ. The Theodosian party of Alexandria® 
agreed to its terms and was reconciled, to the great satisfaction of 
Cyrus and Sergius.” 

Their relief was to be short-lived, however. Sophronius imme- 
diately objected to the Pact of Union and appealed to Patriarch 
Sergius of Constantinople. Sergius thereupon issued the Psephos 
(633) forbidding any mention of one or two activities in Christ, and 
excluding the possibility of two contrary wills. Soon after his 
consecration as patriarch of Jerusalem in 634 Sophrontus declared 
his support for the Chalcedonian position in his Synodical Letter, 
which technically observes the Psephos by not counting the activi- 
ties, but rejects monenergism on the grounds that it entaus 
monophysitism.*® Sophronius was clear in his insistence on the 
two-nature formula as affirmed at Chalcedon, and sought to 
explain the phrase from Leo’s Tome to Hlaman: “Each form (that 1s, 
nature) effects that which is proper to it, in union with the other.’ 
On the subject of wills Sophronius did not afhrm one will but did 
speak of God the Word as ‘totally emptying himself by his paternal 
will and his own’,*® and he spoke of “one mind (voids), related to 
ours’."! Curiously, the Psephos was approved by Maximus the 
Confessor,*” who had been a close friend of Sophronius since the 
occasion of their meeting in North Africa,** although he sought 


36 They were named after their influential patriarch Theodosius, who, despite pro- 
tection from Empress Theodora, had been condemned to exile by Justinian. Even in exile, 
however, he remained significant both politically and dogmatically. See Grillmeier 2/2. 
347-8, and A. Van Roey and P. Allen, Monophysite Texts of the Sixth Century, Onentalia 
Lovanensia Analecta 56 (Leuven: Peeters, 1994), 126-43. 

3? See Cyrus’ second Leiter to Sergius (CPG 7611), ACO ser. 2, 2/2. 592. 1-594. 12. 

38 Louth, Maximus, 15. Sophronius’ Synodical Letter, ACO ser. 2, 2/1. 410. 13-494. 9. 

39 ACO ser. 2, 2/1. 442. 15-16. See n. 27 above. 

© GAov éauroy Kevwoas TaTpiK@ Kai oiKeiw PeAjuari: ACO ser. 2, 2/1. 432. 4-5. 

* ACOser. 2, 2/1. 432. 7. 

#2 Maximus’ letter to Pyrrhus, Letier 19, PG 91. 589c1-59783. 

*8 According to the Syriac Life, Maximus arrived in Africa after Constans II’s accession 
in 641. Brock, ‘Syriac Life’, 324-5, in his commentary on chs. 17-18 gives a summary of the 
discrepancies in the sources concerning Maximus’ movements in the 630s and 640s. The 
Syriac Life is of considerably greater value for this part of Maximus’ life than for his early 
years, of which its vitriolic account 1s most likely of as little value as the encomiastic version 
given in the Greek Lee. For more information on Maximus’ later years we await the edition 
of Maximus’ Letters and Opuscula, which is currently being prepared by Dr Basile Markesinis 
for the CCSG. The end of Maximus’ Le#fer 8, published by R. Devreesse, “La fin inédite 
dune lettre de saint Maxime’, Revue des Sciences religieuses 17 (1937), 25-35, gives an exact date 
of 632 for the letter. On account of this, Sherwood, Date-List, 6, suggests that Maximus 
came to Africa around 628/30. Sherwood conjectures that Maximus may have been in 
Alexandria with Sophronius in 633 (Date-List, 28~9). According to the Syriac Viéa (ch. 18), 
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clarification of certain terms used in the edict. Sergius reported 
these developments to the bishop of Rome, Honorius (625-38) 
(CPG 7606). Demonstrating a spectacular lack of awareness of the 
theological issues at stake, Honorius replied with a letter of con- 
gratulations (CPG 9375) for obtaining theological agreement in 
the eastern churches. This letter contained the infamous state- 
ment of what was to become the heretical doctrine of mono- 
thelitism: a confession of ‘the one will of our Lord Jesus Christ’.* 
Thus the pope was later credited as the inventor of the heretical 
doctrine. 

In a second letter to Sergius,* Honorius seems to retreat from 
his former position, perhaps as a result of receiving Sophronius’ 
Synodical Letter. At Sophronius’ instigation, Arcadius of Cyprus 
convened a synod in the mid-630s.** According to the author of 
the Syriac Vita Maximi, Anastasius, whom the author claims was 
of African origin, was there to defend Maximus’ ‘pernicious’ 
doctrine.*” He met with little success, the bishops being unable to 
reach a conclusion, and finally appealing to the judgement of the 
emperor. Sophronius then sent his envoy Stephen of Dora to 
Rome. At this pomt, Maximus began to make his objections to 
the monenergist compromise known in writing, in Ambigua 5, 
where he argues against Cyrus of Alexandria’s citation of the 


he returned to Syria-Palestine at some time before 641, ‘where he was active shortly after 
the Arab invasions.’ (Brock, “Syriac Life’, 325). If the Syriac Vita is accurate, it. might be 
necessary, as Brock suggests (325), to posit two sojourns of the Confessor in Africa, one 
before 633 and the second after the latter part of 641. 


4 unde ef unam voluntatem Jatemur domini Iesu Christi: Letter of Pope Honorius to Sergius (CPG 
9375), preserved in ACO ser. 2, 2/2. 551. 14-15. Hefele—Leclercq, Histoire des Conciles 3/1, 350 
claim that the first of the two old Latin versions, which were made from the Greek trans- 
lation and are printed in Mansi 11, cols. 538 ff., must have been prepared by the Roman 
librarian Anastasius. The involvement of Anastasius, the ninth-century translator, is not 
possible, however, since the letter is an integral part of the acts of the twelfth session, as 
composed in 681. 

*® CPG 9377, surviving only in fragments in the 13th session of the proceedings of the 
Sixth Ecumenical Council, ACO ser. 2, 2/2. 620. 22-622. 10; 622. 12-624. 20. 

46 The Syriac Vita Maximi, chs. 10-14, Brock, ‘Syriac Life’, 316f., is the only witness to 
this synod. See M. Albert and C. von Schénborn (eds.), La Letire de Sophrone de Jérusalem a 
Arcadius de Chypre, Patrologia Orentalis 39 (2), n. 179 (Turnhout: Brepols, 1978), 172-6. ‘The late 
Arcadius is mentioned as a stalwart opponent of monothelitism in Maximus’ letter to Peter 
(PG gt. 14388), and he is probably the subject of Maximus’ praise of the bishop of Cyprus, 
in his Letter to Marinus (PG 91. 245814 and n. 32): see Sherwood, Date-List, 42. 

*” Brock, ‘Syriac Life’, chs. 10-14, c. 19, 316-18. This could not refer to two wills at 
this early stage, as Maximus’ works on the subject only appeared in the 640s; cf. ch. 9, 316: 
‘And he wrote four books, acknowledging in them two wills and two activities and two 
minds’. 
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monenergist version of ps.-Dionysius the Areopagite’s expression: 


‘one theandric activity’. 


Development of Monothelitism 


The monothelite position was enshrined in the Ekthests (CPG 7607) 
drafted by Sergius in 638 with the help of the future Patriarch 
Pyrrhus, abbot of the monastery of Chrysopolis, who succeeded 
Sergius mn that same year. Both the Ekthesis and the later Typos 
(647/8) stand in a tradition of imperial statements on faith 
questions. The Ekthesis, signed by the Emperor Heraclius, was 
drafted in very similar wording to the Pact of Union of 633, up to the 
point where it rejected the teaching of one or two activities in the 
divine incarnation: 


The expression ‘one activity’, even if it was uttered by certain Fathers, neverthe- 
less ahenated and confused some who heard it, who supposed that it would lead 
to the destruction of the two natures which were hypostatically united in Christ 
our God. In a similar way the expression ‘two activities’ scandalised many, on 
the grounds that it had been uttered by none of the holy and approved spiritual 
leaders of the church, but to follow it was to profess two wills at variance with one 
another, such that God the Word wished to fulfil the salutary suffering but his 
humanity resisted his will and was opposed to it, and as a result two persons with 
conflicting wills were introduced, which is impious and foreign to Christian 
teaching.® 


Honorius did not live to make any response to this document, as 
he died in 638, before he received it—-perhaps fortunately enough 
for Rome’s future reputation as the upholder of orthodoxy. His 
successor Severinus refused to accept it, and was brutalised by the 
exarch. The following popes, John IV (640-2), Theodore I (642— 
g), and Martin (649-53), all rejected the Ektheses. In 641, Emperor 
Heraclius died and left the crown to Constantine TI and 
Heraclonas, his two sons by different wives. Constantine died in 
mysterious circumstances soon afterwards, and power was seized 
by Heraclius’ wife and niece, Martina, mother of Heraclonas. She 


8 Ambigua 5. 1057a—-b, trans. by Louth, Maximus, 177. Maximus deals with the subject 
again in 642 in Opus. 7. 84d—85a, ibid. 188. 

*% Brandes, 143. 

© Ekthesis, ACO ser. 2, 1. 160. 10-19, trans. by Pauline Allen, forthcoming. This passage is 
taken over from the Psephos of June 633, preserved in the letter of Sergius to Honorius of 634 
(CPG 7606), ACO ser. 2, 2/2. 540. 22-544. 4 (= Mansi 11. 5330-536a). Trans. by Murphy— 
Sherwood, 354. 
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was deposed in November 641 and replaced by Heraclius’ grand- 
son Constans Il. Pyrrhus, a supporter of Martina, was also 
deposed and replaced by Paul II as patriarch in the same year. 

Maximus the Confessor went to Africa with his disciple 
Anastasius after the accession of Constans II, according to the 
Greek Vita.°' He had come out openly against monothelitism in 
c.640.°2 A comprehensive account of his Christology has been 
offered by Bausenhart,’* and we will attempt but a brief summary 
of Maximus’ principal arguments against the doctrine of one will. 
While Maximus was concerned to defend Honorius against 
charges of personal heresy, he criticized the Constantinopolitan 
interpretation of the pope’s formulation of ‘one will in Christ’ as 
diminishing the Incarnate Word and limiting his saving activity: 
Honorius’ definition referred only to the humanity of Christ, he 
argued.** Maximus’ early arguments, which draw on the Aristo- 
telian tradition in which will is defined as ‘rational desire’, are 
summarized in Opus. 7 (642) and Opus. 3 (c.645), both addressed to 
the deacon Marinus of Cyprus. In the first of these, Maximus casts 
around for patristic authorities to refute the Hktheszs. He quotes 
from a work that was attributed, possibly spuriously, to 
Athanasius, on the Agony in the Garden: 


And when he says, ‘Father, of tt be possible let this cup pass, as the great Athanastus 
says in his treatise on the Incarnation and the Trinity, ‘nevertheless not my will be 
done, but yours. For the spirit ts eager but the flesh 1s weak, we understand ‘that two wills 
are manifest here: the human which belongs to the flesh, and the divine. For the 
human will, because of the weakness of the flesh, seeks to avoid the passion; the 
divine wil is eager’. 

9! Vita Maximi, Recension II, ‘Additamentum’ edited by Devreesse, ‘La Vie’, 5-49. If 
the account in the Syriac Via (see the commentary on chs. 17~18 by Brock, ‘Syriac Life’, 
325) is correct, this was Maximus’ second sojourn in Africa. The biography of Maximus is 
treated in more detail in Larchet, 127f, 148, 152-5, 160, 169, 174. See also J.-C. Larchet, La 
Dwinisation de Vhomme selon saint Maxime le Confesseur, Cogitatio fide 194 (Paris: CERF, 1996), 
7-20; J.-C. Larchet and E. Ponsoye, Saint Maxime le Confesseur. Opuscules théologiques et 
polémiques (Paris: CERF, 1998), 7-16. 

% Louth, Maximus, 16; Sherwood, Date-List, no. 60, 43 notes that Maximus’ earliest 
attack on the Ekthesis was made in his letter of 640 to Abbot Thalassius concerning the affair 
of Pope Severinus’ apocrisiaries in 638. 

* G. Bausenhart, ‘In allem uns gleich aufer der Stinde’. Studien zum Beitrag Maximos’ des 
Bekenners zur altkirchichen Christologie, Tiibinger Studien zur Theologie und Philosophie 5, (Mainz: 
Matthias-Griinewald-Verlag, 1992). 

* Dispute uith Pyrrhus, PG 91. 32801-33243. Cf. Pope Fohn’s Defence of Honorius (PL 129. 
561-6, in the Collectanea of Anastasius Bibliothecarius). 

° Opus. 7. 81c, Louth, Maximus, 187. Maximus is quoting ps.-Athanasius, On the 
Incarnation and Against the Anans 21, PG 26. 10218~c. The work is attributed to Marcellus of 
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Maximus adduces further support from Gregory Nazianzen’s 
statement: ‘For the willing of that one is not opposed [to God] but 
completely deified.”°© The quotation is deliberately taken com- 
pletely out of context, as Louth notes.°’ To explain this citation, 
Maximus introduces the distinction between gnomic and natural 
wills, an important one for the orthodox position, and expanded 
upon in Opus. 3. All human beings since the Fall have a ‘gnomic’ 
or deliberative will, because they are uncertain in their attempt to 
follow the will of God, since they cannot correctly identify the 
good, having been blinded by sin. Christ, on the other hand, 
according to Maximus, did not have a deliberative will since he 
did not need to deliberate about the right course of action, but 
rather his natural human will conformed perfectly to the divine 
wil. 


The Fathers openly confessed two natural, but not gnomic, wills in Christ, lest 
they proclaim him double-minded and double-willed, and fighting against him- 
self, so to speak, in the discord of his thoughts, and therefore double-personed.* 


This view presumes the existence of two natures in Christ, a 
human and a dive one, and two activities. Maximus’ doctrine of 
the ‘exchange of properties’ (avridoois/commumicatio idiomatum) 
affirms that in Christ there is a fully human nature with its own 
properties, and a fully divine nature with its own properties, 
neither of which is diminished in any way by the union.*? On the 
question of two activities, he cites two patristic passages that refer 
to the unity of activities: ps.-Dionysius’ ‘theandric activity’ and 
Cyril of Alexandria’s statement that ‘the activity is shown to have 
kinship with both (natures)’.*! These are not to be understood as 
indicating numerical unity after the union, however, but a kind of 
‘double activity of the double nature’.® Activities are natural, pro- 
ceeding from natures, and cannot be understood as hypostatic, for 


Ancyra by M. Geerard in CPG 2806. This passage was also quoted i extenso at the Sixth 
Ecumenical Gouncil, ACO ser. 2, 2/1. 298. g-18. 


% Opus. 7. 81, ibid., citing Gregory Nazianzen, Sermon 30. 12. 
7 Thid. 217 n. 23: Gregory was arguing agaist the Eunomians’ claim that the distinction 
between the will of the Son and the will of the Father contradicted the doctrine of their con- 

substantiality. The citation is given a fairer treatment in Opus. 3. 48a~b. 

8 Opus. 3. 56b in Louth, Maximus, 197. 

°° As expressed in Opus. 7. 84d. See Murphy—Sherwood, 229. 

60 Fp. ad Gaium 4, PG 3. 107201. 

6! Commentary on John, 4. 2. 

62 Opus. 7. 85a. 188. 
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in that case Christ would have a different activity from that of the 
Father, since he is a separate person.™ 

In July 645, Pyrrhus agreed to a public debate with Maximus in 
Carthage over the orthodoxy of monothelitism.** The debate was 
held in the presence of the exarch Gregory.® Murphy and 
Sherwood explain the difficulty for the monothelites in this way: 
the will is a partcular human activity, which is primarily known in 
actions and interactions. Thus the will can easily appear to 
characterise the person, and agent and action seem impossible to 
distinguish. Since the unity of agent in the incarnate Word had 
been insisted upon by all who accepted the teachings of Cyril, this 
orthodox belief seemed to imply the non-orthodox doctrines of 
monenergism and monothelitism; as the confused Pyrrhus pro- 
tested, ‘But one person who wills presupposes one will of that 
person, not two.”°’ If activity and will are assigned to the person, 
the divine person who 1s the second of the Trinity will have only a 
divine will and a divine activity, and the work of salvation will be 
rendered meaningless, as the actions of a mere puppet. Maximus 
insisted, however, that will (like activity) was natural, not hypo- 
static, although it emanated from the person. Our capacity to will 
is natural; how we will, the process of willing, is personal. Accord- 
ing to this distinction, natural will is an essential property of the 
unalterable natural definition (Aéyos ¢ucéws) of each being.™ 
Pyrrhus, reluctant to accept that will is characteristic of the nature 
rather than the person, objected that the human will of Christ, if it 
were natural, would therefore be necessary, thus excluding all free 
human movement. Maximus’ answer is that Christ is, like all 
human beings, self-determining (adrefovavos).’° Christ’s was the 
only human will that was truly free, that is, free to conform to 
the divine will of God. Human beings can gradually return to 
this state, as the result of Christ assummg a human will in the 
incarnation, according to the principle that only that which was 


8 Opus. 7. 85b. 18g. 
PG gi. 288a1—353a11. It is partially translated in Hefele—Leclercq, Histozre des Conciles, 


3/1. 405-22. 
® Gregory was later accused of conspiracy against the emperor and was killed fighting 
the Arab incursions in 647. 6° Murphy-Sherwood, 227. 


°” Dispute with Pyrrhus, PG 91. 2892-3; trans. by Hefele-Leclercq, Histoire des Conciles, 3/1. 


405. 
®° Murphy—Sherwood, 276-8. 
6 Dispute with Pyrrhus, PG 91. 293B5~8. 
0 tbid. 3241-9; see Murphy—Sherwood, 276, and 278-81. 
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assumed by Christ in the flesh could be saved.”! This is seen most 
clearly in the events of the Garden of Gethsemane and the passion 
of the crucifixion. While the incarnate Word suffered the natural 
movements of the rational soul he was endowed with, in accor- 
dance with its logos, such as fear of death, hunger, and thirst, he 
submitted these movements, by an act of his human will, to the 
will of the Father.” Thus he was able to overcome his natural 
repulsion to death, and to say to the Father, ‘Not my will but yours be 
done’ (Matt. 26: 39). The main point of Maximus’ arguments is 
presented in the Dispute with Pyrrhus in the simple expression: “Thus 
Christ in his two natures, wills and operates our salvation.’’? From 
the question of two wills, they proceed to two activities, where- 
upon Maximus again expounds ps.-Dionysius’ ‘new theandric 
activity’ as referring to a qualitative change in the activities after 
the union, not a quantitative one.” 

Pyrrhus suffered a resounding defeat, and declared himself 
persuaded to abandon the heresy, after presenting himself in 
Rome with a statement of his orthodoxy to Pope Theodore. 
Maximus seems to have followed him to Rome at his request in 
645 or 646. As soon as Pyrrhus reached Ravenna in 647, he 
recanted and returned to the monothelite fold, perhaps yielding to 
pressure from the exarch. Maximus continued to oppose the 
heretical doctrine, unperturbed by the Typos, issued by Patriarch 
Paul in 647 or 648 in the name of Emperor Constans II, which 
banned any mention of either one or two activities or wills in 
Christ. This edict met with widespread resistance, both eastern 
and western. Theodore and Euprepius, who were sons of the 
imperial miller, were arrested in Italy and banished to exile in 
the Chersonese for their opposition. Their friend Anastasius 
the Apocrisiarius, a papal representative to the emperor, was 
sentenced to exile in Trebizond at this time. Pope Martin, also 
an apocrisiarius in the imperial capital before his election to the 
pontificate, refused to seek confirmation of his election in 649 from 
either the emperor or from the imperial exarch, in direct defiance 
of the heretical rule. 


™ Dispute with Pyrrhus, PG gt. 325414; trans. by Hefele—Leclercq, Histoire des Conciles, 3/1. 
415. The principle is affirmed by Gregory Nazianzen, Ep. 101.32. 

” Murphy—Sherwood, 285. 

3 Dispute with Pyrrhus, PG g1. 320c12—-14; cf. Record §7. 

% Dispuie with Pyrrhus, PG 91. 34505-348C7; trans. by Hefele—Leclercq, Histoire des Conciles, 
3/1. 420. 
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Lateran Synod of 649 


Preparations for the Lateran Synod must have been already under 
way during the pontificate of Theodore, given the speed with 
which it was convened after Martin’s accession. Just three months 
after his election, Martin opened the Synod in October 649 to 
condemn the Ekihests and the Typos, a council attended by many 
Greek monks as well as those from Italy (mostly from suburbi- 
carian Rome), Africa, and Libya. Maximus’ name appears in the 
subscriptions to the Lzbellus included in the proceedings of the 
council, as well as the names of two monks called Anastasius.” 
Although we have no conclusive proof that he was in attendance, 
it is likely that he would have wished to keep a low profile, given 
the hostility that had been engendered against him in the 
Byzantine court since his vocal protest against the Typos of 647/98. 
Riedinger has pointed to significant evidence that the proceedings 
of the council were composed in Greek before the council and 
were then translated into Latin.”” He suggests that the ‘council’ 
was no more than a meeting convoked by Martin to hear and 
approve the Latin version of the ‘proceedings’ which had been 
formulated in the Roman archive.’’ These had been written in 
Greek by Maximus Confessor during the pontificate of Theodore, 
who spoke Greek himself, but who had died before the ‘council’ 
could be staged. There was in fact no real discussion or debate at 
the councu. He further suggests that the Latin translation was 
made by the Byzantine monks who came to Rome with 
Maximus.’”® Pierres, who earlier identified Canons 10 and 11 of the 
Lateran Council as the work of Maximus, and proved that they 
had been written in Greek originally, also pointed out that twenty- 
seven of the orthodox and heretical quotations cited during the 
fifth session of the council had already appeared in Maximus’ 
Tomus Spiritualis.”? It should be remembered, as Alexakis points 


7 ACO ser. 2, 1. 57, nos. 27, 34, and 35. 

7 R. Riedinger, ‘Die Lateransynode von 649 und Maximos Confessor’, in Heinzer— 
Schénborn, Maximus Confessor, 111-21. The proceedings were designed to appear as if they 
had been originally conceived in Latin: see ACO ser. 2, 1. 54. 35-7 where the Greek monks 
and presbyters request a Greek translation to be made of the Latin acts. 

” R. Riedinger, ‘Griechische Konzilsakten auf dem Wege ins lateinische Mittelalter’, 
Annuarium Historiae Concihorum g (1977), 255-7- See also J.-M. Sansterre, Les Moines grecs et 
orentaux & Rome aux époques byzantine et carolingienne (Brussels: Académie Royale de Belgique, 
1980), 117-19. *® Riedinger, ‘Die Lateransynode’, 119. 

79 J. Pierres, Sanctus Maximus Confessor, princeps apologetarum synodi Lateranensis anni 649 (Pars 
historica), Diss. Pontificia Universitas Gregoriana (Rome, 1940), 12*-14. 
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out,®° that Martin was not accused by the imperial authorities in 
Constantinople of staging the Lateran Synod of 649. He was 
charged rather with treason, for conspirmg with the exarch 
Olympius against the emperor in 649. It seems unlikely, however, 
that the Byzantines would have had the means to find out whether 
the council had been a genuine synod, given that the only Greek 
representatives to attend were supporters of Maximus and Martin. 
Insofar as the council was attended by its signatories and issued 
twenty canons, it matters little for the validity of its conclusions 
who wrote the speeches that were presented. 

One of the most interesting aspects of the proceedings of the 
Lateran Synod is its preservation of the largest florilegium of 
scriptural and patristic authorities ever to be documented at 
a council.®’ This consisted of 123 quotations supporting the 
dyothelite position, and forty-two monothelite citations, which 
were condemned in the canons issued at the close of the council.®? 
The compilation of these largely Greek sources was probably also 
the work of Maximus,” although the Latin monks may have con- 
tributed the few Latin citations included,®* from Augustine and 
Ambrose, Leo I, and Hilary. The authenticity of Cyrus’ citation of 
ps.-Dionysius the Areopagite as speaking of ‘one theandric 
activity’? was brought into question after Sergius’ letter of 
approval for the Nine Chapters was read aloud. Sergius had mis- 
quoted Cyrus’ citation by omitting the word ‘theandric’.*° Both 
‘heretics’ were taken to task for this at the council, and the ‘true’ 
reading, that is, ‘a new theandric activity’ was affirmed, after com- 
parison with the original Letter to Gaius.®’ Theodore of Pharan, 
Cyrus of Alexandria, and the three patriarchs of Constantinople 
Sergius, Pyrrhus, and Paul were anathematized together with 
their writings, and all who followed them.* The council was to 


80 Alexakis, 20 f. 

81 Alexakis, 18. 

®& ACO ser. 2, 1. 258-314 (dyothelite citations); 320-34 (monothelite citations). See also 
the Plorilegium Dyotheleticum, rbid. 425-36. 

83 Riedinger, ‘Die Lateransynode’, 118. 

& "Twenty-seven out of 123 quotations: Alexakis, 18 n. 75 and 20. See also Sansterre, Les 
Moines, 119 and n. 55. 

8 uid Geavdpex® evepyeia in the seventh chapter of the Paci of Union, read aloud at the 
Council, ACO ser. 2, 1. 134. 19. 

86 Fetter of Sergius to Cyrus (CPG 7605), ACO ser. 2, 1. 136. 37. 

87 ACO ser. 2, 1. 140. 34-6; 142. 29-144. 3. 

88 Ch. 18, Session 5, ACO ser. 2, 1. 382. 90-384. 27. 
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spark an angry reaction from Constantinople, which culminated 
in the arrest and exile of Martin, Maximus, and his disciples. 


Iii. 


BIOGRAPHICAL DOCUMENTS 


Very few theological treatises survive from Maximus’ pen after his 
departure to Rome in 646.°° However, seven largely biographical 
documents in Greek and in a Latin translation shed light on the 
imperial reaction against those who resisted monothelitism. In 
chronological order, these are: 


I. 


Record of the Tal, an eyewitness account of the events of the trial 
of Maximus and his disciple Anastasius in Constantinople in ~ 
655, largely consisting of reported dialogue between Maximus 
and his various accusers and calumniators. 


. Dispute between Maximus and Theodosius, Bishop of Caesarea Bithyma, 


a word-for-word account of the debate between Maximus and 
Bishop ‘Theodosius, which took place durmg Maximus’ exile in 
Bizya in August 656, and was written within a year of the events 
described. 


. Letter of Maximus to Anastasius the monk, his disciple. Maximus’ letter 


dates to 19 April 658, while both he and Anastasius the monk 


were in exile in Perberis. 


. Letter of Anastasius to the monks of Caghari: Anastasius (either the 


disciple or the Apocrisiarius) seeks the monks’ help in Rome, 
and offers them encouragement in their continued resistance to 
the monothelite party. 


. Letter of Anastasius the Apocrisiarius to Theodosius of Gangra, written 


not long before his death in exile in Lazica on 11 October 666, 
and accompanied by éestimonia (lit. ‘witnesses’) falsely attributed 
to Hippolytus, bishop of Portus Romanus, and syllogisms, 
probably from the hand of Anastasius himself. 


. Commemoration, a record of the terrible trials in exile of Pope 


Martin I, Maximus the Confessor, Anastasius the Disciple, 
Anastasius Apocrisiarius, Theodore, and Euprepius, all 
martyrs for the dyothelite cause. This was written in late 668 
or early 669 by the fervent but poorly educated Theodore 
Spoudaeus, who, together with his brother Theodosius of 
Gangra, made the long trek to the Caucasus to visit the exiled 


® Louth, Maximus, 192. 
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pontiff, only to find that he had arrived too late: the pope was 
already dead. 

7. Against the people of Constantinople, a later piece of colourful invec- 
tive ‘short on facts but long on rhetoric’, as it has been 
described by Pauline Allen, written against the imperial mono- 
thelite party by an anonymous monk who was a vehement 
supporter of Maximus.” 


Events of AD 653-69 Described in the Documents 


The trials of Pope Martin and Maximus before the senate in 
Constantinople can only be understood, as Brandes recently noted 
in his magisterial study on the subject, against the background of 
the crisis facing Byzantium in the form of Arab invasions.*' The 
hagiographical sources for the Life of Maximus offer little con- 
crete information on these trials.** Fortunately the seven docu- 
ments under consideration here have a great deal to say about 
these proceedings. They were what we might call ‘show trials’, 
designed by the senate to shift blame for the general crisis onto 
their dyothelite opponents, and to present them as criminals.” 
The weighty role of the senate can be seen in the high official 
status of the main protagonists. In 653, Martin was taken under 
imperial arrest to Constantinople, arriving on 17 September, 
where he was tried in 654 on charges of conspiring against the 
emperor Constans I with Olympius, exarch of Ravenna. Martin 
tried to bring up the matter of the Lateran Synod and was told 
that it was not relevant to the case. He received the death sentence 
but this was commuted to exile in the Chersonese, where he 
arrived in May of the same year (Comm. §§3 and 8). He died soon 
afterwards, either on 16 September 655 or 13 April 656.” 

8° Henceforth these seven documents will be referred to in abbreviated form as: Record, 
Dispute (or DB), Ep. Max., Ep. Cal., Ep. Anas., Comm., and CP. 

*' Brandes, 146; and before him Haldon, ‘Ideology and the Byzantine State in the 
Seventh Century. The “Trial” of Maximus Confessor’, in V. Vavrinek (ed.), From Late 
Antiquity to Early Byzantium, Proceedings of the Byzantinological Symposium in the 16th 
International Eirene Conference (Prague: Academia, 1985), 87-92. 

% Brandes, 153. 


3 Brandes, 212. 

% Also described in the Narrationes de exiho sancti Papae Martim (BHL 5592), PL 129. 
585-604. 

°° P. Peeters, in ‘Une Vie grecque du Pape 8S. Martin I, AB 51 (1933), 232 ff, points 
out several discrepancies of detail between the Narrationes de exilio sancti Papae Martini and 
the Greek Vita Martini, including the dates given for Martin’s death. Here he declared it 
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Maximus and Anastasius his disciple were arrested soon after 
Martin’s arrest, in Rome according to. the Life of Maximus,® and 
were escorted to Constantinople for trial nm 655. Maximus was 
charged with having betrayed Egypt, Alexandria, and Africa to 
the Saracens (Record §1), of complicity with the conspirator exarch 
Gregory in Carthage (Record §2), and of opposition to the Typos 
(Record §9). No firm evidence of Maximus’ involvement in the 
conspiracy of Gregory could be brought to bear—the accusation 
rested on a dream that Maximus was purported to have had. 
Brandes has brought to attention the political/ideological dimen- 
sions of this dream, based on Constantine the Great’s famous 
vision on the Milvian Bridge, as it is found in the writings of 
Rufinus of Aquileia (d. 410).°’ A direct relationship between the 
dream and the propaganda of Constans II seems possible, accord- 
ing to Brandes.** Maximus was also accused of Origenism, to 
which he reacted vehemently with an anathema of Origen and his 
works (Record §5). The author in Record §7 notes the appearance in 
Constantinople of the legates of Pope Eugenius, elected in August 
654, seeking union with the patriarch.”? Their imminent com- 
munion with the newly elected patriarch of Constantinople, 
Peter,'°’ indicated papal support for the Typos and perhaps also for 
a statement of monothelitism issued by Pyrrhus upon his election. 
This approval does not square with Eugentus’ actions, soon after 
his consecration on 1o August, when he apparently rejected the 
Synodical Letter of Peter, elected as Pyrrhus’ successor in June 654. 
Our only witness to this rejection is the Liber Pontificalis, which 
states that the pope succumbed to pressure from the people and 
Roman clergy to reject Peter’s statement, which was not explicit 
about the wills and activities of Christ.'°! There is no independent 
impossible to choose between the two dates. The Varrationes, which include four letters from 
the hand of Pope Martin, are soon to be published in a critical edition by B. Neil. 


°° The author of the Lee of Maximus, Recension IT (PG go. 85p-88a), declares that 
Maximus and both Anastasii were arrested at the same time as Martin, but is not a reliable 
witness for this or other chronological details. 

9? Brandes, 186f. 

% Brandes, 180. 

% Larchet, 163 n. 134, followed Devreesse in suggesting that these emissaries sought 
approval for the election of Eugenius, but this was based on an incorrect dating of the trial 
described in the Record to May—June 654. 

100 Peter was elected in June 654 after the death of Pyrrhus, who had held the patriarchal 
throne for the second time from December 653 unt 3 June 654. 

'0! The pope was not allowed to celebrate Mass until he promised to reject the Synodical 
Leiter, according to the author of the Life of Eugenius in the Liber Pontificalis, Duchesne, LP 
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evidence for the content of Peter’s synodical letter.!°* At the con- 
clusion of this trial, Maximus was sentenced to exile in Thracian 
Bizya, and his disciple to Perberis. 

In Bizya in August 656, Maximus held a dispute with Theo- 
dosius, who was convinced by the force of his arguments against 
the doctrine of one will in Christ, and promised to write to Rome 
to recant, asking Maximus to accompany him there ifhe were sent 
by the emperor and the patriarch (DB §4). Maximus initially 
refused, but suggested he take Anastasius the Apocrisiarius in his 
stead. Anastasius had been transferred to Mesembria some time 
before this suggestion was made in August 656 (DB §13). Theo- 
dostus would not accept the substitute, so Maximus reluctantly 
agreed to accompany him to Rome, ifhe was sent. This exchange 
may owe something to a similar account from the earlier dispute 
between Maximus and Pyrrhus in 645.'° Maximus was next 
transferred to Rhegium, near Constantinople, where Theodosius 
returned to him, again asking him to re-enter into communion 
with the church of Constantinople (DB $10). The pope, it seems, 
had fallen out of favour with the imperial party by September 656, 
when the representatives of the patriarch Peter and the emperor 
threatened that they would dispose of the pope and those who 
spoke hke him in Rome (DB §13). This Maximus refused to do, and 
he was transferred to Selymbria for two days, and then to Perberis 
in separate confinement from his disciple Anastasius. Here the 
legates of the patriarch Peter (654-66) visited him in April 658, in 
a renewed attempt at reconciliation. They referred to the union 
which had been effected among the churches of Constantinople, 
Rome, Alexandria, and Jerusalem. Maximus was threatened with 
death by order of the emperor and the bishops of Constantinople 
and Rome, if he refused to obey the emperor’s command to enter 
into communion with the church of Constantinople. The letter 
of Anastasius to the monks in Cagliari rejects the compromise 
formula of the patriarch Peter, as defined in his letter to Pope 
Vitalian (657-72) on the subject of wills and operations in late 657 
_or early 658, in which Peter professed both one and two wiils, and 


1. 341 = R. Danis (trans.), The Book of Pontiffs (Liber Pontificalis\, Translated Texts for Historians 
Latin Senes V (Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 1989), 71, no. 77. 
12 See Winkelmann, no. 133, for references to the secondary literature on this letter, for 


which a date of 655 has been suggested. 
103 Dispute wath Pyrrhus, PG gt. 353. 
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one and two activities in the economy of salvation, and excommu- 
nicated anyone who asserted otherwise.’ Anastasius asks the 
monks to go to Rome to plead with the pope on their behalf.’ 
The anxiety evident in his letter was due to uncertainty about the 
position of Vitalian, elected in June 657. Vitalian did not condemn 
the Typos in his synodical letter, and entered into communion with 
the church of Constantinople without apparent hesitation. 
Vitalian’s accord with the imperial position seems to have 
remained unaltered: in 663, he welcomed Emperor Constans I to 
Rome. Thus we need to look further back than has previously 
been customary to the early stages of Eugenius’ pontificate, for 
evidence that the bishop of Rome had not in fact represented the 
‘true catholic and apostolic church’ after Martin was condemned 
to exile in 654. | 
The second trial of Maximus and his followers was convened in 
662 by the imperial court, at which Maximus and the two Anastasii 
were sentenced to exile in Lazica (DB §17, Comm. §3). Anastasius the 
Apocrisiarius and Maximus suffered mutuation, according to the 
Vita Maximi (PG go. 104D—105C), DB §17, Comm. §4 and Ep. Anas. §1. 
Maximus died at Schemaris on 13 August 662, Anastasius the 
Disciple in the previous month, on 22 or 24 July, at or in transit to 
Souania, and Anastasius the Apocrisiarius on 11 October 666, two 
years before Theodore Spoudaeus and Theodosius of Gangra 
arrived there with the purpose of bringing him material and spiri- 
tual comfort (Lp. Anas. 884-5 and Scholion). Within the year before 
his death, the Apocrisiarius wrote a letter to Theodosius of Gangra 
containing a plea for help, in which he outlined the vicissitudes of 
his final years: from Bouculus he was transferred to Thacyria for 
two months, then from September 663 he was moved again several 
times, spending a year in Phusta. In the spring of 664 he was on his 
way to Schemaris when he was unexpectedly freed by the patrician 
Gregory. He lived under Gregory’s protection at Thousoumes 


'0# Reported in the Letter of Pope Agatho (CPG 9417), ACO ser. 2, 2/1. 108, 18-110. 17 
(= Mansi, XI. 276c0~277a): ‘Petrus eius successor ad sanctae memoriae Vitahanum papam scribens, et 
unam duas voluntates, et unam duas operationes in dispensatione incarnationts magni Dei et salvatoris 
sapere se profietur Petrus quoque, et unam, et duas voluntates et operationes in dispensahone icarnationis 
salvatorts nostri Jesu Christ sapere se protestatur.’ See Winkelmann, no. 147. 

i "This letter is supposed by Larchet, 166, probably to have been written in June 654, 
i.e. before the first trial of Maximus, and before the newly elected Pope Eugenius rejected 
the Synodical Letter of Patriarch Peter. Thus Larchet explains Anastasius’ sense of urgency as 
being occasioned by Eugenius’ failure to have taken a stand against monothelitism at that 
point, 
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until his death in 666 (Zp. Anas. §7). He mentions a visit from 
Stephen, possibly Stephen of Dora, Sophronius’ emissary to Rome 
in ¢.640. Stephen died during the return journey, on 1 January 
665. In his letter Anastasius requested a copy of the Acta of the 
Lateran Synod to be sent to him. The brothers only received 
the letter in August 668, from the hands of Gregory, abbot of the 
Church of John the Baptist in Betararous. Theodore Spoudaeus’ 
Commemoration records the sufferings of the martyrs for the dyothe- 
lite cause. It also suggests the presence in Lazica of Stephen of 
Dora from the Church of the Holy Resurrection in Jerusalem. The 
burial of Martin in the church of St Maria of Blachernes, a mile out 
of the city of Cherson (Comm. §8), and miracles at Maximus’ tomb 
at the monastery of St Arsenius in Lazica are recounted (Ep. Anas. 
$5, Comm. §9), possibly providing evidence of an early cult in 
Lazica. These accounts are given in the hope of the continued 
prayers and support of their readers. 


Theological Arguments Presented in the Documents 


Only in the Record and the Dispute are theological arguments 
against monothelitism presented in any detail. Although most of 
the charges brought against Maximus at his first trial are of a 
political nature, there 1s some discussion there of his reasons for 
rejecting the Zypos. Maximus argues that the Zypos is contrary to 
the Creed of Nicaea, as it deprives the creator God of a natural 
will and activity by silencing all talk of one or two wills or opera- 
tions, for the sake of arranging peace. Since the Typos was issued 
under imperial authority, the question of the emperor’s right to 
interfere in matters of doctrine 1s raised. Maximus argues against 
the exercise of a sacerdotal role by the emperor. He 1s asked to 
recount the dispute with Pyrrhus, and accused of persuading him 
to anathematize his own teaching, and to accept Maximus’ 
personal doctrine. Maximus insists that he 1s not committed to his 
own teaching but to the common teaching of the catholic church. 
He refuses to enter into communion with the church of 
Constantinople while those who were condemned by the Lateran 
Synod still preside. He accuses the heretics of inconsistency: they 
overturned four holy councils by the Nine Chapters, and by the 
Ekthesis of Sergius, and by the Zypos; what they taught in the 
Chapiers, they condemned in the Ekthesis, and what they taught in 


BIOGRAPHICAL DOCUMENTS 27 


the Ekthesis, they annulled in the Typos. He suggests that Constans 
should dissociate himself from the Typos, just as Heraclius dis- 
owned the Ektheses written in his name by Sergius. When asked 
why it is necessary to speak of wills and activities in Christ, he 
answers that nothing which exists can exist without a natural 
activity, for the holy Fathers say that there is not, nor can there 
be known, any nature without an essential activity which charac- 
terizes it. If this is so, how can Christ either be, or be known 
as, truly both God and a human being by nature? Referring again 
to the doctrine of the ‘exchange of properties’, Maximus continues 
by saying that, according to holy Scripture and to the holy 
teachers and councils, we are taught that the mcarnate God 
is capable of will and of activity both in his divinity and his 
humanity. For in respect of nothing by which he is known as 
God, or by which he is known as a human being by nature, 1s he 
imperfect. And if he is perfect in each, so that he 1s diminished in 
neither, one must confess him to be what he is, with all the natural 
properties existing in him, out of which and in which and which 
he is proved to be. This last threefold expression 1s a favourite with 
Maximus, incorporating both the Syrian/Leonine phrase (‘in two 
natures’) and Cyruline formula (‘out of two natures’). 

In the Dispute, Maximus informs Theodosius that in saying 
there is one activity of the divinity and of the humanity of Christ 
he confuses the language of theology and economy, that is, 
language appropriate for speaking of the Trinity, and appropriate 
to Christ’s work of salvation. For, if‘one activity implies one hypo- 
stasis’,!°° then the holy Trinity is made a quaternity, as if Christ’s 
flesh were made one being with the Word, and an extra person 
were added to the three persons of the Trinity. And by destroying 
the two activities, and asserting a single will of his divinity and 
humanity, the heretics remove the possibility of Christ bestowing 
blessings upon us, since, even though he wants to, he cannot with- 
out an activity according to nature. Not only do they insist on one 
will, but that a divine one, which has no beginning or end. Thus 
Christ the flesh with a divine will becomes co-creator of the world 
with the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, which is ridiculous as 
well as umpious. As in the Record, Maximus condemns the Typos for 
removing the will and activity of Christ, without which he cannot 
exist, citing ps.-Dionysius as his authority: ‘For what has no 


1 A citation of ps.-Basil of Caesarea, Adv. Eunomium 4. PG 29. 676a2 (CPG 2837). 
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power, neither exists nor is anything, nor has any disposition 
whatsoever.’ !0’ 

After all the patristic passages adduced by Theodosius have 
been shown to be spurious and refuted,'®® Theodosius is per- 
suaded to admit that he too confesses different human and divine 
natures, wills, and activities, but will not speak of two wills or 
activities, lest they be seen to be contrary to each other. Maximus 
forces him to admit that when he speaks of two natures, the 
number does not introduce division. Theodosius, however, refuses 
to do the same in the case of wills and activities, but prefers to 
speak as the Fathers did, of one and another, or double and 
twofold. Maximus reduces his opponent to ridicule by demanding 
of the onlookers, ‘How many does one and one make?’, as if 
Theodosius were merely refusing to do his sums. Maximus then 
uses the proceedings of the Lateran Synod to demonstrate that the 
Fathers openly spoke of two wills and activities. Theodosius seems 
to be persuaded and declares his acceptance of two wills and two 
activities, but then opens his questioning again, asking Maximus if 
there is no way at all in which he will speak of one-will and activity 
in Christ. Maximus replies in the negative, since one cannot say 
that the single will and activity is natural, or hypostatic, or of one 
being, or dispositional, or beyond nature. He insists that activity 1s 
not hypostatic, that is, according to what each person does, but 
rather is natural, according to the common rationale of nature. 
This is a development of the same point made earlier in the Dispute 
with Pyrrhus. Theodosius declares himself convinced, but fails to 
persuade the emperor and the patriarch to abandon the official 
doctrine, and Maximus’ fate is sealed when he is summoned with- 
in a few weeks to Rhegium, near Constantinople, and given an 
imperial ultimatum which he refuses to obey. 

The Italo-Greek contribution to dyothelite resistance at the 
time of the controversy is evident in several written sources: 
Maximus’ letters to monks in Sicily whom he visited on his way to 
Rome, and Anastasius’ Letter to the Monks of Caghan. It is corrobo- 
rated by the prominent role of Bishop Deusdedit of Cagliari at the 


\0? Ps.-Dionysius the Areopagite, De Divinis Nominibus 8. 5, ed. B. Suchla, Corpus 
Dienysiacum 1. 203. 2-4. 

108 Writings of Apollinaris attributed to Julius of Rome, Gregory Thaumatourgus, and 
Athanasius; two testimonies of Nestorius attributed to John Chrysostom; an expression 
from Cyril’s Commentary on John 4. 2, which was said by Maximus to be an addition by 
Timothy Aelurus to Gyril’s work. 
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Lateran Synod.'°? When Pope Agatho convened a council of 125 
bishops in Rome in ¢.679 at the request of the Emperor 
Constantine IV'"® to discuss the monothelite question, there was 
a significant number from Calabria and Sicily in attendance: 
thirteen in all subscribed to the proceedings of the Gouncil.""' 


Sixth Ecumenical Council in Constantinople 680/1 


The Council of Rome was followed by the Sixth Ecumenical 
Council in Constantinople. In response to Constantme IV’s 
request for representatives,’ as well as for texts which dealt with 
the monothelite issue, Agatho sent a delegation of seven represen- 
tatives.’'’ The florilegium they brought was basically the same as 
that of the Lateran Synod of 649, containing both orthodox and 
heretical quotations.''* The citations in the Roman florilegium 
were carefully compared with other versions in patriarchal books 
and those that the legates had brought from Rome, in order to 
ascertain their authenticity. Monothelite texts were likewise 
examined, and those which were found to be forgeries, such as the 
Letter of Menas to Vigilius, were rejected. Macarius of Antioch, who 
had presented the monothelite case with the monk Stephen, was 
accused of producing false texts and anathematised, along with his 
followers. The council concluded this highly origmal exercise in 
literary criticism with the condemnation of Cyrus of Alexandria, 
Sergius, Pyrrhus, Paul, and Peter of Constantinople, ‘Theodore of 


10 Deusdedit’s successor Justin also signed the Acta after the Synod, ACO ser. 2, 1. 402. 16 
(= no, 109). 

"0 The imperial Sacra addressed to Agatho’s predecessor Donus were dated 12 Aug. 678. 

il Fetter of Pope Agatho to Constantine IV (CPG 9418), ACO ser. 2, 2/1. 122-39; subscriptions: 
140-59. 

N2 Sacra Constantint IV imperatoris ad Donum papam (CPG 9416), a. 678: ACO ser. 2, 2/1. 6. 
7-8. 4. Constantine asked for up to twelve Western bishops and representatives from the 
four Greek monasteries in Rome. 

"3 The Letter of Pope Agatho to Constantine IV (CPG 9417) at the time of the Sixth 
Ecumenical Council names several Greeks among the theologians chosen by him to 
expound the Western position on the monothelite question (4CO ser. 2, 2/1. 57. 6-10). 
Agatho presents as his legates Abundantius (bishop of Paterno, i.e. Tempsa), John (bishop 
of Reggio), and John (bishop of Portua), the priests Theodore and George of Rome, with 
the deacon John and the subdeacon Constantine of Rome (as well as Theodore, legate of 
the church of Ravenna). On this, see C. Mazzucchi, ‘Attivita scrittoria calabrese dal VI al 
IX secolo’, in Autori Vari, Calabria Bizantina: Tradizione di preta e tradizione scrittonia nella 
Calabria greca medievale (Rome: Casa del Libro, 1983), 88. 

' Alexakis, 26-31, gives a thorough analysis of the florilegia used at the Sixth 
Ecumenical Council. 
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Pharan, and Honorius of Rome, on the basis of their works. Even 
the Roman legates concurred with the anathema pronounced 
upon the former pope. 

Maximus was not mentioned at the Sixth Ecumenical Council, 
probably to spare imperial embarrassment over his recent con- 
demnation and martyrdom. Nevertheless, the doctrine which he 
and Pope Martin had worked tirelessly to promote, ultimately at 
the cost of their lives, was finally vindicated. In their reliance 
on texts of Scripture, the Fathers, and the church councils, 
Maximus and his disciples showed their concern to adhere to 
orthodox tradition, and. to avoid any charge of mnovation. 
Particularly in the case of ps.-Dionysius the Areopagite, however, 
their authorities were not always unambiguous, and required 
careful exegesis.'? The compilation of florilegia from mainly 
Greek sources has provided a lasting witness to the intellectual 
strength of their resistance. The monothelite doctrine had a brief 
revival under the emperor Phuippikos Bardanes (711-13) who 
removed the image of the Council of Constantinople III from 
the Church of Hagia Sophia, but it was quickly suppressed, and 
the image restored, by the following emperor, Anastasius II.''® 
The orthodox doctrine of two wills in the one person of the 
incarnate Christ, that is, one human will and one divine, distinct 
but not contrary to each other (the doctrine upheld by both the 
Lateran Synod in Rome, and the Sixth Ecumenical Council in the 
imperial capital), thus became a pillar of union rather than a 
source of division between the churches of East and West. 


IV. THE TEXT TRADITION 


Greek Manuscript Tradition'"’ 


Almost all of the early witnesses to the above texts come from 
Southern Italy, where they were copied up unti the thirteenth 
century. Calabria, and particularly its mountainous areas, was the 


1S Maximus’ role as an interpreter of ps.-Dionysius the Areopagite was one of his most 
significant contributions to the history of Christian thought, according to J. Pelikan, ‘Maxi- 
mus in the History of Christian Thought’, in Heinzer~Schénborn, Maximus Confessor, 398. 

6 See Duchesne, ZP 1. 399 = R. Davis, The Lives of the Fighth-Century Popes (Liber 
Pontificalis) (Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 1992), Life of Gregory IT, 91.5, 6 and n. 21. 

7 Much of the following material on the Greek and Latin manuscript traditions has 
appeared in the introduction to the edition of Allen—Neil, pp. xxili~xxx. 
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refuge of many Greek monks from Sicily in the tenth and eleventh 
centuries, fleeing the first wave of invasions by the Arabs, and sub- 
sequently the Norman invasions.'"® ‘These monks sought to pre- 
serve Byzantine culture by the transcription of Greek manuscripts, 
many of which have survived. The monastic centres of Reggio di 
Calabria and Grottoferrata were especially active in the preserva- 
tion of the Maximian tradition. Early copies of the DB are found 
in codices Vaticanus graecus 1912 (10th c.), of Calabrian provenance 
(A); Venetus Marcianus graecus 137 (10th c.) of Italo-Greek provenance 
(M); Vatecanus graecus 1646 (a. 1118) copied by Nicholas of Reggio 
(VY); Parisinus Cotslinianus 267 (12th c.) from Southern Italy (C); 
Venetus Marcianus graecus 135 (13th c.), from Southern Italy (A); 
Scorialensis graecus 273 (12th c.) from Southern Italy ($8); Vaticanus 
graecus 2064 (12th c.) from Reggio di Calabria (W); and Vatopedinus 
475 (late 13th or early 14th c.) from Mt Athos (X). The earliest 
witnesses to the Ep. Max. are A, C, M, R, S, V, and X. The Record is 
also found in these same seven early manuscripts. The Ep. Anas. 
survives in only one Greek manuscript (4) which also contains an 
excerpt of the proceedings of the Lateran Synod. ‘The Comm. 
survives in two codices, Vatcanus graecus 1671 10th c., which seems 
to have been copied in the monastery of Grottoferrata (F), and m 
X. CP, found only in Greek, likewise survives in two manuscripts, 
Sand its copy, C. 

These manuscripts may be divided into two families, the first of 
which contains two manuscripts (R and %) deriving from a 
Constantinopolitan model, and copied in the thirteenth and four- 
teenth centuries. All the others belong in the second family of 
Italo-Greek stock, from the tenth to the twelfth centuries. One of 
these, however, the earliest of the Greek witnesses (A), contains in 
its origina] form a good text of the second family, but has been 
systematically corrected by a second and even a third hand on the 
basis of another text-type, one related to the later manuscripts 


Rand X. 


Relationship between the Greek and Latin Texts 


The Athonite manuscript X seems to approximate most closely to 
Anastasius’ Latin version, and to the model for the corrections of 
A, and may represent the original tradition, before it split onto the 


8 E. Follieri, ‘Attivita scrittoria calabrese nei secoli X—X1’, in Calabria Bizantina, 103-32. 
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South Italian and Constantmopolitan branches. R contains a 
reworked and hagiographicized text, contaming numerous 
gratuitous additions, and changes of word order for no apparent 
reason. However, a close examination of the text of R reveals 
that, despite the somewhat degenerate copy it represents, it is 
descended from the same text-type as that from which Anastasius 
made his translation. The corrector of A has not extended his 
efforts to the Record, and thus A does not demonstrate the same 
affinities with Anastasius’ Latin as do AX in this particular docu- 
ment. The close connection between the Latin and the corrected 
version of Vat. grec. 1g12 (A) has allowed the reconstruction of the 
Greek text at certain points. Where the corrector of A and/or X 
have given a reading that is unique, this has been adopted in the 
Greek text. 

Two of the documents, DB and the Record, are included 
verbatim in the third recension of the Vita Maximi, of which an 
edition is currently in preparation. The third recension of the Vita 
Maxim has seventeen witnesses, the earliest dating to the eleventh 
century. 


Latin Manuscript Tradition 


Our sole surviving copy of Anastasius’ translation of these docu- 
ments appears in a codex now held in the Bibliothéque Nationale, 
Paris. Parisinus Latinus 5095, fos. 27°—58” (p) is a copy made before 
895, in or near Laon, of the original of ¢.874. It belonged originally 
to the collection of the Cathedral School of Laon. The manuscript 
is described as follows: Parchment, 292 mm. X 230 mm.; 35 IL. 1 
col.; 138 fos. (fo. 2 is blank). 

The sources tell us little with regard to the early literary forma- 
tion of the translator, Anastasius Bibliothecartus. It is clear that he 
was brought up in Rome with Latin as his mother tongue,'!? but 
acquired Greek at an early age.’* He received an exceptional 
education, probably within a monastery, as public education had 
disappeared in Rome by the end of the sixth century.!”! Anastasius’ 

119 MGH 7, Ep. 9. 4.23. 11-12! ut nec ipsius linguae meae, in qua natus sum, ne dixertm alienae, wm 
penetrare sufficiam ac per hoc nunquam interpretandi quacunque ratione conamen arripere praesumpsissem. 

20 MGH 7, Ep. 17. 440. 8-9, where Anastasius speaks of the Greek Passion of ps.- 
Dionysius the Areopagite: quam Romae legi, cum puer essem. 


121 'P. Riché, ‘Education et culture dans Italie byzantine’, Education et culture dans U’Occt- 
dent barbare (VF-—VILEF siécles), Patristica Sorbonensia 4. (Paris: Editions du Seuil, 1962), 181-219. 
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contact with the brothers Constantine-Cyril and Methodius from 
867 or 868 would have been valuable for the improvement of his 
linguistic skills. In his preface to the translation of the glosses of 
ps.~Dionysius the Areopagite, he mentions that Constantine-Cyril 
had committed to memory the codex of ps.-Dionysius’ works, and 
had recounted it to his listeners at the time of his visit to Rome.’” 
Anastasius’ career in the Roman curia began when he was 
created cardinal of S Marcello by Pope Leo IV in 847.'** Several 
months later, Anastasius left Rome for reasons which may have 
had to do with his links with the imperial party in Rome, which 
supported the eastern Carolingian emperor Lothar and his son 
Louis I], emperor of Italy, in their opposition to Leo, who had 
been elected without the approval of the emperor. Anastasius was 


excommunicated on 16 December 850 by a council in. Rome 


presided over by Pope Leo, and received the anathema on 19 June 
854.'4 The anathema was also to apply to ‘all those who wanted to 
offer him any assistance or comfort in—God forbid—his election 
to the honour of the pontificate’.’*° Throughout this period, 
Anastasius refused to obey the pope’s imjunction to return to 
Rome for trial, and stayed in exile around Aquileia for five years. 
Upon Leo’s death in July 855, Anastasius marched on Rome with 
an army of supporters, including Arsenius!”° and imperial legates 
of Louis II, to install himself on the papal throne in contempt of all 
due processes of election.’”’ After only three days as anti-pope, 
Anastasius was deposed by supporters of the properly elected 
candidate, Benedict IiI.'*® He was readmitted to lay communion 
by Benedict. 

Under Benedict’s successor Nicholas, the papal candidate 
chosen by Louis II, and perhaps even in the time of Benedict III, 
Anastasius was made abbot of the Roman church of 8. Maria in 

12 MGH 7, Ep. 13. 433. 18-21. 

123 The best accounts of Anastasius’ chequered career are those of Arnaldi, Dzzzonano, 
25-37, and Davis, LP, Introduction to the Lafe of Leo IV, 104-5, 250-2 et passim. 

24 Annales Bertiniani, a. 868, 92-4; Nelson, 146-7. 

25 Davis’s translation in LP, Introduction to the Life of Leo IV, 105, of Annales Bertiniani, 93. 

26 Arsenius, bishop of Orte (855-68), Anastasius’ uncle and the father of Eleutherius, 
held the office of Roman apocristarius, established by Louis II, from 848 or 849. Arsenius 
persuaded Nicholas bishop of Anagni and Mercurius the master of the soldiers to assist him 
in his scheme to install Anastasius in the pontificate, according to Duschesne LP 2. 141 = 
Davis, LP, Laje of Benedict, 106, chs. 67, 169 f. 

127 Duchesne, LP 2. 141-3 = Davis, LP, Life of Benedict II, chs. 8-16. 170-5. 


'28 Duschesne, LP 2. 149-4 = Davis, LP, Life of Benedict HI, chs. 17-20. 174-7. Also Annales 
Bertiniani, 94, Nelson, 148. 
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Trastevere’? and was adopted as Nicholas’ unofficial secretary 
and private adviser. Upon the inauguration of Nicholas’ successor 
Hadrian Hf on 14 December 867, Anastasius was restored to the 
priesthood,'*° and soon after was elevated to the official position of 
bibhothecanius sanctae romanae ecclesiae.'* 

The fortunes of the newly appointed papal librarian changed 
again in 868 when he was accused of complicity in a plot to abduct 
the pope’s wife and daughter. Anastasius’ cousin Eleutherius, on 
the advice of his father Arsenius, abducted Hadrian’s daughter, 
and took the pope’s wife Stephania along as a hostage. Having 
married Hadrian’s daughter who was betrothed to someone else, 
he then killed both her and her mother, apparently at the sugges- 
tion of Anastasius.!*? The anathema of 653 was renewed and 
Anastasius was again deprived of the priesthood on 12 October 
868.'* He seems to have been exonerated from this charge within 
two years, because we find him addressing his translation of the 
proceedings of the Eighth Ecumenical Council (869-70)'** to Pope 
Hadrian II in 871, under the title of abbas et summae ac apostolicae 
vestrae sedis bibliothecarius.!%° He is also referred to as ‘the librarian of 
the apostolic see’ in the Life of Hadrian II at the time of his 
presence at the final session of the council. He had been sent by 
Emperor Louis Il to arrange a marriage contract between Louis’ 
daughter Ermengarde and Emperor Basul’s son Constantine. He 
may have also used Anastasius in his negotiations with Basil for 
naval support against the Saracens, whom he had repelled in 847 
and 852 near Benevento. 


129 Fp. 2, MGH 7, 399. 7-8. 

'30 Duchesne, LP 2. 175 = Davis, LP, Life of Hadrian, ch. 10. 264. Anastasius was restored 
at the same time as Zacharias of Anagni, deposed and excommunicated in 869 for trespass- 
ing on his assignment at the Council of Constantinople, at which the patriarch Ignatius was 
condemned by Photius (on the Council of 861, see Duchesne, LP 2. 158-9 = Davis, LP, Lie 
of Nicholas, ch. 40, 222 and 212 n. 37). 

"3! Annales Bertiniani, a. 868, 92: Isdem vero Eleutherius, consilio, ut fertur, fratris suit Anastastt, 
quem bibliothecarium Romanae ecclesiae in exordio ordinationis suae Adrianus constilueral. 

132 As recorded by Hincmar, Annales Bertiniani, 92; Nelson, 145. 

185 Annales Bertiniam, 94-6; Nelson, 148-50; testimony against Anastasius was given by his 
relative Ado (149). 

134 So called in the West, but not recognized as ecumenical by the eastern church 
because it resulted in the deposition of Photius, Patriarch of Constantinople. On 
Anastasius’ translations of the Acts of the Seventh and Eighth Ecumenical Councils, see 
B. Nei, “The Western Reaction to the Gouncil of Nicaea IP, Journal of Theological Studies 


NS 51 (2000), 533-52. 
85 MGH 7, 403. 23-4. 
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On his return, he was sent to Naples on a double diplomatic 
mission, with a papal and imperial mandate along with Bertanius, 
abbot of Montecassino.’*° He continued to hold the position of 
bibliothecarius under the following pope, John VU, presumably up 
until his death, which occurred probably between 877 and 880. 


Description of the Documents'*’ 


1. Record of the Trial 


A record of the first trial of Maximus and his disciple Anastasius in 
Constantinople in 655, at which Maximus 1s sentenced to exile in 
Bizya, and Anastasius to Perberis. 

Date and Authorsip: It is not possible to give a more precise — 
dating for this trial than the year 655.'°® More specific dates offered 
by Devreesse and van Dieten have relied on the incorrectly dated 
Ep. Max.'*? The text merely says that the trial began ‘several days’ 
after their arrival in Constantinople, for which no precise date 1s 
given. The first day of the trial was a Saturday: ‘For behold, 
Roman emissaries arrived yesterday, and tomorrow on Sunday 
they will communicate with the patriarch.’'*° This seems to refer 
to the emissaries of Pope Eugenius, who presented themselves to 
the see of Constantinople soon after the pope’s election in August 
654. The second day of the trial took place on ‘the next Saturday’ 
and the sentence of exile was given by the emperor on the follow- 
ing Sunday. At the end of the Record,'*’ the author states that, at 
the time of writng, Maximus and his disciple are still mm exile, in 
Bizya and Perberis respectively, indicating that the text was 
written before 8 September 856, when Maximus was transferred 


136 Arnaldi, Dizionario, 33, and also G, Arnaldi, ‘Anastasio Bibliotecario a-Napoli nell’ 
871? Nota sulla tradizione della “Vita Athanasii episcopi Neapolitani” di Guarimpoto’, 
Cultura 18 (1980), 3-33, cites the single source for this information: the gth-cent. Life of 
Athanasius by Guarimpotus, ed. G. Waitz, Vita Athanasu, in MGH Scripiores rerum Langobardt- 
carum et Ialicarem (Hannover: Hahnsche, 1878), 447. Cf. A. Lapétre, L’Europe et le Saint-Stége a 
lépoque carolingienne I: Le pape Jean VIN (872-882) (Paris: Picard, 1895), repr. in Etudes sur la 
Papauté 2 (Turin: Erasmo, 1978), 57-437; here 225f. 

‘37 The following material appears clsewhere in a modified form in Neil, ‘Zives’, 94-101, 
and in Allen—Neil, pp. xv—xxiil. , 

38 Cf. Berthold, 28 n. 1: “This is the first trial of Maximus, which took place in 
Constantinople in Junc, 654’, following Garrigues, ‘Maxime’, 414. 

'39 Cf. Devreesse, ‘La Vie’, 29 £ which follows Winkelmann, no. 132, 542; van Dieten, 
Pairiarchen, 108. On the traditional dating of this letter, see pp. 37-8. 

140 Record §7. 

"4 Record §13. 
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to Rhegium. The existence of two disciples of Maximus, both 
called Anastasius, accounts for two of the claims made for the 
authorship of this document, on account of a phrase from the Life 
of Maximus where the author attributes the Record to the disciple of 
the holy man.'* Devreesse attributed the Record to Anastasius the 
Disciple.’*? Lampe, on the other hand, attributed the Record and 
DB of the Acta Maxim: to Maximus’ supporter and fellow-sufferer, 
Anastasius the Apocrisiartus. The attribution made m the Life of 
Maximus must be treated with caution, until the dating of the 
second recension and its relationship to the third has been estab- 
lished. Theodore Spoudaeus and Theodostus of Gangra, who are 
connected with the documents /p. Anas. and Comm. (nos. 5 and 6 
below), were suggested as jomt authors of these documents by 
Garrigues, since they theoretically could have been eye-witnesses 
to the trial.'** Bracke rejected all these attributions’® in favour of 
the joint authorship of the two documents by Maximus and 
Anastasius his disciple. 


2. Dispute between Maximus and Theodosius of Caesarea 
Bithynia 

An account of the debate between Maximus and Bishop 
Theodosius, which took place in Bizya in August 656, and a brief 
account of further discussions held nm Rhegium and Selymbria in 
the following month. 


Date and Authorship. The DB was written in 656 or 657,'*° that is, 
shortly after the events took place im August and September 656, 
while Anastasius Apocrisiaritus was in exile in Mesembria, and 
Maximus and Anastasius his disciple were in Perberis. Two dates 
given in the text support this dating: 24 August ‘of the now-passed 
fourteenth indiction’ and 8 September ‘of the current fifteenth 
indiction’.'*’ The last part of the DB, the Thard Sentence,. is not 
mcluded in the Latin, and 1s also omitted from one of the Greek 
manuscripts which 1s closest to the Latin, Athonenss Vatopedinus 475. 
It must be considered as a later addition. Like the Record, the DB 
was attributed first to Anastasius the Disciple by Devreesse,'*® 


42 Recension II, PG go. 88D5-10. ‘3 Devreesse, ‘La Vie’, 8. 
4 Garrigues, ‘Maxime’, 414. 45 Bracke, Vita, 132 f£., and 136. 
46 Bracke, Vita, 138 f. 7 Dispute §2 and §g respectively. 


‘8 Devreesse, ‘La Vie’, 8. 
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probably on the basis of the Life of Maximus, Recension IT,'*° then to 
Anastasius Apocrisiarius by Lampe; and thirdly, to Theodore 
Spoudaeus and Theodosius of Gangra by Garrigues.'°° Bracke 
rejects all of these in favour of joint authorship by Maximus and 
Anastasius the Disciple.’*! The redactor of the third recension of 
the Life of Maximus attributes the DB to ‘the disciple of the holy 


man’. 


3. Letter of Maximus to Anastasius his Disciple 


Maximus’ letter to Anastasius of 19 April 658 while they were both 
in exile in Perberis, giving a verbatim account of a discussion 
between Maximus and representatives of the patriarch, unnamed 
here but identified as Peter in two recensions of the Ze.” 


Date and Authorship. This letter was traditionally dated to May 655 
on the basis of Migne’s corrupt version of the text,'°? but the date 
has been correctly established by our edition, which reads 
pecotrevTnKooTy instead of the corrupt trevryKoory.'!°* The correct 
Greek reading agrees with Anastasius Buibliothecarius’ Latin 
version,'”° allowing us to date the letter to rg April 658, since Mid- 
Pentecost fell on 18 April in that year.!°° Bracke claimed that the 
addressee of the letter was more likely to have been Anastasius 
Apocrisiarius, then in exile in Mesembria, than Anastasius the 
Disciple, who was in the same place of exile as Maximus, namely 


9 PG go. 96D8—10. On the relationships between the three recensions of the Vita Maxtmi 
Confessoris, see B. Neil, “The Greek Life of Maximus the Confessor (BHG 1234) and its Three 
Recensions’, Studia Patristica 36 (2001) 46-53. 

190 Garrigues, ‘Maxime’, 427. 

51 Bracke, Vita, 144. 

152 Bracke, Vita, 66; Peter was patriarch of Constantinople from June 654 until October 
666. This letter is incorporated into Recension IT as part of the dispute between Maximus and 
Theodosius bishop of Caesarea Bithynia, and in Recension Tas following shortly after the first 
trial recounted in the Record. 

153 eo. Devreesse, “La Vie’, 30: ‘Maxime raconte que le 18 du mois, hier écrit-il, jour de 
la Pentecéte [18 Mai 655] le patriarche Pierre vint vers lui’; cf. Winkelmann, no. 136, 543, 
dates the interrogation to 16 May. Van Dieten, Painarchen, 107, also adopts the date of 
18 May 655 for the interrogation described in the letter. Pentecost, however, fell on 17 May 
in 655, leaving these calculations one day out. 

'9* See, however, the editorial comment in the Migne edition at PG go. 131-2, n. (a): 
tecorrevTn. legit Anastasius (Biblothecarius) quem et sequor. (The editor, F. Combefis, has 
followed the correct reading of Anastasius Bibliothecarius.) . 

'> Hert quod fuit octava decima mensis dies, qua solemnitas agebatur sanciae Mediae Pentecostes . . . 
(CCSG 39, 160, 2-3 = PL 129. 622. B6~7). 

198 So Bracke, Vita, 69, and Garrigues, ‘Maxime’, 22. 


38 INTRODUCTION 


Perberis, at the time of writing.'"’ However, we have no reason 
to believe that Maximus was in communication with the 
Apocrisiarius at this tume. The incorrect dating of the letter has 
also caused some confusion over the dating of the documents to 
which the letter makes reference. The compromise formula of the 
patriarch Peter of Constantinople does not survive, but 1s reported 
in Ep. Max. by the legates of the patriarch: ‘We say there are two 
Operations on account of diversity, and one on account of the 
union.’ Given the revised dating of the letter of Maximus, the 
letter of the patriarch should rather be dated to some time shortly 
before 19 April 658.'°° 

The meaning of the Latin coda at the end of £p. Max. is 
obscured by its layout in Parisinus latinus 5095, where 1t appears on 
the next line after the name ‘Anastasius’ as follows: 


Haec iussit mihi transcribere et nota facere sanctissumis uobis, quo et ex his 
motione comperta, communem ... afferatis Domino precem. 


Bracke, Garrigues, and Winkelmann have nomimated Maximus 
Confessor as the subject of this sentence, translating it as: “He 
[Maximus] ordered me [Anastasius the Disciple]'°® to transcribe 
this and send it to you,’ and have claimed that the addressees 
(sanctissimis uobis)-were the monks of Cagliari, the addressees of the 
following letter of Anastastus. However, we think it more likely 
that the subject is the Anastasius from the previous. lme, who 
ordered the compiler of these documents to make a copy of 
Maximus’ letter to Anastasius for the edification of others. There 
is some similarity of phrasing in the epilogue of the Commemoratio 
which is part of the Acts ef Pope Martin, pomting to the possible 
authorship of Theodore Spoudaeus.'™ 


'57 Bracke, Vita, 159. 

188 Grumel, Regestes, 233, m0. 305, dates the patriarch’s warning letter to Maximus to 
‘mai 658, avant le 18’, following A. Jillicher, Berichtigung, Festgabe von Fachgenossen und Freunden 
A. von Harnack: zum siebzigsten Geburstag dargebracht (Tubingen: J. C. B. Mohr, 1921), 130-1. 
E. Caspar, Geschichte des Papsttums von den Anfangen bis zur Hthe der Weltherrschaft 2 (Tiibingen: 
J. G. B. Mohr, 1933), 780 and Winkelmann, no. 134, 543, incorrectly date the letter to May 
' 655, following Devreesse, “La Vie’, 29 f, on the basis of their dating of the interrogation to 
that same month 

198 Bracke, Vila, 159, suggests that the recipient is more likely to be Anastasius 
Apocrisiarius, but admits that this cannot be proven from the manuscripts. Anastasius is 
described as Avacrdciov povalovra rov éavrod pabyryy in the title to the Ep. Max. 
(monachum discipulum suum in Anastasius Bibliothecarius’ Latin version). 


160 See Neil, ‘Lives’, 104 f. 
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4. Letter of Anastasius to the Monks of Caghan 


A letter of Anastasius (the disciple or Apocrisiarius?) to the monks 
of Cagliari, seeking their help and offering encouragement in their 
continued resistance to the monothelite party. 


Date and Authorship: This letter, written by Anastasius the monk and 
disciple of Maximus, and addressed to the monks of Caglian, 
exists only in the Latin version of Parisinus latinus 5095, fos. 34-5. 
The identity of its author has not been established with certainty, 
given that ‘Anastasius the monk and disciple’ (Anastasius monachus et 
discipulus) could refer to either of the two disciples of Maximus who 
bore that name. However, authorship is traditionally ascribed to 
Anastasius the Monk, rather than the other Anastasius, who else- 
where always bears the epithet ‘Apocrisiarius’.!*! 

In the Collectanea of Anastasius Bibliothecarius, this letter is 
found immediately following the letter of Maximus to his disciple 
Anastasius the Monk (CPG 7701). The coda of that letter, which 
likewise exists only in Latin, seemed to the editor of the PZ to 
introduce this letter to the monks of Cagliari, whereas Sumond 
placed it, correctly as it seems, adjoining the previous letter. A 
reference to Maximus’ trial (ex zs motione comperta) identifies this 
coda with the account in Maximus’ letter of his examination by 
the patriarchal emissaries on 18 April 658. Although the syntax 
gives rise to ambiguity, Winkelmann and Bracke’™ interpreted the 
coda to mean that Maximus had ordered Anastasius to transcribe 
his letter (Haec wussit mihi transcribere\ for others to read. Thus they 
concluded that Anastasius attached a copy of Maximus’ letter (in 
Greek) to his own letter to the monks of Cagliari.’ While this 
explanation is possible, it seems more likely that Anastasius is the 
subject of the exhortation, and the compiler of the documents 
pertaining to Maximus’ life is the object (mzhi), as we have argued 
in a recent article.'** 

Little is known of the existence of Greek monks in Cagliari in 
the period to which this letter dates (that is, after 19 April 658, the 
date of Maximus’ letter to his disciple Anastasius),’® with the 


8! Cf Bracke, Vita, 79-85, in support of the argument for attribution to Anastasius 
Apocrisiarius. 

162 Winkelmann, no. 137, §43; Bracke, Vita, 79 ff. 

163 See van Dieten, Patnarchen, 108-9. 

16+ Neil, ‘Lives’, 97 

'6° Cf Winkelmann, no. 137, 543. 
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exception of Deusdedit, bishop of Cagliari, who was, in spite of his 
Latinate name, a prominent Greek figure at the Lateran Synod of 
649 in Rome.’ 

Of the two Migne editions, PL 129. 623-6 more closely 
resembles Sirmond’s edition which 1s quite faithful to the original, 
and contains fewer mnovations than the ‘improved’ text of 


Combefis (PG go. 133-6). 


5. Letter of Anastasius the Apocrisiarius to Theodosius of Gangra 


A letter by Anastasius Apocrisiarius, accompanied by Testkmonia 
attributed to Huippolytus, bishop of Portus Romanus, and 
Syllogisms, probably from the hand of Anastasius. 


Date and Authorship: The prologue, which survives only in the Latin 
version, has been added by an unknown party, possibly the 
recipient of the letter, Theodosius of Gangra, or his brother, 
Theodore Spoudaeus.'®’ Anastasius composed this letter during 
his last year of exile in Lazica, before his death on 11 October 
666,’ but it did not reach its addressee Theodosius until August 
668. Both the Latin translation and the Greek text date the death 
of Anastasius the Disciple to 22 or 24 July 662 (cf. the Comm. which 
only gives the latter date). The Latin supplies a description of 
Maximus’ death on 13 August 662, which has not survived in the 
Greek, as well as an account of Anastasius the Apocrisiarius’ trials 
in exile im Lazica and Abasgia from 662, and of the visit he 
received from Stephen, son of the priest John the cimiliarch of the 
Church of the Holy Anastasis. Anastasius records Stephen’s death 
as occurring on I January 665 ‘of the eighth indiction which had 
passed’, thus providing the terminus post quem of his own letter, that 
is, September 665. The scholion recording the death of Anastasius 
the Apocrisiarius on 11 October 666 survives in both the Greek 
and its Latin translation. 

The Testimonia and Syllogisms which are appended to the letter in 
the Parisinus Latinus 5095 (fos. 48'-51") bear the linguistic stamp of 
Anastasius the Apocrisiarius, although he himself attributed the 
Testimonia to Hippolytus, the bishop of Portus Romanus in the late 
second and early third centuries. Anastasius’ account of their 


166 See P. Conte, Zl Sinedo Lateranense dell’ottobre 649, Collezione Teologica 3 (Vatican: 
Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1989}, 162 and passwn. 

167 As suggested in Neu, ‘Lives’, 00 

‘68 See Devreesse, ‘La lettre’, 8n. 1, and 9. 
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origins should be treated with caution: he informed Theodosius of 
Ganera (Ep. Anas. 264/8) that these eight extracts from the Sermon 
of Hippolytus against the heretics Beron and Helicon (CPG 1916) were all 
that he managed to copy before the whole work was snatched © 
from him by imperial officers in Constantinople. Winkelmann’s 
attribution of the so-called ‘extracts’! to the Apocrisiarius himself 
seems most likely, given their anti-monothelite content and convo- 
luted style. The Testzmonia and Syllogisms have not been included in 
this volume because their content 1s syllogistic rather than bio- 
graphical. The Greek version of the text does not appear in any of 
the manuscripts containing the other documents translated in this 
volume.” These two texts will be edited at a later date. 


6. Commemoration 


A commemoration of the trials in exile of Pope Martin I, Maximus 
the Confessor, Anastasius the Disciple, Anastasius the Apocrisia- 
rius, Theodore, and Euprepius, all martyrs for the dyothelite 
cause. 


Date and Authorship: The Comm. was written soon after the Ep. Anas. 
was received in August 668. The author refers to “us, the truly 
lowly Theodosius [of Gangra] and Theodore [Spoudaeus}’. i 
Devreesse has established that Theodore was the more likely 
author, following the attribution in the Greek prologue of the 
work to a certain Theodore, who made a record of events for ‘this 
holy assembly’.'’? Devreesse suggests that this ‘holy assembly’ may 
refer to the association of Spoudaei in Constantinople, who were 
probably descendants of the fifth-century association of the same 
name first established in Constantinople by John Chrysostom to 


169 See Dickamp, Doctrina Patrum, Introd., p. boxxvii n. 3; Winkelmann, no. 126, 541. 

1 The eight extracts of the Yestimonia have survived in at Jeast two Greek codices, 
Bodletanus Mascell. 184 (12th c.) and Parisinus graecus 114g (15th c.), which have been edited by 
Diekamp, Doctrina Patrum, ch. 44. 321-6; see also his Introduction, p. xlviu, on their spurious 
attribution to Hippolytus, the late second-/early third-century bishop of Portus Romanus. 
Another manuscript, now lost, from the collection of Francescus Turrianus, was edited by 
Sirmond together with Anastasius Bibhiothecarius’ Latin translation in his edition of the 
Collectanea, as noted in its introduction, p. vi. 

it "The sacred letter on this subject was handed over to us, the truly lowly Theodosius 
and Theodore, legitimate and genuine brothers, both humble and sinful monks’ (Comm. 
§10). | 

172 is Ocdiwpds tig pabyrevoas 77H Beta dunytper rav7y avyypadyy éromoaaro éyoucay 
ourws (Comm. §3), cited by Devreesse, ‘Elypomnesticon’, 50, as the reason for rejecting his 
original suggestion of Theodosius of Gangra as its author. 
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combat the Arian threat.'’? The brothers have also been asso- 
ciated, on the basis of less convincing evidence, with the church of 
the Holy Anastasis, in either Jerusalem or Constantinople.'”* 

The Greek version has a different title from the Latin, and its 
prologue is drawn largely from Theophanes.'” It describes the 
death of Constans im Sicily, followed by a few Imes mtroducing the 
death in exile of Maximus, the two Anastasi1 and Martin. The 
Latin mtroduction is quite different, and Devreesse claims it must 
be the invention of Anastasius Bibliothecarius.'”° Since we have no 
other examples of Anastasius adding significantly to the works he 
is translating, and because the Latin bears all the signs of being a 
translation from Greek, we do not believe this to be the case. 
Theodore (or a compuler) seems to be the most likely candidate for 
authorship of this prologue, and also for the Latin coda, not edited 
by Sirmond: 


The commemorations give an account of the holy ones: Pope Martin, Maximus 
the monk, his disciples Anastasius and Anastasius, and the brothers Euprepius 
and ‘Theodore.!” 


The author of the Latin prologue refers to ‘the letter of Anastasius 


'3 Devreesse, “Hypomnesticon’, 64 n. 2. On the associations of Spoudaei, see 
S. Pétridés, ‘Les Spoudaei de Jérusalem et de Constantinople’, Echos a’Orient 7 (1904), 341-8. 

1 J.-M. Garrigues, “Le sens de la primauté romaine chez saint Maxime le Confesseur’, 
Istina 21 (1976), 6~24 (here, 15) expresses the opinion that Theodore Spoudaeus and 
Theodore of Gangra were inhabitants of Jerusalem, on the basis of a reference to ‘the holy 
city of our Christ’ in the Latin prologue to Anastasius’ letter to Theodosius: ad Theodostum 
presbyterum Gangrensem, et monachum in sancta Christi nostri cwttate constitutum (Ep. Anas. §1). 
Garrigues goes further in ‘Maxime’, 447 n. 76, where he claims that the numerous allusions 
to (the church of) the Anastasis that we find in the writings of the brothers Theodore and 
Theodosius show that the congregation of Spoudaei to which they claim to belong is that of 
Jerusalem, attached to the Anastasis. J. Noret, in his recent article ‘A qui était destinée la 
lettre BHG 1233d d’Anastase Apocrisiaire?’, AB 118 (2000), 37-42, examines the evidence 
for locating the community of the Anastasis in Jerusalem rather than in Constantinople, as 
Devreessse assumed to be the case in ‘La lettre’, 7 n. 4. However, the allusions to which 
Garrigues and Noret refer do not personally connect the brothers with that church. 
Theodore at least must belong to the congregation of Hagia Sophia, if the title of the 
Narrationes de exilio sancti Papae Martini is accurate: Ex his quae a Theodoro Spudeo sanctae Sophiae 
scripta sunt... (PL 129. 586 D1-2). 

173 C. de Boor, Theophanes Chronographia 1 (Leipzig: Teubner, 1885, repr. New York: 
Georg Olms, 1980), 351f. It has received an excellent translation by C. Mango and 
R. Scott, The Chronicle of Theophanes Confessor: Byzantine and Near Eastern History AD 284-873 
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1997}, 490 f. 

8 Devreesse, ‘Hypomnesticon’, 59, n.3. 

177 Parisinus latinus 5095, fo. 58°: Explciunt commemorationes de sanctis papa Martine et Maximo 
monacho seu Anastasio itemque Anastasio discipulis eius, atque Euprepio et Theodoro Germanis (Comm. 


81i). 
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attached here’, indicating that the Comm. was appended to the Ep. 
Anas. 


7. Against the People of Constantinople 


A later piece of invective against the imperial monothelite party, 
written by an anonymous supporter of Maximus. 


Date and Authorship: This vitriolic document was written after the 
trial of Maximus and the two Anastasii in 662,'”8 and contains a 
number of hapaxlegomena and rare words. If it was not composed by 
Anastasius Apocrisiarius, it could stem from the same circle of 
monks engaged in compiling anti-monothelite material, who were 
possibly also the authors of the Doctrina Patrum.'” 


V. NOTE ON THE TRANSLATIONS 


In translating these documents, we have tried to live up to Théry’s 
dictum: ‘Le vrai réle du critique, qui suppose ce long commerce 
de sympathie avec l’objet de son étude, est de percevoir ces paroles 
intérieures et de les rendres sensibles a ceux qu’un labeur trop pré- 
cipité empécherait d’entendre.”!®° This requires that the critical - 
translator find the delicate balance between a rendition of the text 
that is so pedestrian that it makes insufficient allowance for 
English idiom, and a version so free that accuracy is sacrificed. 
The task is made even more difficult by the fact that we can only 
offer, for one and a half documents, a translation of the Latin 
translation, and that the original Greek itself was often less than 
clear in its expression. However, the Greek, with all its faults, often 
makes better sense than Anastasius’ Latin, and for this reason, we 
have relied upon the Greek text wherever it 1s available. Our pri- 
mary objective was to provide a readable text. That being said, the 
limitations of both the Greek and the Latin have left their mark on 
the English version, and for that we ask for the reader’s for- 
bearance. The Letter of Anastasius to Theodosius of Gangra presented a 
particular challenge, with its turgid style and frequent anacolutha, 

178 Winkelmann, no. 152, gives no suggestion as to the date of the piece. 

‘79 The earliest form of the work has been dated by its editor Dickamp, Doctrina Patrum, 
p. xxix, to some time between 662 (the year of Maximus’ death) and the opening of the 
Sixth Ecumenical Council in 680. 


180 G. Théry, ‘Scot Erigéne, traducteur de Denys’, Archivum Latnitans Medu Aevt 6 (1931), 
185. 
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which have resulted in long sentences that run on for up to half a 
page. We have attempted to break these up where possible, but 
have often had to retain the unwieldy syntactic structures of the 
original in order to preserve the sense. The convoluted theological 
phrases of the Letter of Anastasius to the Monks of Cagliari also proved 
very difficult to render idiomatically, and with no Greek to which 
to refer, we have had to make the best of a text full of lacunae and 
opaque expressions. The author of the Commemoration himself 
apologises for the roughness of his language, and the translation 
can be no more refined than the original, whose interminable 
sentences are, as Devreesse put it, ‘“enchevétrées sans aucun souci 
d’élégance ou méme de correction.”®' Devreesse rightly notes that 
these faults have been aggravated by the manuscript tradition, 
and that Anastasius has not tried to remedy them in his trans- 
lation.'®? The final document, Against the Constantinopolitans, was 
perhaps the most difficult of the Greek texts to translate, contain- 
ing so many hapaxlegomena piled one upon the other, with the result 
that the intensity of the author’s contempt for his adversaries 
makes far greater impact than his rhetorical style. 

The Greek and Latin texts are reproduced from our own edi- 
tion: square brackets mark a word or letter that should be deleted, 
e.g. [poeta]; pointed brackets signal an insertion, e.g. (poeta); 
obelisks mark passages where Latin or Greek is unclear and 
cannot be restored, e.g. {poetat. 

In the English translation words that have been added for the 
sake of clarity are marked with square brackets as usual; pointed 
brackets mark the translation of a word that has been supplied in 
the Greek or Latin text, e.g. (poet). 


‘8 Devreesse, ‘Hypomnesticon’, 65. 182 ybid. 
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An, account of the process which took place between lord Father Maximus and his 
companions, and the officials in the privy chamber.’ 


§x. On the day when both lord Maximus and his companions 
anchored at this royal city, around sunset two commissioners” came 
with ten palace guards,’ and took them off the ship without clothing | 
or shoes. And after separating them from one another they put them 
under guard in different guard-houses. And after some days they 
brought them up to the palace, and led in the old man to the place 
where the senate had assembled and a great crowd besides. And they 
made him stand in the midst of the officials, who were seated, and the 
finance minister* said to him with great anger and frenzy: ‘Are you a 
Christian?’ 

And he said: ‘By the grace of Christ, God of all, Iam a Christian.’ 

And the finance minister said: “That’s not true.’ 

The servant of God answered: ‘You say I’m not, but God says that 
I am, and will remain a Christian.’ 

‘And how,’ he said, ‘if you are a Christian, can you hate the 
emperor?’ 

The servant of God said in reply: ‘And what’s the evidence for 
that? After all, hatred is a hidden disposition of the soul, just as love is 
too.’ 

And he said to him: ‘From what you have done it has become clear 
to everyone that you hate the emperor and his empire. I say this 
because single-handedly you betrayed Egypt, Alexandria, Pentapolis, 
Tripolis and Africa to the Saracens.’ 

‘And what’s the proof of those charges?’ he said. 

And they produced John, the former finance mimister of Peter, the 
former general of Numidia in Africa, who said: “'wenty-two years 
ago the emperor’s grandfather® ordered blessed Peter to take an army 
and go off to Egypt against the Saracens, and he wrote to you, as if he 
were speaking to a servant of God, having confidence in you as a holy 
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person, [to enquire] if you counselled him to set off. And you wrote 
back to him saying he should do nothing of the sort, because God did 
not approve lending aid to the Roman empire during the reign of 
Heraclius and his kin.’’ 

The servant of God said: ‘If you’re speaking the truth, of course 
you have both Peter’s letter to me, and mine to him. Let them be pro- 
duced, and I’ll submit to the punishments decreed by the law.” 

And he said: ‘I don’t have the letter, nor do I know if he wrote to 
you at all. But everyone in the camp at that time was speaking of these 
matters.’ 

The servant of God said to him: ‘If the entire camp was discussing 
that matter, how 1s it that you’re the only one to calumniate me? 
Have you ever seen me, or I you?’ 

And he said: “Never.” 

Then, turning to the senate, the servant of God said: “You must 
judge whether it’s just to have such accusers or witnesses brought 
forward. “For by the judgement you judge, you shall be judged, and by the 
measure that pou measure, ut shall be measured unto you,” said the Lord of all.’ 


§2. And after him they brought in Sergius Magoudas,? who said: 
‘Nine years ago the blessed Father Thomas, who had come from 
Rome, said to me: “Pope Theodore sent me to the patrician Gregory 
to tell him not to be afraid of anybody. I mean that the servant of 
God, Father Maximus, had a vision in his sleep that in the heavens to 
the East and West there were crowds of angels. And the angels in the 
East shouted: ‘Constantine Augustus, you shall conquer,’ whereas the 
angels in the West exclaimed: ‘Gregory Augustus, you shall conquer.’ 
And the voices of those in the West prevailed over those in the 
East.” 71° 

And at that point the finance minister shouted: ‘God has sent you 
to this city to be burnt.’ 

The servant of God said: ‘I give thanks to God who cleanses me of 
my voluntary sins by means of involuntary chastisement. But woe to the 
world because of scandals. For tt 1s necessary that scandals come, but woe to the 
man through whom scandal comes. Such matters should really not have 
been spoken about in the presence of Christians, nor should those 
people go unpunished who fabricate such matters to gratify human 
bemgs, who are here today and gone tomorrow. He should have 
made these accusations while Gregory was alive, and made known to 
the emperor his good wil towards him. The just thing to do, if it com- 
mends itself to you as well, is to make my former calumniator go out 
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and bring in Peter the patrician, and Peter should bring in Father 
Thomas, and Thomas should bring in blessed Pope Theodore. And 
then, in the presence of everyone, I would say to Peter the patrician: 
“Tell me, lord patrician, did you ever write to me on the matters your 
finance minister alleges, or I to you?” And if he should say yes, 
I would submit to chastisement. Similarly too with the blessed pope: 
“Tell me, master, did I ever recount to you a dream of mine?” And 
if he should prove me guilty, his would be the crime, not mime who 
[am supposed] to have seen it. After all, a dream is something which 
is not under the control of the will. The law punishes only actions 
which are under the control of the will, if, that 1s, they are done in 
defiance of it.’ 

Then Troilus said to him: “You’re teasing us, Father. Don’t you 
know where you are?’ 

He said: ‘?’m not teasing you; rather, I am regretting that my life 
should have been spared up to the present, so that I experience 
monstrosities like these.’ 

And the lord Epiphanius said: ‘God knows, he is doing the right 
thing in teasing us about these matters if they aren’t true.’ 

After him the finance munister said with great anger to Maximus 
again: ‘Is it really the case that everyone’s telling lies and you’re the 
only one telling the truth?’ 

And the servant of God said to him in reply, weeping as he spoke: 
‘With God’s permission, you have the power over both life and death. 
However, if these people are telling the truth, then it’s Satan who’s 
really God. But if he isn’t, as indeed he’s not, these people haven’t 
told the truth either. Nor may I be worthy to see in the company of 
Christians the manifestation of the supersubstantial God, who is both 
maker and demuurge, creator, provider, judge, and Saviour of all, if 
I ever had a dream of this kind or heard another person recount it, 
except at this present time by lord Sergius, who is well disposed to the 
empire.’ 


§3. Then they produced a third accuser, Theodore, the son of John 
the former subaltern,'! whose surname was Chila, who is now the 
son-in-law” of the lord patrician Plato,'? who said: ‘In a conversation 
that took place between us in Rome on the subject of the emperor, he 
ridiculed what was said, making sounds of contempt and derision.’ 
The servant of God said to him: ‘T have never conversed with you 
except once, with the most holy lord presbyter Theocharistos, the 
brother of the exarch,'° through the primicerius,!® when I was 
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enjoined by letter to do this. And if ’m found to be lying, I'll take 
what’s coming.’ | 


§4. And after him, they brought a fourth person, Gregory the son of 
Photinus,!’ who said: ‘I went to Father Maximus’ cell in Rome, and, 
when I said that the emperor was a priest too, Father Anastasius, his 
disciple, said: “He shouldn’t be considered a priest.” ’ 

And straight away the servant of God said to him: ‘Fear God, lord 
Gregory, my fellow servant said nothing at all during the discussion 
on matters like these.’ And he threw himself on the ground, saying to 
the senate: ‘Bear with your servant and I'll tell you everything as it 
was said, and he will convict me if I lie. When my lord Gregory came 
to Rome, he deigned to come to your servant’s cell. When I saw him, 
as is my custom, I threw myself down on the ground and welcomed ° 
him respectfully. And I kissed him and said to him after we had sat 
down: “What is the reason for the welcome arrival of my master?” 
And he said: “Our good master, who is established in God, in his care 
for the peace of God’s holy churches, has issued an order to the pope, 
who is honoured by God, sending an offering as well to St Peter, 
urging him to be united with the president of Constantinople." 
His orthodox Majesty deigned that this order be sent through my 
mediocrity.” And I said: “Glory to God who made you worthy to per- 
form such a service. Only [tell me] if you know, on what terms His 
divinely crowned Serenity has ordered the union to come about.” 
And you said: “On the terms of the Zypos.”!? And I said: “This, in my 
opinion, is an impossible situation, for the Romans won’t allow the 
illuminating statements of the holy Fathers to be annulled simultane- 
ously with the expressions of impure heretics, or the truth to be 
snuffed out simultaneously with falsehood, or the light to perish 
simultaneously with darkness. I mean that there will be nothing for us 
to worship if the sayings taught by God are annulled.” And you said: 
“The Typos won’t cause the annulment of the sacred expressions, but 
silence, so that we may arrange peace.” And I said: “According to 
divine Scripture, silence is also annulment. For God said through 
David: ‘There is no speech, nor are there words, whose sounds are not heard.’ 
Therefore, unless the words concerning God are spoken and heard, 
they don’t exist at all, according to Scripture.” And you said: “Don’t 
make matters more difficult for me”’—I’m satisfied with the holy 
creed.” “And how,” I said, “can you be satisfied with the holy creed if 
you have accepted the Typos?” “And what harm 1s there in accepting 
the Zypos and saymg the creed?” you asked. I said: “Obviously the 
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Typos annuls the creed.” And you said: “By the Lord, how?” “Let us 
recite the creed,” I said, “and you must know how it 1s annulled by 
the Typos.” And you began to recite it: “J belzeve in one God, Father 
almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things both seen and unseen.”*' “Wait 
a moment,” I said, “and learn how the faith of those in Nicaea is 
repudiated. I mean that God wouldn’t be a maker were he deprived 
of a natural will and activity, if he made heaven and earth by an act of 
will and not through compulsion, if what David says in the Spirit is 
true: ‘Whatever the Lord willed, he did in heaven and on earth, in the seas and in 
all the deeps.’ But tf the saving faith should be annulled simultaneously 
with erroneous belief for the sake of an arrangement, this kind of so- 
called arrangement is a complete separation from God and not a 
union. I mean that tomorrow the hateful Jews will also begin to say: 
‘Let’s arrange a peace with one another, and unite, and let us remove: 
circumcision and you baptism, and we won’t fight with each other 
any more.’ This is what the Arians too once proposed in writing at 
the time of Constantine the Great, when they said: ‘Let’s remove the 
words “homoousion” and “heteroousion” and let the churches 
unite.”* Our God-bearing Fathers didn’t accept this; instead they 
chose to be persecuted and to die rather than pass over in silence an 
expression which indicated the one supersubstantial godhead of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. And Constantine the Great 
concurred with those who had made these proposals, as has been 
recorded by many who diligently wrote about the events of that 
tume.?* No emperor was able to persuade the Fathers who speak of 
God to be reconciled with the heretics of their times by means of 
equivocal expressions. Instead they employed clear and authoritative 
expressions, and ones that corresponded to the teaching that was 
being inquired into, saying plainly that it is the mark of priests to 
make an inquiry and to define on the subject of the saving teachings 
of the catholic church.” And you said: “Well then, isn’t every 
Christian emperor also a priest?” And I said: “No, he isn’t, because 
he neither stands beside the altar, and after the consecration of the 
bread elevates it with the words: ‘Holy things for the holy’;** nor does he 
baptize, nor perform the rite of anointing, nor does he ordain and 
make bishops and presbyters and deacons; nor does he anoint 
churches,” nor does he wear the symbols of the priesthood, the 
pallium and the Gospel book, as [he wears the symbols] of imperial 
office, the crown and purple.” And you said: “How is it that Scripture 
says that Melchisedek was king and priest?” And I said: “Melchisedek 
was a single type*® of the one who was king by nature, God of all 
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things, who became by nature a high-priest on account of our salva- 
tion. Since you say that there is another person who is king and priest 
according to the order of Melchisedek, you must also be bold enough to say 
the rest—that he is without father, without mother, without genealogy, without 
beginning to his days, nor end to his hfe. And observe the evil that grows 
out of this idea~-another such person will be found who is God 
incarnate according to the order of Melchisedek, but not according to the 
order of Aaron, to work out our salvation. But why do we want to 
enumerate many points: during the holy anaphora at the holy table, 
after the high-priests and priests and deacons and the whole clerical 
rank, the emperors are remembered with the laity when the deacon 
says: ‘And the lay-people who have fallen asleep in faith, Constantine, Constans, 
and the others.*’ Thus he remembers the living emperors as well, after 
all the clergy.” ’ . 

While he was saying this, Menas”® shouted: ‘By making these state- 
ments you have split the church.’ 

And he said to him: ‘If the one who states what is in Scripture and 
the holy Fathers splits the church, what will the person who annuls 
the teachings of saints be shown to do to the church, without which 
[sc. teachings] the church’s very existence is impossible?’ 

And turning around, the finance minister shouted to the exarch’s 
people: ‘Say to the exarch: “Should you have allowed a person like 
this to live where you rule?” 


§5. And when they had taken him outside, they brought in his 
disciple, and when they demanded that he denounce his superior on 
the grounds that he had distressed Pyrrhus, he answered in a soft 
voice what was true: ‘Nobody honoured Pyrrhus as my superior did.’ 
And he was ordered to speak up. And because he didn’t consent to be 
deprived of the respectful way of talking that is fitting for monks, he 
ordered him to be beaten by those standing by; and by punching him 
they rendered him half-dead. And when they had been dismissed to 
the prisons, Menas laid hold of the old man, saying in the presence of 
the officials: “God has struck you and brought you here so that you 
might accept the consequences of what you did to others, when you 
led everyone into the error of the teachings of Origen.’” 

The servant of God said to him m the presence of everyone: 
‘Anathema on Origen and his teachings, and on everyone of the 
same mind as himself.’ . 

And the patrician Epiphanius said: “The censure adduced by you 
against him, lord Father Menas, has come to an end, such that, even 


60 RELATIO MOTIONIS 


3 x f > aw A ‘ 3 A _ oF i 35 

Eyq@ Téws ovK €TL ToLoUTO TEpt aUTOU AEyomEvov TapadEexouat 
. 3 f o A a f / 

Kai annvéxéy exaotos avrav, €v @ mapedvAdrteto TOT. 


a ” 3 ” € f 4 4 € % *~ f T oh e 
§6. Kat 77} av7H nuépa mept THY adny rob Avxyvov, Lpwidos o 
f % f i “ t % “~ i n~ 
matpiktos Kat Lepyios o Hixpatds o emt THs Tpanélyns THs 
mn / 4 4 ad “ n ‘ / 
BaotAikys Tmapeyévovto mpos Tov dovAov Tod Deot tov yépovra, 
1 , ; y / 4 > x 
Kat Kalioavtes éxéXevoav Kat attov Kabicat, Kat elmov mpos 
> / ce ? 4 e a“ “ 3 a“ 4 4 ” 4 / 
avtov' “Kime ynuiv, Ktdpe aBBa, tHv petaEv ood Kat Lluppov 
/ 3 “ / \ a / / \ 
yevonevny ev Adpixy Kat Pwoun Tept TOV doyuatwv Kivnow" Kat 
/ ? 4 / / / 4 tl 4 
moios avTov emetoas Adyois dvafeuatioa: TO OOypa TO idtov, Kat 
a) “ f 35 
T@ o@ ovvbéoba. 
+ 3 if 3 ~ if “ a t / 3 i 
Kat adnyjoato attois mavta KabeEjs, doa 7 pvHun avéowoer. 
x al > a ec? 4 f Aa 3 Mv 3 4 4 4 
Kat totto eizev ott “Hya@ déypa idtov otk éxyw, aAAa TO KowWdov 
nm 3 f nm n % 3 /f s 4 c rs 
THs exkAnoias THs KaBoAKHS. Ob yap Exivyoa dwvnv THY oLavody, 
ti f if f 
iva tdLov pou Aéyetat boypua.” 
4 ‘ a +) 3 / / 3 m ee 3 ~ 
Kat peta racav tHv adnynow Aéyovow att@ “Ov Kowoveis 
“A / / 53 
T@ Opdvm KwvotravtwouTddews; 
4 7, ee 3 a $5 
Kai etrev- “Ob xowaved. 
| A fa > n > # $4 > 
La TOLAY OU KOLVWVEIS aiTiaV;” EtToV. 
F) f ae ey 4 f f if é 
Anexpify “Ore tas ayias téooapas ovvddous €€€Badov dia 
~ 3 3 f i 3 f / 4 4s ~ 3 
tav ev AdeEavipeia yevaévwv evvéa Kehadatwy: Kat dua THs EV 
/ a“ d . / ‘ / 3 / . \ 
TaUTH TH TOAEL yevouevyns Tapa Xepyiou Exbéoews, Kai dia 
~ ~ 4 a ta n i 
TOU TMpoocExw@s em THS EKTYS WwduKTL@vos exTEbévtos Tbmov: Kai 
f ef ? é ‘ fa / \ “~ 7 / 
OTL amTrep edoypatioav dia TaY Kehadraiwy, dia THS Bxbé€oews 
/ a hid ? / 4 ~ i) Aé 4 ~ 
KaTEKpWWaV Kal aTEp edoypatioayv dia THS Exféoews, dia Tov 
é ? 4 a 4 ¢ t / t 3 
Tirov nKtbpwoav Kat Kabeiiav EavTovs TooavTakis. Ot Toivuy vd 
t “~ f 4 a / 4 “~ nm 
eauTa@y KkataKkpilévtes Kat UO T@V Pwyaiwy Kat THS pEeTa TadTa 
4 ad “ if if é 
emi THS Gyddns (VOtKTL@VOS yevopéevyns ovvddov KablatpeBevTes, Kai 
mn e / f é 3 mn / * 
THS tepwotvns yupv@bertes, Toiay émtteAodoL uvoTaywyiav’ 7 
n ~ *” 4 ~ / 3 a 3 m 455 
Totov TVEDWA TOLS TAPA TAY TOLOUTHV ETLTEAOLPLEVOLS ETTLPOLTG; 
. / ? ~ aad Are s Dv / / 4 / 
Kat X€yovow avra: i ovv; XD povos owly, Kat mavTes 
> é 33 
anoAAvyTa; 
x > ce as f € a a xy 
Kat elfrev: “Ovdéva Kxaréxpiwav ot tpeis maides fut) Tmpoo- 
é ~ f / f f 
KUVHOaVTES TH ELKOVL, TAaVTWY avipwTaV mpooKLvoUVTwY. OD yap 
3 f 1 ~ vw 3 3 3 fd ef a 3 4 4 3 
€oxoTouv Ta T@V aAAwy, GAA” E€oKdTOUY OTwWS GV aUTOL Ly EK- 
/ a “ > f k ev \ 4 3 > ‘ 
méowow THS aAnfots evoeBetas.’ OtTw Kat AavinA PAnbets ets Tov 
rd ~ f f 4 ~ ff 
AdKkKov Ta@v AcOvTwMY, OU KaTEKpLYVE TIA TOMY LH TpocEevEapéevaw 
~ a 4 4‘ / A é > 4 \ Mw ? / 4 
T@ Oew kata 70 Géomioua Aapeiov, adda To tdiov EoxdmNoEV’ KaL 
oy ? ra . ~ a a . ¢ 4 an fa 
etAato amobaveiv, Kat ut) Tapamrecety TOD Deod, Kai uo THs ldias 
i Cf Dan. 3:18 


RECORD OF THE TRIAL 61 


if he were an Origenist, he freed himself from a charge like that when 
he pronounced the anathema. From now on I won’t have a charge of 
that nature made about him any longer.’ And each one of them was 
led away to the place where they were kept under guard. 


§6. And on the same day about nightfall, Troilus the patrician and 
Sergius Eucratas,°*° the one in charge of the royal table,*' came to the 
old man, the servant of God, and when they had sat down they 
ordered him, too, to sit, and said to him: “Tell us, lord Father, about 
the doctrinal dispute which took place between you and Pyrrhus min 
Africa and Rome, and what words you used to convince him to 
anathematise his own teaching and to agree to yours.’ 

And he recounted to them in order everything that his memory 
had stored up. And he said this: ‘I don’t have a teaching of my own, 
but the common one of the catholic church. I mean that I haven’t ini- 
tiated any expression at all that could be called my own teaching.’ 

And at the end of his entire account they said to him: ‘Aren’t you 
in communion with the throne of Constantinople?” 

And he said: ‘No, ’m not.’ 

‘What’s the reason that you’re not n communion?’ they asked. 

He answered: “They rejected the four holy synods through the Wine 
Chapters which came into being in Alexandria,» and through the 
Ekthesis which came into being in this city by Sergius,** and through 
the Typos which was published recently in the sixth indiction.*® What 
they proclaimed as teaching through the Chapters, they condemned 
through the Hkthesis; and what they proclaimed as teaching through 
the Ekthesis, they cancelled through the Typos; and they condemned 
themselves as many times.*° Those, therefore, who passed judgement 
on themselves and the Romans and were condemned subsequently at 
the synod which took place im the eighth indiction,*’ and were 
stripped of the priesthood—what kind of liturgy can they celebrate, 
or what kind of Spirit can come upon [liturgies] celebrated by such 
people?’ 

And they said to him: ‘How can you say that? Is it the case that 
you're the only one who’ll be saved, and everyone [else] will be lost?’ 

And he said: “The three boys didn’t pass judgement on anyone 
when they didn’t adore the idol, while all [other] people did. I mean 
that they didn’t examine the affairs of others, but they examined the 
question how they personally shouldn’t lapse from true religious 
observance. Similarly, too, when Daniel was thrown into the lions’ 
den he didn’t pass judgement on anyone who hadn’t prayed to God 
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in accordance with the decree of Darius, but he examined his own 
conduct. And he chose to die and not to backslide from God, and to 
be flayed by his own conscience in the matter of the transgression of 
the natural law. May God then grant me too not to pass judgement 
on anyone or to declare that I’m the only one who’s saved. To the 
best of my ability ll choose to die rather than have on my conscience 
the worry that in some way or other I have suffered a lapse with 
regard to behefin God.’ 


§7. They said to him: ‘And what will you be in a position to do, 
should the Romans be united with the Byzantines? Look, after all, the 
apocrisiaru came from Rome yesterday, and they will communicate 
with the patriarch tomorrow, Sunday—it will become clear to every- 
one that it was you who turned the Romans away. Doubiless with 
you removed from here, they will agree with the Byzantines.’ 

And he said to them: “Those who have come won’t prejudice the 
see of Rome in any way, even if they do communicate, because they 
haven’t brought a letter to the patriarch.*? And PU never be con- 
vinced that the Romans will be united with the Byzantines, unless 
they confess that our Lord and God by nature wills and works our 
salvation according to each [of the natures] from which he is, and in 
which he is, as well as which he is.’ | 

And they said: “But if the Romans should come to terms with the 
Byzantines, what will you do?’ 

And he said: “The Holy Spirit, through the apostle, condemns even 
angels who innovate in some way contrary to what is preached.’ 

And they said: ‘Is it altogether necessary to speak of wills and 
activities on the subject of Christ?’ 

He replied: ‘Altogether necessary, if we want to worship in truth, 
for no being exists without natural activity. I mean that the holy 
Fathers say plamly that it is impossible for any nature at all to exist or 
be recognised apart from its essential activity.*? And if a nature can 
neither exist nor be known apart from the activity which character- 
izes it according to substance, how is it possible for Christ to exist or 
be known as truly God and human being by nature? After all, accord- 
ing to the Fathers, the lion that loses its roar is no longer a lion, and if 
the dog loses its bark, it’s no longer a dog.*! And anything else that 
loses what is naturally constitutive of it is no longer what it was.’ 

And they said to him: ‘We actually know that this is so. But don’t 
distress the emperor, who issued the Typos for the sake of peace and 
that alone, not because he wanted to destroy any of those things 
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apprehended spiritually on the subject of Christ, but because, with an 
eye to peace, he was arranging for the silencing of the expressions 
which were causing the dissension.’ 

And throwing himself on the ground, the servant of God said tear- 
fully: ‘The good and orthodox” master shouldn’t be distressed by my 
lowliness. I say this because I cannot distress God by keeping silent 
about what he himself ordered to be said and confessed. For if, 
according to the divine apostle, he is the one who founded in the church 
Jirst apostles, second prophets, third teachers, it’s clear that he is the one who 
spoke through them. Throughout all of holy Scripture, therefore, 
both the Old and the New Testaments, and also throughout the holy 
teachers and synods, we are taught that the incarnate God both wills 
and works in both his divinity and his humanity. For he lacks none of 
those things in which he is recognised as God, or of those things in . 
which he is known by nature as a human being, except sin. If he is 
complete according to each, in that he ts not lacking in anything with 
respect to either, obviously the person who doesn’t confess him to be 
what he is, with all the natural properties which belong to him 
according to each (both those from which, in which, and which he is), 
is adulterating the whole mystery concerning Christ.’ 


§8. And after being silent for a while, they said while nodding to 
each other: “How are you able to show that those in charge of the see 
of Constantinople rejected the synods?” | 

And he said to them: ‘It’s already been shown in part from what 
I said in Rome to the lord Gregory the secretary. And now if it 
pleases the master for it to be shown, he will give an order that per- 
mission be given to your unworthy servant, and J shall make a list of 
books (because mine have been confiscated), and Pll make this plain 
to everyone without any verbal riddles.’ 

And subsequently, when many other matters had been discussed, 
they turned both arguments and thoughts to Scripture, nature, and 
grammar. They enjoyed these discussions, and their attitude became 
more cheerful. And they began to say: “The Lord knows that we have 
obtained spiritual profit, and from now on we won’t importune you.’ 


§g. Lord Sergius said to him: ‘Often I went to your cell in Bebbas™ 
and listened to your teaching. God will come to your aid. Don’t be 
anxious. There’s only one point on which you distress, everyone, 
namely that you’re causing many people to be separated from the 
communion of the church here.’ 
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‘Is there anyone,’ said the servant of God, ‘who claims that I said: 
“Don’t communicate with the church of the Byzantines”?’ 

Lord Sergius answered: “The very fact that you’re not in 
communion is a great argument for everyone not to be in commu- 
nion.’ 

And the servant of God said: “There’s nothing more compelling 
than an accusing conscience, and nothing more outspoken than a 
supporting one.’ 

Lord Troilus, on hearing that the Typos was anathematized 
throughout the entire West, said to the servant of God: ‘Is it a good 
thing that the reputation of our orthodox master suffer outrage?’ 

The servant of God answered: ‘May God forgive those who caused 
the master to issue the 7ypos and those who allowed it.’ 

And he said: ‘Who are the ones who caused [him to issue it] and: 
who are the ones who allowed it?’ 

He answered: “The ecclesiastical officials caused [him to do it] and 
the state officials allowed it. Look at how the filth from those respons- 
ible has spread out over the one who 1s innocent and pure of any 
heresy. But advise him to do what his late grandfather did, {who 1s 
kept] in orthodox memory: on becoming aware that some people in 
the West were heaping blame on him, he freed himself of any censure 
from the church through a decree which he composed:* “The 
Ekthesis is not mine, for I neither dictated 1t nor ordered its composi- 
tion. But the patriarch Sergius, who composed it five years before my 
return from the East,*® requested me on my return to that all-fortu- 
nate city that it be published in my name with my signature. And I 
acceded to his demand. Now, however, knowing that some people 
are in dispute over it, Iam making it clear to everyone that it 1s not 
mine.” He issued this decree to the blessed Pope John, who had con- 
demned the Ekthesis at the time when he wrote to Pyrrhus.*’ And from 
that time on the Ekthesis was called everywhere the work of Sergius. 
Let the one who now rules over us in an orthodox manner do this too, 
and his reputation will remaim completely undefiled by any censure.’ 

Then, shaking their heads, they became silent, saying only this: 
“The whole problem 1s difficult and insoluble.’ 

After these and other different matters had been discussed, they 
exchange obeisances and left very cheerfully. 
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§ro. And again, on the next Saturday,* they brought them into 
the palace. And they brought in first the old man’s disciple, the two 
patriarchs also being present at the time. And they brought 
Constantine and Menas, the old man’s accusers, and these 
demanded that the disciple agree entirely with what they had said. 
With great outspokenness the disciple said fearlessly to the senate: 
‘Are you bringing Constantine into the privy chamber of the palace? 
He’s neither a priest nor a monk, but a pander. It was known to 
the Africans and Romans what kind of females he kept when he 
went there. Everyone knew the tricks he used to hide the fact: some- 
times he said that they were his sisters, sometimes he said: “I took 
them so that they wouldn’t be in communion with the church of 
Constantinople, in case they be stained by communion with 
heretics.” And again, if the opportunity for wantonness failed him, 
and he found a region where he was unknown, he would do the 
same things for the sake of disgusting profit and dirty pleasure. And 
for those who want to lead a decent life it’s a great shame ever to 
come in contact with him.’ Then after that, when he was asked if 
he had anathematized the Typos, he answered fearlessly: ‘Not only 
have I anathematized it, but I’ve also composed a small document”! 
[against it].’ 

‘How can you say that? Don’t you confess that you’ve acted 
wrongly?’ the officials said to him. 

And he said: “May God not grant that I should say that what 
I did correctly according to the law of the church was done wrongly.’ 


§1rx. And when he had been asked many other questions and had 
answered as God provided, he was led out of the privy chamber, and 
they brought in the old man, and lord Troilus said to him: “Speak, 
Father. Look, speak the truth, and the master will have pity on you; 
because if we go through a legal enquiry and if even one of the 
accusations against you is true, the law will take your life.’ 

And he said: ‘I’ve already said, and I say it again, that if one 
single thing is said to be true, Satan too is God. But if he’s not God 
but an apostate, the accusations made against me are also false and 
without substance. Still, if you order something to be done, so be it. if 
I worship God I won’t come to harm.’ 

And he said to him: “Didn’t you anathematize the Typos?’ 

He answered: ‘I’ve said many times that I did.’ 

He said to him: ‘You’ve anathematized the Typos—you’ve anathe- 
matized the emperor.’ 


7O RELATIO MOTIONIS 


Kai Aéye: adra: “ITot avebeuatiobn;” 
sey’ A a i a 55 3 / ct a J 4 > f a“ 
TO THS Guvddov Pwuns” amexpidn, “ets THY ExkAnoiay Tov 
LwTnpos Kat eis THY Oeotdkov.” 
/ f 1 > 4 cow ce a - 3 é a 
Tore Aéyet mpdos avtov 6 enapxos: “Kowuwveis tH €xxAnoia trav 
MOE, 7 OV KOWwuveEis;” 
3 é 4 > Ce 3 a 35 
Arexpién, cat eimev' “Ob Kowwrda. 
/ > “a ce 1 / 93 
Aéye: avta@: “Ata ri; 
7, 
Anexpibn: “"Ori €€w EBadev tas ovvddous.” 
1 s ae F 1 ” Ail 1 f “a 3 1 / 
Kai einev: “'Eav Ew éBadev tas ovvddous, 7s eis Ta Simtuxya 
avapepovTat;” 
a a é 
Kat Aéyer: “Kai tis ovnois 6vopatwyv, trav doypatwy éxBeBAn- 
pévenv;” 
\ cla a ral 
“Kat dvvacat,” éby, “rotro dei&at;” 
‘y / id “ 
Kot eimev. “Hav AadBw ddevav, kai Kedevere, SeryOivar eyes 
TOUTO TaVU EvYEpwS.” 
7 é ? é 3 m e / ia4 4 f 
Kat ovwnyodvrwv mavrwv Aéyer avt@ 0 cakedAAdpios: “Aid ri 
~ ¢ a 
ayanas Tous Pwpuaious, Kat Tovs Cpatkovs poets;” 
3 4 e a a an > tc ? rat 
Anoxpifeis 6 Tot Weot dodXos efrev: “Tlapayyediav €xopwev Tob 
“ ? ral i 
uy projoa Twa.” Ayarw tous Pwpyaious ws duotiatous, Tots d€ 
/ 
Fparkovs ws 6poyAwmooous.” 
4 a a 
Kai wadw Aéyer att@ 6 caxeddAapios: “Técav érav Aéyeis 
, 7 
O€AUTOV;” 
3, é ce F955 
Anexpiby: “oe’, 
1 é 3 a [74 f fa M 1 a ¢ é 
Kat rA€éyer adtr@: “Ilécous ypdvous exes wera cot 6 pabynrihs 


” 
Cov, 


; 
Amexpibn: “AG".” 
Tére avéxpa&ev eis xAnpixos: “Amédwné cor 6 eds doa 
evoinoas T@ paxapiw Ilvppw.” 
ITI pos 6v ovdev arexpiby 6Aws. 


§12. Toootrav dé Aadnbévrav ev T@ cexpeT@, oddels ovdev GAws 
at a 3 f 3 1 ~ “a 4 wn / 
TaVv TaTpLapyav epiéyEaTto. Kv d€ r@ KivetoGar wept THS GuVddov 
Powpys Adyov, cpaler 6 Anpoobevns: “Od Kextipwrat 7 ovvodos, 

TOU oVvyKpoTHoavTos auTnV KafaipeBérros.” 

Kat Aéyee 0 rot Beotv dotvrAos: “Ov Kalypéby, GAA’ edi@yOn. 
Iloia yéyovey €mi Tois TmeTpaypeévois GvvodtKy Kal KavOVLKT 
aoparws Exovoa avtov thy Kkabaipeow; [TAjv va Kal Kavovikads 
Kabypébyn, ov tovet ToUTO TpdKpia Tois 6pb0ddEws KaTa TOvS 


" Cf. Matt. 5: 38~48, Lk. 6: 27 


RECORD OF THE TRIAL 71 


The servant of God answered: ‘I haven’t anathematized the 
emperor, but a document alien to the faith of the church.’ 

And he said to him: ‘Where was it anathematized?” 

‘During the synod of Rome,’ he answered, ‘in the Church of the 
Saviour and in that of the Mother of God.”*? 

Then the eparch said to him: ‘Are you m communion with the 
church of the people in this city, or are you not?’ 

He answered and said: ‘I’m not.’ 

He said to him: “Why?” 

He answered: ‘Because it has rejected the synods.’ 

And he said: ‘If it has rejected the synods, how is it that they are 
referred to in the diptychs?’ 

And he said: ‘What’s the use of names, if the teachings have been 
rejected?’ 

‘And can you,’ he said, ‘prove this?” 

And he said: ‘If have permission, and you give the order, it will be 
very easy for this to be proven.’ 

And when everyone had stopped speaking the finance minister 
said to him: “Why do you love the Romans, and hate the Greeks?’ 

The servant of God said in reply: “We have a commandment not 
to hate anybody. I love the Romans because we share the same faith, 
whereas I love the Greeks because we share the same language.’ 

And again the finance minister said to him: ‘How old do you say 
you are?’ 

He answered: ‘Seventy-five.’ 

And he said to him: ‘How many years has your disciple been with 
you?’ 

He answered: “Thirty-seven.” 

Then one of the clerics called out: “God has paid you back for what 
you did to blessed Pyrrhus.’ 

To this man he made no reply at all. 


§12. Durmg the lengthy discussions m the privy chamber, not one 
of the patriarchs said anything at all. But when mention was made 
of the synod of Rome, Demosthenes® called out: ‘The synod has 
not been ratified, because the person who convened it has been 
deposed.’ | 

And the servant of God said: ‘Not deposed but banished. What 
synodical and canonical act is there in the proceedings which firmly 
supports his deposition? Still, even if he were canonically deposed, this 
does not prejudice what was ratified in an orthodox manner through 
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the sacred canon, with which the writings of the late Pope ‘Theodore 
concur as well.’ 

And lord Troilus said when he heard this: “You don’t know what 
you're saying, Father. What’s happened has happened.’ 


813. Dhis was what was done and said, as much as can be 
remembered. And the process against them came to an end 
like this, when the holy old man was dismissed from the privy 
chamber into prison. And on the next day, which was Sunday, the 
ecclesiastical officials took counsel and persuaded the emperor to sen- 
tence them to this cruel and inhuman exile, separating them from 
each other, the holy old man to Bizya, a fort in Thrace, his disciple to 
Perberis, which is the furthest outpost of the Roman empire,” with- 
out provisions, without clothing, without nourishment, deprived of all. 
resources for living. They were not close to the sea, so that they did 
not have visits from those who took pity on them. And so they are, 
without clothing and without nourishment, having only hope in God. 
They exhort all Christians with the cry: “Pray through the Lord that 
God may perfect his mercy by the aid of our dejection, and may teach 
us that those who sail along with him experience a savage sea, as the 
ship is tossed by wind and wave, but remains unshakeable.’ Their 
point is that he allowed them to be tried by rough surf, testing their 
disposition towards him, so that they might call out loudly: “Lord, save 
us—we're perishing; and so that they might learn to attribute to him 
everything that pertained to their salvation; and so that by not relying 
on themselves they might attain great calm when the wind and the 
waves had been lulled. And he delivers them inéo the midst of wolves and 
encourages them to go in through the narrow gate, and to travel along the 
straight path. And he offers them hunger, thirst, nakedness, bonds, 
prisons, guards, captivity, scourging, a cross, nails, vinegar, bile, spit- 
ting, slapping, buffeting, and mockery. And suffering and different 
types of death. ‘The end of these [tribulations] is a radiant resurrec- 
tion, bringing peace with it for those who have been persecuted on his 
account, and joy to those who have been afflicted on his account, and 
ascent into heaven, and access to the Father’s super-essential throne, 
and an appointed place above every rule and authority and power and domina- 
tion, and above every name that is named, whether in the present age or in the age 
to come. May we all obtain it, through the prayers and intercessions of 
the ever-virgin Mary, who is truly by nature Mother of God, all- 
praiseworthy and all-revered and supremely glorious, and of the holy 
apostles, prophets, and martyrs, amen. 
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DISPUTATIO INTER MAXIMUM 
ET THEODOSIUM, EPISCOPUM 
CAESAREAE BITHYNIAE 


(CPG 7735) 
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DISPUTE AT BIZYA 
(CPG 7735) 


A book containing the teachings which were discussed between holy Maximus and 
Theodosius, bishop of Caesarea in Bithynia,' and the rulers of the palace [who 
were] with them. 


§1. [have thought it necessary to make evident to all of you who per- 
severe in right belief the discussions between Father Maximus and 
Theodosius, bishop of Caesarea Bithynia, concerning our blameless 
Christian faith and the innovation which was introduced by those 
outside it. My purpose is that when you have more accurate knowl- 
edge of these matters you will glorify the more God who loves human 
beings, who gives a word in the opening of the mouth of those who fear him, 
so that the enemies of the truth, in their usual way, do not spread 
abroad the opposite of what happened, and trouble your hearts. 


§2. It was, then, on the twenty-fourth day of August in the four- 
teenth indiction just passed that Bishop Theodosius, whom I have 
mentioned, went out to Maximus in the place of exile where he was 
held (that is, in the fort of Bizya), being sent, as he claimed, as the 
representative of Peter, patriarch of Constantinople. The consuls 
Paul and Theodosius,’ too, were sent, as they too claimed, as the 
emperor’s representatives. And when they reached the monk 
Maximus, whom I have mentioned, in the place where he was 
imprisoned, they sat down, and ordered him too to sit. The bishop of 
Bizya was with them as well, of course. 


§3. And Bishop Theodosius said to Maximus: ‘How are you, my lord 
Father?’ 

Maximus said to him: ‘As God preordained before all ages a way 
of life for me in his providence, that’s how I am.’ 
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Theodosius: “How can you say that? Did God preordain our 
individual destinies before all time?’ 

Maximus: ‘If he had foreknowledge assuredly he preordained as 
well.’ 

Theodosius: ‘What is the exact meaning of the words “had fore- 
knowledge” and “preordained”?”’ 

Maximus: ‘Foreknowledge pertains to thoughts and words and 
actions: which come from us. Predestination pertains to those 
accidents which do not come from us.’ 

Theodosius: ‘What is the nature of those matters which are from 
us, and what 1s the nature of those which are not from us?’ 

Maximus: ‘It seems that although my master knows everything he 
is discussing questions to test his servant.’ 

Theodosius: ‘By God’s truth, I asked in ignorance, and because 
I wished to know the difference between those matters which are 
from us and those which are not from us, as well as how some were 
subjected to God’s foreknowledge, and others to predestination.’ 

Maximus: “The matters which are from us are all acts of volition, 
that is to say, virtues and vices. Those which are not from us are 
inflictions of kinds of punishments which happen to us, or their oppo- 
sites. | mean that neither the punishment of illness is from us, nor the 
gladness of good health, although the operating causes of these states 
[do originate from within us]. For example, the cause of illness 1s 
intemperance, just as the cause of good health is temperance, and the 
cause of the kingdom of heaven is the keeping of the commandments, 
just as the cause of eternal fire, too, 1s transgressing them.’ 

Theodosius: “How can you say that? Is that why you suffer in this 
place of exile, because you’ve committed some deeds worthy of this 
suffering?’ 

Maximus: ‘I pray that, by this suffering, God may limit the 
punishments of which I was guilty in sinning against him by trans- 
gressing his commandments, which bring justification.’ 

‘Theodosius: ‘Isn’t suffering endured by many also for the sake of 
being tested?” 

Maximus: ‘Being tested is proper to the saints, so that through the 
suffering in people’s lives may be shown their dispositions, which con- 
cern what is naturally good, [and] may show them at the same time 
their virtues, which are unknown to everyone, as in the case of 
Job and Joseph. For the former was tried in order to demonstrate his 
hidden fortitude, the latter was tested in order to exhibit the chastity 
which made him a saint. And every one of the saints who suffered 
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involuntarily m this life suffered in accordance with such arrange- 
ments, so that through the weakness which allows them to be 
burdened they might trample on the proud and apostate serpent, that 
is the devil. I mean that endurance in the case of each of the saimts 1s 
the result of having been put to the test.’ 

Theodosius: “By God’s truth, you have spoken well, and I confess 
the usefulness [of what you have said]. I always wanted to converse 
with you on matters like these. But because both I and my masters, 
the patricians elect,? have come to you on another subject, and we 
have travelled such great distances, please accept our offer and make 
the whole world happy.’ 

Maximus: “What sort of offer is this, master, and who am I and 
from what stock, that my assent to your offer to me would make the 
whole world happy?’ 

Theodosius: ‘By the truth of our Lord Jesus Christ, what I am 
telling you, I and my masters the patricians elect, we heard from the 
mouth of our lord the patriarch and the orthodox master of the 
world.’ 

Maximus: “My masters, please say what you wish and what you 
heard.’ 

Theodosius: “The emperor and the patriarch ask through us to 
ascertain from you the reason for which you are not in communion 
with the see of Constantinople.’ 

Maximus: ‘Do you have an order in writing concerning this from 
the most orthodox emperor or from the patriarch?’ 

Theodosius: ‘Master, you shouldn’t doubt us, for even if Iam lowly 
I am a bishop, and my lords are part of the senate. And we haven’t 
come to try you—God forbid?’ 

Maximus: ‘In whatever manner you have come to your servant, 
I will tell you without any reserve the reason that I am not m com- 
munion with the see of Constantinople. However, even if it was the 
task of others to ask me the reason, it is not your task, because you 
know the reason with more certainty than I. 

You know the mnovations which came into being from the sixth 
indiction of the past cycle,* which were begun in Alexandria by 
means of the Mine Chapters published by Cyrus, who—lI don’t know 
how-—-had been made president? there. They were ratified by the see 
of Constantinople, as well as the other changes, both additions and 
deletions, which were made in synodical letters by those presiding 
over the church of Byzantium—I mean Sergius and Pyrrhus and 
Paul.® Our whole world recognizes these as innovations. It is for this 
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reason that I, your servant, am not in communion with the church of 
Constantinople. Let the offending innovations proposed by the men 
I have mentioned be removed, together with those same men who 
proposed them, as God said: “And throw the stones from the path, and walk 
the level and smooth path of the Gospel’, which 1s free from every 
thorn of heresy. Similarly I, on finding it so, shall walk without any 
human encouragement. But as long as the presidents of Constan- 
tinople take pride in the offending articles which have been proposed, 
and in those who have proposed them, there 1s no word or means to 
persuade me to enter into communion with them.’ 

Theodosius: “So, what evil do we confess that makes you separate 
yourself from communion with us?’ 

Maximus: ‘It 1s because, in saying that there is one activity of the 
divinity and humanity of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ, you con- 
fuse both the language of theology and of the economy.’ The point is 
that, if you are to believe the holy Fathers, who say: “Those who have one 
actwwity have also one essence” ,® you are making a quaternity of the holy 
Trinity, in that Christ’s flesh becomes one being with the Word, and 
stands aside from the cognate identity which by nature he has with us 
and with the woman who bore him. 

And again, by destroying the activities and asserting one will of the 
divinity of the same one and of the humanity, you remove the bless- 
ings which he has bestowed [on us]. For if he has no activity, accord- 
ing to those who ratified this, it is clear that, even if he wants to, he 
cannot show mercy, because the activity of his blessings has been 
removed, if indeed without natural activity nothing which exists 
remains to have an activity or to perform. 

Let me put it another way. You make the flesh, with regard to the 
will, a co-creator with Father, Son, and Spirit, of all ages and of those 
in them; with regard to nature [you make the flesh] a creator, or to 
speak more truthfully, not having a beginning with respect to its will, 
in as much as the divine will is without beginning, since the divinity is 
without beginning; with regard to the nature [you make the flesh] 
recent, which exceeds not only all sense but also all impiety. I mean 
that you do not simply speak only of one will, but you say also that it is 
divine. But nobody can think up a temporal beginning or end of 
divine will because [it cannot be done] even of the divine nature, to 
the essence of which the will is proper. 

Again, introducing another novation, you completely. remove 
everything which signifies and confirms the divinity and humanity of 
Christ, sanctioning by laws and decrees that neither one nor two wills 
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or activities are to be spoken about in him, which 1s characteristic of 
something without an individual existence. I say this because nothing 
which exists, if it 1s rational, is deprived of power and activity having 
will; if it 1s sensual, of a sensual activity; if it 1s able to grow, of a grow- 
ing and increasing activity; if it is completely inanimate, and devoid 
of all life, it is not deprived of a so-called activity and propensity 
appropriate to its state; and they indicate that everything exists in this 
way, being aids to the senses of sensual beings. After all, the activity of 
such aids is to be completely subordinate: to sight through its own 
manifestation; to hearmg through sound; to smell through some 
attendant odour; to taste through certain liquids; and to touch 
through resistance of a surface. For just as we say that the activity of 
sight 1s to see, so too [do we say that the activity} of images is being 
seen. And we perceive that everything else happens in the same way. 
If, then, nothing that exists is completely devoid of all natural activity, 
our Lord and God—be propitious, Lord—has no natural will or 
activity mn either of those [natures] from which and in which and 
which he is,’ how can we either be or be called pious if we maintain 
that the God who 1s adored by us exists in no way with a will or an 
activity. For we are expressly taught by the holy Fathers when they 
say: “for what has no power neither exists, nor 1s anything, nor has any dispost- 
tion whatsoever”. 

Theodosius: “Don’t accept as ratified teachmg what happened on 
account of an arrangement.’ 

Maximus: ‘If the Zypos and the law permitting nobody to speak of 
the will or activity of the Lord, the removal of which!! indicates the 
non-existence of him who has been deprived of them, is not the 
ratified teaching of those who accept them, for what reason have you 
handed me over without dignity to barbaric and godless people? For 
what reason have I been condemned to live in Bizya, and one of my 
fellow-servants in Perberis and the other in Mesembria?’ 

Theodosius: ‘By God who is going to examine me, I said both 
when it happened and I say the same now too, that the 7ypos was an 
evil event, and to the detriment of many. But an occasion occurred 
for publishing it—the altercation between orthodox parties over the 
wills and activities, and so that all might be at peace with each other, 
certain people were privy to the silencing of words such as these.’ 

Maximus: “And what believer accepts an arrangement which 
silences words that the God of all arranged to be spoken through 
apostles and prophets and teachers? And let us examine, great lord, 
what great evil that issue may result in when it is handled. For if God 
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placed 1n the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, to perfect the 
saints, saying m the Gospel to the apostles, and through them to those 
after them: “What J say to_you, I say to everyone”, and again: “The one who 
receives you, receives me”, “and the one who rejects you, rejects me”, it 1s Clear 
and obvious that the one who does not receive the apostles and the 
prophets and the teachers, but rejects their words, rejects Christ him- 
self. 

But let us examine yet another point. God raised by election apos- 
iles and prophets and teachers, to perfect the saints. But the devil raised by 
election false apostles and false prophets and false teachers against 
piety, m order that the old law, and the Gospel, might be attached. 
False apostles and false prophets and false teachers I understand to be 
the heretics alone, whose words and thoughts are perverted. 
Therefore, just as the one who receives the true apostles and prophets » 
and teachers receives God, so too the one who receives the false 
apostles and the false prophets and the false teachers receives the 
devil. ‘The one, then, who has cast out the saints together with the 
foul and impure heretics—accept that I am speaking the truth—has 
obviously condemned God together with the devil. 

If, therefore, in discussing the mnovations which have happened in 
our times, we find that they have resulted in this utmost evil, beware 
lest under the guise of peace we are found to be sick with apostasy, 
and preaching it, which the divine apostle said would come before the 
advent of the Antichrist. I have said this to you, my masters, without 
reserve, so that you may spare both yourselves and us. Do you com- 
mand that, when I have this written in the book of my heart, I come 
into communion with the church in which this is preached, and be in 
communion with those who in truth cast out God, but in fact cast out 
the devil together with God? May it not be done to me by God, who 
on my account, for my sake, was made without sin’. And on bended 
knee he said: ‘Whatever you order to be done to your servant, do. 
I will never be in communion with those who accept this.’ 
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§4. And frozen by what had been said, they bowed their heads and 
remained silent for a considerable time. And on looking up and 
nodding at Father Maximus, Bishop Theodosius said: “We give you 
a guarantee that, if you communicate, our master the emperor will 
cancel the Typos.’ 

Maximus: “We are still a long way from mutual agreement. What 
will we do about the statement of one will in rejection of any activity, 
which was agreed on by Sergius and Pyrrhus and Paul m their 
synodical letters?!” 

Theodosius: “That document has been taken down and thrown 
out.’ 

Maximus: ‘It has been taken down from the stone walls, not, how- 
ever, from rational souls. Let them accept the condemnation of those 
men’? which was made public in Rome by the synod'* by means of: 
both orthodox teachings and canons, and the dinding-wall is removed, 
and we will not need encouraging.’ 

And Bishop Theodosius said: ‘The synod at Rome was not ratified, 
because it was held without the order of the emperor.’ 

Maximus: ‘If it is the orders of emperors, but not orthodox faith, 
that confirm synods which have been held, accept the synods 
which were held against the “homoousios”, because they were held 
at the order of emperors. I mean the first one in Tyre,’ the second 
in Antioch,’ the third in Seleucia,!’ the fourth in Constantinople 
under the Arian Eudoxius;'® the fifth in Nicaea in Thrace;!® the 
sixth in Sirmium;?? and after these many years later, the seventh, 
the second one in Ephesus, at which Dioscorus presided.”! For the 
order of emperors convened all of these synods, and nevertheless 
all of them were condemned on account of the godlessness of the 
impious teachings that were confirmed by them. Why don’t you 
reject the one which deposed Paul of Samosata under the holy and 
blessed Dionysius, pope of Rome, and Dionysius of Alexandria, and 
Gregory the Wonder-Worker, who presided over the same synod,” 
because 1t was not held on the order of an emperor? What kind 
of canon declares that only those synods are approved which are 
convened on the order of emperors, or that generally speaking 
synods are convened at all on the order of an emperor? The devout 
canon of the church recognizes those synods as holy and approved 
which the correctness of their teaching approved. But also, as 
my master knows and teaches others, the canon” declares that synods 
be held twice each year in every province, making no mention of 
imperial order, with the purpose of preserving our saving faith and 
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correcting all points which do not conform to the divine law of the 
church.’ 

And Bishop Theodosius said: ‘It is as you say: it is the correctness 
of the teachings which approves synods. However, don’t you accept 
the document of Menas, in which he propounds one will and one 
activity of Christ?’** 

Maximus: ‘Lord God forbid! You do not accept, but reject, all 
teachers after the holy synod at Chalcedon who struggled against the 
abominable heresy of Severus, and do I have to accept the document 
of Menas, who lived after the synod, by which he obviously supports 
Severus and Apollinaris and Macedonius and Arius and every heresy, 
and accuses the synod—I should say, he rejects it completely—by 
what he has propounded?” 

Theodosius: ‘How is it, then, that you don’t accept one activity at 
all?’ 

Maximus: ‘And which of the approved teachers speaks of one 
activity?’ 

And Theodosius adduced quotations which were falsely put 
forward by them as belonging to the saints, Julius of Rome and 
Gregory the Wonder-Worker and Athanasius, and he read them out. 

And Maximus said: ‘Let us now fear God, and not wish to provoke 
him in producing quotations from heretics. There is nobody who 
doesn’t know that these come from the impious Apollinaris. But if 
you have others, show them, because by putting these ones forward 
you will persuade everyone the more that you have really suffered 
from the false opinion of the impious Apollinaris and those who are of 
like mind with him.’ 

And the same Bishop Theodosius put forward under the name of 
Chrysostom two quotations which Father Maximus recognized and 
said: “These are from Nestorius who suffered from the duality of 
persons in Christ.’ | 

And immediately, boiling with rage, Theodosius said: ‘My lord 
monk, Satan has spoken through your mouth.’ 

Maximus: ‘My master must not be upset with his servant.’ And 
taking them he showed him immediately that the same words were of 
Nestortus, and in which of his speeches they occurred. 

Theodosius: “God knows, brother, that the patriarch gavé me these 
quotations. But look, you said that some come from Apollinaris, 
others from Nestortus.’ And producing the quotation from St Cyril 
which says: ‘Demonstrating a single and cognate activity through each,” he 
said: ‘What do you say to this?’ 
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Maximus: “There are those who show that this was placed, in fact, 
by Timothy Aelurus as an addition to the exegesis of the Gospel 
made by this holy Father.” But let it be Cyril’s as you say. Let us, 
then, examine the meaning of the Father’s words, and know the 
truth.’ 

Theodosius: ‘I do not consent to this happening, for you have to 
accept the words as they are.””’ 

Maximus: “Please tell me the difference between the words as they 
are and the words as they are embellished.’ 

Theodosius: “That you accept the word as it 1s, and do not 
scrutinize its meaning.’ 

And Maximus said: ‘Obviously in the case of words too you are 
introducing rules which are new and forcign to the church. If, 
according to you, one ought not scrutinize the words of Scripture and 
of the Fathers, we are rejecting all Scripture, both the old and the 
new. For I have heard David say: “Blessed ave those who scrutinize his testt- 
monies; they seek him out with all their heart”, because nobody is able to 
seek out God without scrutiny. And again: “Make me understand, and I 
will scrutinise your law, and I will guard it with all my heart’, because 
scrutiny leads to knowledge of the law, and through desire for knowl- 
edge persuades the just to guard it with their heart, by fulfilling 
the holy commandments which are contained in it. And again: 
“Marvellous are your testimontes; this 1s why my soul has scrutinised them”. But 
why does the saying from Proverbs want us to scrutinize parables and 
riddles and obscure saymgs? What did the Lord, speaking in parables, 
want his disciples to understand, when he taught them the meaning 
of the parables? Why did he give the order: “‘Seruiinize the Scriptures’, 
on the grounds that they were testifying about him? What did Peter, 
the chief of the apostles, want to teach when he said: “The prophets 
scrutinized and searched out concerning this salvation”? Why did Paul, the 
divine apostle, say: “Jf the Gospel 1s hidden, still it 1s hidden in those who 
perish, in whom the God of this age blinded the eyes of thew understanding, so that 
the tllumination of the knowledge of Christ would not shine on them”? As it 
appears, you want us to be similar to the Jews who, with simple 
words, as you call them—that is, with the letter alone blocking their 
mind like rubbish—have lapsed from the truth, having a veil over 
their hearts so that they cannot understand the spirit which belongs, 
and is hidden, in the letter. About this spirit Paul says: “The leiter kills, 
but the sprit gives ufe’. May my master rest assured that I do not con- 
sent to accepting a word without the meaning which is contained in 
it, lest | become an obvious Jew.’ 
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On hearing this, ‘Theodosius said: “We ought to speak of one hypo- 
static activity in Christ.’ 

Maximus: ‘Let us consider the evil which is engendered by this, 
and let us avoid this strange expression, for it is the property solely of 
heretics who worship many gods. I mean that if we call the one 
activity in Christ hypostatic, although the Son is not ever similar to 
the Father and the Spirit with regard to hypostasis, it is clear that [the 
Son Is not similar] either with regard to the hypostatic activity. We 
wil be forced to attribute hypostatic activities both to the Father and 
the Spirit m the same way as to the Son, and, according to you, the 
blessed godhead will have four activities, three distinguishing ones of 
the persons in which it is, and one common one signifying the com- 
munity which is of three hypostaseis according to nature; and accord- 
ing to the Fathers, if indeed we accept their teaching, we will be 
suffering from the sickness of a fourfold God.” I say this because they 
declare every activity to be natural, not hypostatic. And if this is true, 
as indeed it 1s, we will be shown to be speaking of four natures and 
four gods by nature, different from each other in both hypostasis and 
nature. However, who has spoken of or contemplated a peculiar 
activity of any object at all among those that are grouped in a certain 
category, and arranged by nature under a common definition of the 
category? For it never happens that what is common by nature is 
proper to any one sole individual. I mean that hypostatic indicators, 
such as a beaked nose, or dull eyes, or a snub nose, or baldness, and 
all such characteristics, are defining incidentals of things which differ 
from each other in number. I mean that every person, in so far as he 
is something by nature, but not in so far as he 1s someone by hypo- 
stasis, 1s disposed to have an activity, according to the categorical 
rationale which is both individually and communally understood 
and spoken of as well, like the rational, mortal living bemg which is 
characteristic of the generic rationale in us. I mean that we all share 
the same life and the same capacity for reason, and the same ebb and 
flow, and [the capacity] to sit and to stand, and to speak and to be 
silent, and to see and to hear and to touch, which are characteristic of 
the rationale commonly understood in us. ‘Vherefore we should not 
coin words which do not have the force either of Scripture or of the 
Fathers or of nature, but are foreign and invented by human wiles. 
However, show me that this is found in any one Father, and again we 
shall seek out what the one who used this expression intended.’ 

Theodosius: ‘How can you say that? Shouldn’t one speak at all of 
one activity in Christ?” 
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Maximus: ‘In accordance with holy Scripture and with the holy 
Fathers we have undertaken to say nothing like that, but just as we 
have been ordered to believe and confess Christ as two natures from 
which he is, so too [have we been ordered to confess] his natural wills 
and activities which are appropriate to him, because the same one zs 
by nature both God and human at the same time.’ 

Theodosius: ‘Truly, master, we too confess both the natures and 
different activities, that is to say, both the divine and the human, and 
we confess that his divinity has a will, and his humanity has a will, 
because his soul was not without a will. But we do not speak of two, 
lest we introduce him as being at war with himself.’ 

Maximus: “How can you say that? When you speak of two 
natures, do you introduce them as being at war on account of their 
number?’ 

Theodosius: ‘I don’t.’ 

Maximus: ‘How can you say that? Is it the case that the number 
assigned to the natures doesn’t divide them, but, when it is spoken of 
with regard to wills and activities, it has the force of division?’ 

Theodosius: “Assuredly it maimtains division in these cases, and the 
Fathers did not speak of number in the case of wills and activities, 
because they avoided division, but they spoke of one and another 
one, and divine and human, double, twofold; and as they spoke, 
I speak, and as they said, I speak.’ 

Maximus: ‘By the Lord, if someone says to you “one and another 
one”, how many do you understand? Or “divine and human”, how 
many do you understand? Or “double or twofold”, how many do you 
understand?’ 

‘Theodosius: ‘I know how I understand, but I don’t say that it’s 
two.’ 

Then turning to the rulers, Father Maximus said: ‘By the Lord, if 
you hear one and one, and one and another one, or twice two, or 
twice five, from your understanding what answer would you give to 
those who said this?’ 

And they said: ‘Since you are adjuring us, we understand by one 
and one, two, and we understand by one and another, two, and we 
understand by twice two, four. Sumilarly also we understand by twice 
five, ten.’ 

And Theodosius, made afraid as it were by their answer, said: 
‘What was not said by the Fathers, I do not say.’ 

And at once, taking the book of the Acts of the holy and 
apostolic synod of Rome,”? Father Maximus showed that the holy 
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Fathers spoke openly of the two wills and activities in our Saviour and 
God Jesus Christ. Taking the book from him, the consul ‘Theodosius 
read out all the quotations from the holy Fathers. 

And then in answer Bishop Theodosius said: ‘God knows that, if 
this synod had not put anathemata on their persons, I would have 
accepted it more than anyone. But so that we don’t waste time on this 
point, whatever the Fathers said, I say, and I will immediately declare 
in writing two natures and two wills and two activities. And enter into 
communion with us and let there be unity.’ 

Maximus: ‘Master, I do not dare to receive a written agreement 
from you on a matter of this kind, bemg a mere monk. But seeing 
that God has stirred you to accept the expressions of the holy Fathers, 
as the canon demands,”” you must make a written dispatch on this 
matter to the see of Rome, that is to say, the emperor and the patri- 
arch and his synod. I say this because I will not communicate even 
when these measures have been taken, so long as the men who have 
been anathematized are mentioned im the holy anaphora,*’ because 
I am afraid of bemg condemned by anathema.’ 

Theodosius: “God knows, I don’t blame you for bemg afraid, and 
nor does anyone else. But advise us by the Lord whether this can be 
done.’ 

Maximus: ‘What kind of advice do I have to give to you on this? 
Go, find out if anythmg of this kind has ever happened, and after 
death anyone was absolved of a crime involving the faith, and if both 
the crime and the punishment were lifted from him. And let the 
emperor and the patriarch be willing to imitate God’s condescension, 
and let the former make a supplicatory rescript®? and the latter an 
entreaty by synodical letter to the pope of Rome. And of course, if an 
ecclesiastical precedent 1s found which enjoms this because of the 
correct profession of the faith, the conclusion will be drawn for you 
on this pomt.’ 

Theodosius: “Of course this will be done. But give me your word 
that, if they send me, you’ll come with me.’ 

Maximus: ‘Master, [if] it 1s expedient for you, take with you my 
fellow-servant who 1s m Mesembria, rather than me: he knows the 
language too, and they will respect hmm as he deserves for the fact that 
he was tortured for so many years both on account of God and the 
right faith, which 1s upheld in their see.’ 

Theodosius: ‘We have quarrelled in various ways with each other, 
and J don’t like the idea of gomg with him.’ 

Maximus: “Master, seeing that a decision has been made to do this, 
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let there be an end to imputations. And I will follow you wherever 
you command.’ 

And at these words they all stood up with tears of joy, and knelt 
down and prayed; and each of them kissed the holy Gospels and the 
precious cross, and the icon of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ, and 
of Our Lady, the most holy Mother of God who bore him, signing 


with their own hands, no less, in ratification of the discussions. 


§5. Then, when they had engaged briefly in mutual discussion 
regarding the life which is led according to God, and the observance 
of the divine commandments, Bishop Theodosius turned to Father 
Maximus and said: ‘Look, all the scandals are resolved, and peace has 
been made through God, and it will continue. But by the Lord, don’t 
keep me in the dark: don’t you say in any way at all that there is one. 
will, one activity in Christ?’ 

Maximus: ‘It is impossible for me ever to say this. And Pll tell you 
the reason: because it is a saying foreign to the holy Fathers to speak 
of one will and activity of two different natures. But then too in every 
way the person who makes this statement will find that absurdity 
meets him head on. For if I say that [the will and activity] are natural, 
J am afraid of confusing them. If I say that they are hypostatic, 
I divide the Son from the Father and the Spirit, and I will appear to 
be introducing three wills which are incongruent with each other, as 
is the case too with the hypostaseis. If J say that the one will and 
activity are as of one being, I am forced, even though I do not wish it, 
to speak of the will and activity as of one Father and as of one Spirit, 
and the expression will be found to have slipped into a multitude 
of gods. If I say that they are dispositional, J introduce Nestorius’ 
division of persons. If] say that they are beyond nature, I corrupt the 
existence of the will; for what is beyond nature is a corruption to the 
nature, as the Fathers said.’ | 

Theodosius: “On account of the union, in every way and in all 
ways we ought to speak of the will of our Saviour as one, as both 
Sergius and Pyrrhus, in my opinion, wrote with correct understand- 
ing.’ 

Maximus: ‘If you command it, master, let me say a couple of words 
on this point. If, because of the union, one will of God and our 
Saviour was effected, as Sergius and Pyrrhus and Paul wrote, the Son 
will be of a different will,** according to them, from the Father, who 
has a will in conformity with the Son, because of nature but not 
because of the union, if indeed union and nature are not the same 
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thing. If, because of the union, one will, according to them, of our 
Saviour was effected, indeed it will have as its cause the union and not 
either nature of those out of which he exists, and the will will clearly 
be dispositional, according to them, but not natural; for the rationale 
of truth understands the union as being dispositional, but not 
natural.* If, because of the union, as they said, one will of our 
Saviour was effected, by which will do they say the union was 
effected? For they wil certamly not say by that will which was 
effected through the union, if they pay attention to truth and avoid 
what is irrational. If, because of the union, one will of the Saviour was 
effected, it is clear that before the union he either had many wills or 
was completely without will. And if indeed he had many wills, he 
sustained the diminution of many wills, contracting them into one 
will, and he obviously accepted the experience of change, [namely] 
the diminution of the many wills which belonged to him by nature. 
But if he was altogether without will, he revealed that the union was 
stronger than the nature, through which union he acquired a will 
which the nature lacked; and again he showed plainly that he was 
changeable, acquiring by disposition what did not belong to him by 
nature. If, because of the union, one wil of our Saviour was effected 
according to each of those out of which he exists, he was made God, 
new in will, the same being remaining eternal in nature on account of 
the union, and [he was made] a human being without a begining in 
will, remaimimg new in nature, which is impossible, not to mention 
impious. If, because of the union, one will was effected in the natures, 
why do you suppose that one nature was not effected of the natures 
by the same cause?’ 


§6. And having exhausted the force of his argument in this debate on 
these points, Bishop Theodosius said: “What, then, was effected 
because of the union, if none of these possibilities came about 
through it?’ 

Maximus: ‘It demonstrated that the one who had been without 
flesh was enfleshed without deception; it proved distinctly that he was 
God by nature and creator of all, having become a human being by 
nature, not by a change of nature or by a diminution of any of what 
belongs to nature, but by the true assumption of rationally ensouled 
flesh, that is to say, not lacking in humanity, pure from all charge of 
original sin according to nature, and, by reason of the mutual inter- 
change—which is truly marvellous and astonishing to everyone— 
wholly God in his human [properties], remaining entirely the same 


104 DISPUTATIO INTER MAXIMUM ET THEODOSIUM 


ey 3 / f ¢t 3 ; ww 4 ~ ~ 
§7. ‘Qv axovoas Ocodcatos 6 éemiaxomos &d0€e weTa THY AoiTOv 
ra \ 3 ~ ? 7 i > ‘a 7 f 
TOY GVY aVT@ Tapayevopnevwy, TO AeyOev amodéyeacIar. Kai madw 
€ > N > fF 4 4 3 a f \ f <c f 
6 autos émicxoros mpos tov aBBav Magéimov drat “ILoinaov 
iia ~ ¢ ‘ 
ayanny Ti €oTw omep eimas npiv, OTL ovdEIS ws Tis THY 
4 a 
vUTroaTaa, add’ ws Ti THY vow Evepyet; TpocicraTat yap jot [Ly 
vonaavrt To AexPev.” 
Me . “QO 10 4 ¢t f ‘ t é 3 ad LAA? € f \ 
ELLOS voeis ws Tis THY UTOOTAaOLW évepyel, GAA’ ws Ti THY 
vow: oiov Ilérpos kat ITatAos evepyotaw, add’ ov Ilerpixads Kai 
oad 3 a + ~ Mv i ed ~ 4 
Ilaviikas, add’ avOpwrikas: audw yap avopwrot dvaikas Kata 
TOV KOLVOV Kal OptaTiKoY THS PuUcews Adyov, GAA’ ody’ so- 
ad . \ 
oTaTiKwS KaTa TO idiws. rotdv. Qoattws MiyandA nai FaBpina 
evepyovaw, ard’ ovxyt Miyandtitixds 47 LaBpindttixads, add’ 
3 ~ wv ‘ a 4 ¢ 3 4 ? f 
ayyeAiKas: dpdw yap ayyeAo. Kai ottws émi raons dicews, 
~ ~ ~ > 
TOAA@Y TH aptOu@ KaTnyopoupevns, Kony, GAA’ ovK HTOMwW- 
. ~~ ~ 
pevyy TH evepyetav Bewpotuev. Ovxotv o Aéywr tbrooratiKhy 
3 f > ~ 
EVepyelayv, avuTiVv Thy dvow pilav ovoay, dmeipov Tais évepyeiats 
é ca ” 
Eloayet yeyevnpevyv, Kata TO TANOOS THY UT’ aLUTHY avayoLeven 
3 ad / ¢ “ 
aTOLwY €auTys Staheépovoav’ omrep ci SeEdpeda Kadws Exew, TA07 
‘ ad ~ a > 
fvoet TOV ET’ AUTH TOD THs elvat Adyov avvdiadbeipouev.” 


‘ f > , > a > , > , > 
§8. Kai rovtwv eipnucvwy, &v TH aomalecbar aAAjAous, etfme 
f ¢ ia ‘ ae > \ f ‘ f ral > 

@eoddatos 6 tratos’ “Tob yéyove Ta mavta KaAws dpa Kata- 

d€yeTat o BactArevs TapakAntixny Tomoat KéAEvaWW;” 
~ ~ i 

Kai Aéyes 0 abbas Maéipos: “Llavrws moet, €av G€An puyentys 

elvat ToD Ocod, Kal ovvramewwbjvar Kal cvykevwhjval aire, 

dua THY KOWWHY TaVTMY NUdV owTypiav, Aoyilopevos ws eEiTrEp 

€ , / \ 5 ” Lid 3 / ‘a ~ 
o duces cwlwy OBeos ovK Eawaev ews eramewwby Bédwy, THs 
o dvcet cwldopevos avOpwros, 7} cwhhoeTat 7 GwoeEt 47) TAaTEWoU- 
[Levos; | 
> € o¢ % fal “~ 

Kai etre Qeoddatos 0 bratos ort “’EArilw tot Geod awlovrds 

\ , a + \ , , ‘ , 33 1 

Lot THV pLVyNV, TOUTOYV avTov TOV Adyov Aéyw, Kat TEiBeTat.” Kat 

3 ‘ / 3 7 3 4 3 “ 3 3 / 

€mt TovTois aomacapevot adAyjAous, amynAdov pet’ eiphvys, 

Ea ”~ 3 f ~ 3 “ * \ ‘ 3 ~ 

dedOwkdTos Tov emiakoTov TM afPa Makinw ro meudbev aita 

‘ 

TOGOV oiKTpOV, Kal OTLyapl KaL Kauaow: Kal TO fev oTLyapLY 
3 / ‘ 3 3 \ 4 Ld 3 ad ¢ # 3 3 
evbéws Kat KaT’ avThy THY Wpav emynpev o Bilins éemicxomos. Ev 
‘ ~ f 3 4 \ 3 ~ 4 ? 3 \ + Bid 
d€ 7@ Pnyiw ot 76 b00ev avta toaov pdvov, GAAd Kai GAAo «i Ti 

i] oh > “~ ”~ > n 5 ~ 
dymoTe €€ evToias etye, pera TwWY AoiT@Y oOtKTPaY avTOD 
‘ 
TpaypLatwv Kat €obnuaTwv, adeiravro. 


> Cf Phil. 2: 8,7 


DISPUTE AT BIZYA 105 


within his own [properties], wholly human in his divine [properties], 
remaining entirely [the same], not lapsing from his own [properties]. 
For according to the teaching of our holy Fathers, who speak of God, 
through the union there occurred a mutual interpenetration of the 
natures and of the natural properties in them, but not a transfer or a 
lapse, which is characteristic of those who maliciously make the union 
a confusion,*° and on that account they mix it up with innovations in 
many ways, and because of the difficulty they have in remaining 
steadfast in their argument, they persecute the orthodox.’ 


§7. When Bishop Theodosius heard this, it seemed that he and the 
rest of those who had come with him accepted what had been said. 
And again the same bishop said to Father Maximus: “Do me a favour! 
What is it you said to us—-nobody as far as he 1s a person acts hypo-. 
statically, but as far as he 1s something acts naturally? For it occurs to 
me that I didn’t understand what was said.’ 

Maximus: ‘Nobody as a person acts hypostatically, but as some- 
thing acts naturally. For example, Peter and Paul act, but not ina 
Peter-like and Paul-like manner, but in a human manner: they are 
both human beings by nature according to the common and 
definitive principle of nature, but not hypostatically according to 
what cach does personally. Similarly, Michael and Gabriel act, but 
not in a Michael-like and Gabriel-like manner, but in an angelic 
manner: they are both angels. And so in every nature predicated in a 
great number of persons we observe activity that is common, but not 
individualized. So the one who speaks of a hypostatic activity intro- 
duces that very nature, although it is one, as made infinite in its activi- 
ties, differing from itself according to the number of elements which 
are brought under it. If we accept that this is alright, we corrupt at the 
same time the principle of how every nature exists in itself.’ 


§8. And when this was said, while they were embracing each other 
the consul Theodosius said: ‘Look, everything has turned out well. Is 
the emperor then expected to make a supplicatory rescript?’*’ 

And Father Maximus said: “Of course he will do so, if he wishes to 
be an imitator of God and to be humbled and emptied with him for 
the sake of the common salvation of us all, considering that if the God 
who saves by nature did not save until he was humbled willingly, how 
can the human being, who by nature needs to be saved, either be 
saved or save when he has not been humbled?’ 

And Theodosius the consul said: ‘I hope that, if God prompts my 
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memory, I will say the same to him and he will be persuaded.’ And 
when after these words they had embraced each other, they departed 
in peace, after the bishop had given Father Maximus a pitiful amount 
of money which had been sent to him, and a tunic and a cloak. And 
the bishop of Bizya took away the tunic immediately and at the same 
moment. While in Rhegium they took away not only the money 
which had been given him, but also anything else at all he possessed 
as a result of receiving alms, together with his remaining pitiable 
effects and clothing. 


Sg. After the men I have mentioned departed, on eighth day of 
September in the current fifteenth indiction, the consul Paul went out 
again to Father Maximus in Bizya, taking with him an order compris- 
ing the following formula: ‘We order Your Gloriousness to go to 
Bizya, and to bring back Maximus the monk with much honour and 
coaxing, both because of his age and infirmity, and the fact that he is 
our ancestor, and was honoured among them. And put him in the 
holy monastery of St Theodore, which is situated near Rhegium.”® 
And come and inform us, and we shall send to him as our representa- 
tives two patricians who must declare to him what we commend, 
because they love us sincerely and are beloved by us. And they must 
come and announce to us his arrival.’ When, then, the consul himself 
had brought him and put him in the said monastery, he went back to 
announce it. 


§ro. And on the following day the patricians Epiphanius and 
Troilus*? went out to him enveloped in great ostentation, and also 
Bishop ‘Theodosius, and they came up to him in the catechumens’ 
place in the church of the same monastery. And when they had given 
the customary greeting they sat down, forcing hum to sit too. 

And opening the discussion with him, Troilus said: “The master of 
the world has ordered us to come to you and to tell you what His 
divinely established Power has decided. But tell us first—will you do 
what the emperor orders, or not?’ 

Maximus said: “Master, I will hear what His pious Power has 
ordered, and I will reply as necessary, because what land of reply can 
I give to what I don’t know?’ 

But Troilus persisted, saying: ‘It’s not possible for us to say any- 
thing at all, unless you say first whether you will or won’t do what the 
emperor orders.’ 

And when he saw them more insistent, and glaring at him more 
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vindictively because of his delay, and answering more harshly, 
together with all those who were with them, and [when he saw] that 
they themselves were distinguished in public offices, Father Maximus 
said in reply: ‘Seeing that you refuse to tell your servant what com- 
mends itself to our master the emperor, look, I say in the hearing of 
God and the holy angels, and all of you, that whatever he orders of 
me concerning any matter whatsoever which will be destroyed and 
brought to nothing with this age, I will do readily.’ 

And Troilus got up immediately and said: ‘Pray for me, I’m 
going—he’s doing nothing.’ 

And when an exceedingly great tumult ensued, and great disturb- 
ance and confusion, Bishop Theodosius said to them: “Tell him the 
answer and see what he says, for to leave like this, having said nothng 
and heard nothing, is not reasonable.’ 

And then Epiphanius the patrician said: ‘It is this that the emperor 
makes clear to you through us, with the words: “Since all the West 
and those in the East who are causing subversion look to you, and 
they all stir up strife because of you, refusing to be reconciled with us 
in the cause of faith, may God compel you to enter into communion 
with us on the terms of the Zypos which was published by us, and we 
will go out of our own accord to the Chalke,* and we will embrace 
you, and we will Jay our hands on you, and with every mark of hon- 

our and glory we will lead you into the Great Church. And together 
-we will stand where the emperors stand by custom, and together 
.we wil celebrate the synaxis, and together we will partake of the 
‘pure and life-giving mysteries of the life-giving body and blood of 
‘Christ, and we will proclaim you as our father; and there will be joy 
not only in our royal city which loves Christ, but also in the whole 
world. For we know with certainty that when you are in communion 
with the holy see of those here,*! all those who, on account of you and 
your teaching, were separated from our communion will be united 
with us.” ’ 


§rx. And turning to the bishop, Father Maximus said to him tear- 
fully: ‘Great lord, we all await the day of judgement. You know what 
has been prescribed and decided with reference to the holy Gospels 
and the life-giving cross, and the image of our God and Saviour, and 
of the most holy ever-virgin mother who bore him.’ 
And bending down the bishop said to him in a gentler voice: “And 
what am I able to do, seeing that something else occurred to the most 


orthodox emperor?’ 
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And Father Maximus said to him: ‘And why did you and those 
with you swear on the holy Gospels, when in your case you did not 
fulfil what was said? Truly, all the power mm heaven could not 
persuade me to do this. For what reason should I give—I don’t say to 
God, but to my conscience—for having denied the faith which saves 
those who cherish it, on account of human glory which has no sub- 
stance according to its rationale?’ 

And at these words, when rage had overpowered them all, they got 
up, and disabled him by repeatedly pulling and shoving and hustling 
him, saturating him from head to toe by their spitting. Until the 
garments which he wore were washed, the stench that they gave off 
was pervasive. 

And the bishop got up and said: “You shouldn’t have done this, but 
only heard his answer from him and gone and announced it to our 
good master: canonical matters are settled in another way.’ 


§12. And when with difficulty the bishop had persuaded them to be 
quiet, they sat down agai, and, disparaging Maximus with countless 
outrageous remarks and unthinkable curses, Epiphanius said with 
great rage and harshness: “Tell us, you utter villam, you hoary old 
glutton—did you say these words because you consider us and our 
city and the emperor as heretics? In reality we are more Christian 
and orthodox than you, and we confess that our Lord and God has 
both a divine will and a human will and a rational soul, and that every 
rational nature is certaimly able to will and to have an activity out 
of its nature, because motion 1s characteristic of life, and will is 
characteristic of intellect. And we are acquainted with the fact that he 
possessed a will, not only with respect to divinity but also with respect 
to humanity. In fact we don’t deny that he has two wills and 
activities.’ 

And in reply Father Maximus said: ‘If you believe as rational 
natures and the church of God do, how is it that you are forcing me to 
enter into communion on the terms of the Typos which contains only 
the abrogation of what you profess?” 

And Epiphanius said: ‘It was on account of an arrangement that 
this happened, lest the laity be harmed by too subtle words of this 
kind.’ 

And im reply Father Maximus said: ‘On the contrary, each 
person is sanctified by the scrupulous confession of the faith, not 
through the abrogation of it, which is found in the Typos.’ 

And Troilus said: ‘I said to you in the palace as well that it did not 
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abrogate but ordered silence, in order that we might all enjoy peace.’ 

And in reply Father Maximus said: “The silencing of words is the 
abrogation of words: through the prophet the Holy Spirit says: “There 
are no Speeches nor words of which thetr voices will not be heard.” ‘Therefore the 
word which is not uttered, in no way exists.’ 

And Troilus said: “Believe m your heart as you wish—nobody 1s 
preventing you.’ 

And Father Maximus said: ‘But God did not enclose all salvation 
in the heart, when he said: “The one who does not confess me before human 
beings, neither shall I confess him before my Father who 1s in heaven.” And the 
divine apostle teaches with the words: “One believes in the heart for 
justification, but confession 1s made with the mouth for salvation.” If, therefore, 
God and the prophets and apostles of God order the verbal confes- 
sion of the mystery of holy things, which is great and fearful, and for. 
the salvation of the whole world there is no need 1n any way to silence 
a word which proclaims this, lest the salvation of those who are silent 
be diminished.’ 

And in reply Epiphanius said in very harsh terms: ‘Have you put 
your signature to the document?” 

And Father Maximus said: “Yes, I have put my signature to it.’ 

‘And how’, he said, ‘did you dare to put your signature to it, and to 
anathematize those who confess and believe as rational natures and 
the catholic church do? Truly, in my judgement we will bring you 
into the city, and we will tie you up and stand you in the forum, and 
we will bring actors and actresses and prostitutes who stand in public, 
and the entire populace, so that every man and every woman may 
slap you and spit in your face.’ . 

And to this Father Maximus said in reply: “Let it be done as you 
have said, if we have anathematized those who confess the two 
natures from which the Lord is, and congruent with him, who is God 
by nature in truth, and human, the two natural wills and activities. 
Read out, master, the acts and the document, and if you find it as you 
said, do what you like. After all, I and my fellow-servants and every- 
one who put their signature to it anathematized those who speak of 
one will and one activity, following Artus and Apollinaris, and not 
those who confess our Lord and God according to each of the natures 
out of which, and in which, and which he is, to be rational in nature, 
and for that reason according to both [natures] to will and work for 
our salvation.’ 

And they said: ‘If we get carried away on this point we will 
neither eat nor drink. Instead, let’s get up and have lunch, and go in 
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and say what we have heard. For this fellow has sold himself to 
Satan.’ 

And they got up and had lunch. And they went in angrily to the 
vigil of the exaltation of the precious and life-giving cross. * 


§13. And on the next day at dawn, the consul Theodosius went out 
to Father Maximus whom I have spoken of, and took away all his 
possessions, saying to him as the emperor’s representative: ‘You 
refused honour, and tt has been removed from you. And go where you 
judged you would be worthy, bearing the sentence of condemnation 
passed on your disciples, both the one in Mesembria and the one in 
Perberis,** who was the notary of our blessed grandmother.’® But 
there were also the patricians, namely Troilus and Epiphanius, who 
said: “We will of course produce your two disciples as well, both the 
one in Mesembria and the one in Perberis, and we will try them too, 
and we will see the result in their case also. But so that you may know, 
lord Father, that if we have a short respite from the confusion of the 
people, by the holy Trinity, we will refrain from accommodating our- 
selves to you, and we will remove the present pope and all people who 
speak there,* and the rest of your disciples, and we will put all of you 
to the test by fire, each in his own place, as Martin was put to the test 
by fire.” And the consul Theodosius, whom I have mentioned, took 
hun and handed him over to the soldiers, and they led him as far as 
Selymbria.*” 


§14. And they stayed there for two days, until one of the soldiers 
reached the camp and told the entire army: “The monk who blas- 
phemes against the Mother of God is on his way here.’ But they did 
this to incite the army against Father Maximus, whom IJ have spoken 
of, on the grounds that he blasphemed against the Mother of God. 
And after two days the soldier came back and took him to the camp, 
and the general, stirred by God, that is to say, the acting general, 
sent to him the leaders of the garrison,*® priests and deacons and 
devout keepers of the colours.” 

When Father Maximus, whom I have mentioned, saw them arrive, 
he stirred himself and knelt, and they too knelt in their turn, and they 
sat down, ordering him to sit down as well. And a certain exceedingly 
old, honourable man said to him with great reverence: ‘Father, 
because certain people have caused a scandal for us against Your 
Holiness, saying that you do not call Our Lady the most holy Virgin, 
the Mother of God, I adjure you through the holy and consubstantial 
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Trinity to tell us the truth, and to turn away this scandal from our 
hearts, so that we don’t suffer harm because we have been wrongfully 
scandalized.’ 

And after kneeling, he stood up, and stretching out his hands to 
heaven he said tearfully: “The one that does not say that Our Lady, 
who is worthy of all praise and most holy, inviolate, and venerable to 
every rational creature, was truly made the natural Mother of God 
who made heaven and earth and the sea, and everything which is in them, let him 
be anathema and katathema from the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, the consubstantial and supra-essential Trinity, and from 
every power in heaven, and from the choir of the holy apostles and 
prophets, and the innumerable crowd of the holy martyrs, and from 
every spirit perfected in justice, now and always and forever and ever, 
amen.’ | 

And they all wept and prayed for him, saying: ‘May God 
strengthen you, Father, and make you worthy to complete this course 
without stumbling.’ 

And when this had been said, many soldiers gathered to hear the 
many positive words which were exchanged. And when one of the 
general’s body-guards*’ observed that much of the army was crowd- 
ing up and being edified, and criticizing what was happening to 
Maximus, he, suspecting God knows what, commanded Maximus to 
be taken off and put two miles away from the camp until they had 
celebrated the synaxis, and those who were to take him away to 
Perberis had come. Except that the clerics were moved by divine love 
and went the two miles on foot, and came and greeted him and 
prayed for him, and carrying him in their arms, they put him on a 
beast and returned im peace to their own places. And Maximus was 
led off to Perberis under constant guard. 


§15. And this should be known: that in Rhegium Troilus said with 
reference to Father Maximus that John the consilianus °? had written 
to him®’ concerning an agreement which had been offered to them** 
and was acceptable to them, ‘although in the meantime the disorder 
among your disciples prevented this from happening.’ But I think 
that John the constlianus, whom I have mentioned, did not write to 
Troilus but to the monk Menas,” and it was he who reported it in 
turn to those in the palace.°® 


§16. And after’ this they took them to Constantinople and took 
action against them, and after anathematising and cursing them, St 
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EVEKG KAL TUPAVYYiOWY.” 


S17. Prdos y' KAT QuTaY. 

Tis mapovons ovvddov, Kal ouvepyia Tot mavroduvapou Xpiotot tov 
GAnOwod Hywav Oeot, cavovixds pydroapérys ta déovTra Kal’ dua, 
Maéme, Avaordore xat Avacraore, emet To Aetrov UTApYE TpOs TA TAP” 
bua AexBévra Te SvaceBwWs Kal mpaxbevTa, Tats avorypais TAY vop~v 
KkabumoBAniivar mowais, ef Kal a€ia mown TMV ToLOvTwWY Buw@V TANnE- 
ueAnuatwy Kat BAacdyuiayv ody’ Uneott, T@ Stxaim vuas mEpi THS 
yeiCovos Karadindvtes KpiTH,' vow KEevotvTes axpiBerav, KEpdacvovTwr 
upav TO Cv, Undilopneba, tov wapdvta Huiy mavetdnuov émapyxor, 
atrixa mapaAapfdvovra uuas év TH KAT’ AUTOV TOALAPYLK@ TpatTwpi, 
veupos Ta wEeTappeva TUTTOVTA Avaordo.ov Kat Avaordo.ov, TO Gpyavov 
THs vuav Maéiuou cat Avacraciou dkodacias, routéors Thy BAaogdynpov 
buov yAdooav, évdobev éxtreuety elra 6€ Kal THY dtaKovyoacay TH 
Bracdjuw vuadv Aopiou@ oKxatoraryy deiav ovdypw StaTeperv, meEpi- 
axOyoopnévwy apa orephoe. Twv avtav BdcAuKTay peddv, Ta dvoKaidexa 
TLNLATA TAUTNS THS KUpias TaV méAEwWY TEpwooTEDOaL, dEeLpuyia TE Kat 
AvaAaKkhH TMpooemiTovUTaAs Ginverel Tapadodvar vas, mpPds TO peETEeTELTA 
buds Kal eis TOv amavTa THs Cans vua@v xpdvov Ta oikEia otpwlew 
BAdodnua oddAuata, rhs emwonbeions Kab?’ judy apas mEptTpatreions 
TH Uw KEepadg. 


A ih 3 ‘ € Hu 4 i Hv 4 if 
ITaparkaBwy otv avtovs o émapyos Kat KodAdoas eErepe Ta edn 
3 “ 4 4 a 4 f 3 f > A > A a 
alTa@yv' Kal TEprayayay OAnv Ty TOAW EEwpioev avTous ev AaliKy. 
i Cf. 2 Tim. 4:8 
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Maximus and blessed Anastasius his disciple, and the most holy Pope 
Martin, and holy Sophronius the patriarch of Jerusalem, and all the 
orthodox and those who shared their opinion, they brought the other 
blessed Anastasius as well, and employing the same anathemata and 
insults against him too, they handed him over to the rulers with these 
words: “Therefore you, Anastasius, because you have put on the 
grey” shroud of the anathemata and curse of the entire populace, 
depart from the canonical hearing, in whose eyes you have been 
carried off and have chosen the sedition of hell. The honourable 
senate which is esteemed and holy acts with us and decides with us in 
every matter; 1t will mmediately accept our verdict and will carry out 
in your regard what is decided by the laws of the city, as they them- 
selves approve, because of the enormity of your acts of blasphemy 
and rebellion.’ 


The Third Sentence against them? 

§17. ‘The present synod, with the assistance of the all-powerful 
Christ and true God, has passed the appropriate canonical sentence 
on you, Maximus, Anastasius, and Anastasius. It was already in store 
for you, in view of what had been said and done impiously by you, 
that you would be subjected to the harsh penalties of the law in the 
present l1fe—even though a just penalty does not exist for the kinds of 
trespasses and blasphemies you have committed; we leave you to the 
just judge with regard to the greater penalty—and on the question of 
penalty we have exhausted the precision of the law, [and] are sparing 
your life. We have passed sentence that the all-praiseworthy eparch 
who is with you 1s to take you immediately to the praetortum where 
he rules over many.® And when he has flogged®! Anastasius and 
Anastasius he Is to cut out from iside your mouth the organ of your 
licentiousness, Maximus and Anastasius, that 1s your blaspheming 
tongue. Then he is to sever with his sword your sinister right hand 
because it ministered to your blasphemous argument. When you have 
been led around after the amputation of your abominable limbs, 
he is to walk around the twelve sections of this sovereign city,” and 
to hand you over to lifelong exile and, what 1s more, permanent 
custody, so that afterwards and for every year of your lives you will 
bewail your own blasphemous errors, and the curse which you con- 
trived against us Is turned upside down on your head.’ 

The eparch took them, then, and punished them by cutting their 
lambs. And after leading them around the entire city, he sent them 
out into exile in Lazica. 


EP. MAXIMI AD ANASTASIUM 
MONACHUM DISCIPULUM 
(CPG 7701) 
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Witnesses: A MS RXG p 
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LETTER OF MAXIMUS TO 
ANASTASIUS, HIS DISCIPLE 
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The same Father St Maximus, to the monk Anastasius, his disciple. 


Yesterday, the eighteenth of the month, which was holy Mid- 
Pentecost,! the patriarch? sent me a message,’ saying: “What church 
do you belong to? Constantinople? Rome? Antioch? Alexandria? 
Jerusalem? See, all of them are united, together with the provinces 
subject to them.* If, therefore, you belong to the catholic church, be 
united, lest perhaps you devise a strange path by your way of life and 
you suffer what you don’t expect.’ 

I said to them: “The God of all pronounced that the catholic 
church was the correct and saving confession of the faith in him when 
he called Peter blessed because of the terms in which he had made 
proper confession of him. But let me learn the confession on which 
the unity of all the churches was effected, and if it was effected 
properly I shall not be estranged from it.’ 

And they said: ‘Although we don’t have an order concerning this 
matter, we will speak, because you have become completely inexcus- 
able. We say two activities because of the difference, and one because 
of the union.’ 

‘Do you say that the two became one because of the union, or 1s 
there another activity besides these?’ I asked. 

‘No,’ they said. ‘Rather the two became one because of the union’. 

“We have departed from the facts,’ I said, ‘by inventing for our- 
selves a faith without substance and a God without existence. For if 
we confuse the two into one because of the union, and again we 
separate the one into two because of the difference, there will not be a 
unity nor a duality of activities, because they are forever separated 
from each other and render him, to whom they belong, incapable of 
activity and completely non-existent. I say this becausé what by 
nature has no movement which cannot be taken away, or change its 


122 EPISTULA MAXIMI AD ANASTASIUM 


3 iF ? / ~ 4 f as f 
OuK €xOV Evépyetay OVELWOWS AUTO yapaKTnpilovaay’ TovTO A€yet 
/ } a , € a i 
ov dvvapat, OUTE EdLOaXOnY Ex TAY Gyiwy TaTépwY OpodoyeEty- TO 
” ral iy mn f 
doxovy vuly ovaw e€ovatacTais Tomoate.” 
ar 3 a Pd » v ce “5 a 5 , \ a 
vKovv aKkoucov” ednoav. “eédoke TH SeamoTH Kal TQ 
fa A) é “A / , a f 
TaTpiapyYy O1a TpackenTov Tod TaT7Ta Pwpuns avableparioOnvai oe 
‘ f 4 \ ¢ f ? a / ‘ 39 
un TecGduevov, Kal Tov dptCouevov avtois arevéyKacda avaror. 
ae \ =~ ~ ‘ 4 Jom ¢ \ 3 3 4 é , 
TO r@ Ge@ mpd TavrTos at@vos oprabev ev Ewot déEorTo TEpas, 
/ 3 ~ / \ 1 ? / 2a 3° ? “ 
dépov avTt@m ddfav mpo TavTds eyvwopevyv atwvos’, avTois 
/ / ‘a 
TOUTWY GAKOVOGS ATEKPLVaLNY. 
‘ ‘ ” é / ? a a a 
Kat mpos ro yvavat oc, kat mpootixny evxjs Tm Oew 
‘ An 
mommoaclar Kal dejoews, Eugdavyn aor TA OnAWOEévTA TeTOinKa, 
a a , / ‘ ~ 3 ral 4 3 ad / 
Tapakardav ta Kupiw feiw, Kar Tois exe? avy atT@ TaTpdaow 
¢ ral / ? a n a a 
HUOV AYLOls yYWpPyLa KATAOTHOAL TAUTA, THS AVTHS Xapiv aitias. 


Anastasius. Haec iussit mihi transcribere et nota facere sanctissimis 
uobis, quo | et ex his motione comperta, communem omnes pro com- 
muni matre nostra, catholica uidelicet ecclesia, et nobis indignis seruis 
uestris afferatis Domino precem, ad roborandum omnes et nos quoque, 
in illa uobiscum perseuerantes secundum pie in ipsa praedicatam a 
sanctis patribus [h]o(r)thodoxam fidem. Magnus enim in toto mundo 
trmor habetur, cum haec persecutionem consonanter ab omnibus 
patiatur, nisi sua gratia consuete pr({a)estet auxilium is qui semper 
auxiliatur, semen pietatis saltem seniori Romae relinquens, nobis non 
mentientem ad apostolorum habitam principem repromissionem suam 
confirmans.° | 


> Cf. Lk. 22: 32, Matt. 16: 18 
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position in any way, or decay, 1s devoid of all substance, according to 
the Fathers, because it does not have an activity essentially character- 
izing it.” I cannot say this, nor have I been taught to confess it by the 
holy Fathers. Do what you think fit, because you are mvested with 
authority.’ 

‘Listen, then,’ they said. “The master® and the patriarch have 
decided, following an instruction’ from the pope of Rome, that you 
will be anathematised if you do not obey, and that you will be 
sentenced to the death they have determined.’ 

‘May what has been determined by God before every age receive 
its end, brmging to him glory which has been known before every 
age,’ I answered when [ heard this. 

And so that you might know [this], and increase your prayer and 
petition to God, I have made plain to you the messages that were 
sent, beseeching that you make these matters known to the divine 
Lord? and to our holy Fathers who are there with him, for the same 
reason.” 


Anastasius ordered me to transcribe these things and to make them 
known to you most holy people, in order that, when you have found 
out about the trial from these, you might all bring a common prayer 
to the Lord on behalf of our common mother, that is the catholic 
church, and on behalf of us your unworthy servants, for strengthen- 
ing everyone and us also, persevering with you in it, according to the 
orthodox faith rightly preached in it by the holy Fathers. For there is 
great fear in the whole world because this [church] endures persecu- 
tion by everyone at the same time, unless he offers aid by his custom- 
ary grace, he who always comes to aid, leaving the seed of piety at 
least in older Rome, confirming the promise he made to the prince of 
apostles, which"? does not deceive us. 


EPISTULA ANASTASII 
AD MONACHOS CALARITANOS 
(CPG 7725) 


Fiusdem sancti Anastasiti monachi discipuli sancti abbatis 
Maximi, ad commune monachorum apud Caralim constitutorum 
collegium. 


§1. Multa scribere nos etiam praeter uotum tempus prohibuit, 
omnia uero in uno nota facimus uerbo sanctissimis uobis. Hi qui 
alterius sunt partis, diffinitione immobili ut est, et propriae 
maxime professionis constitul paternam non malunt doctrinam, 
sed alternis impelluntur opmionibus quas et dmumerare 
operosum de cetero duco. Modo ergo ab inexistentia ad in- 
conuenientiam translati sunt, id est ex eo quod neque unam neque 
duas dicunt, ad praedicandum duas et unam, id est tres in uno 
eodemque Christo uoluntates et operationes traducti, quod 
neque patrius, neque synodicus, neque physicus sermo decreuit, 
sed neque priscorum et deinceps hereticorum furor eatenus ad- 
inuenit, sciens inanem tanquam uitio proprio corruptam eandem 
opinionem. 


§2. Si enim diuersae ex diuersis compositum  substantus 
charactirizant naturaliter proprietates, utpote nullatenus adempta 
naturarum diuersitate propter unitionem, sed salua potius 
proprietate utriusque naturae et In unam personam et unam sub- 
sistentiam concurrente, quemadmodum sancta Chalcedonensis 
synodus ait, et is Deus ex Deo Patre, et homo ex homine semper 
uirgine matre, idem ipse existens cognoscitur, 1uxta naturam 
_natus, quanquam incorporaliter et sine causa, corporaliter autem 
ex hac propter causam, salutem uidelicet nostram, quomodo 
possibile est unam eandemque personam, id est unum eundem- 
que Christum Dominum nostrum et Deum, super duas etiam alia 


Witness: p 


A LETTER OF ANASTASIUS TO THE 
MONKS OF CAGLIARI 
(CPG 7725) 


A letter of the same holy monk Anastasius, disciple of the holy Father Maximus, to 
the community of monks established at Cagliari. 


Time prevents me from writing at length, although I would like to, . 
but I will briefly make everythmg known to you, most holy people. 
Those who oppose [us] do not want the teaching of the Fathers to be 
established by a fixed definition, as it is, even of the most nghteous 
confession of faith; rather, they are compelled by other opmions 
which I consider it laborious even to enumerate from the rest.! Now, 
therefore, they have shifted from an impossible point of view to an 
inconsistent one: from saying, that is, that there are neither one nor 
two, to preaching two and one, that 1s, three wills and operations mn 
one and the same Christ, which was decreed by neither the word of 
the Fathers nor by the synods nor in natural speech. Nor did the mad- 
ness of heretics of old and thereafter reach such a pitch, knowing that 
the same view was foolish, [and] corrupted by its own vice. 


§2. For let us suppose that diverse properties characterize a thing 
composed of diverse substances according to nature, inasmuch as the 
diversity of natures is in no way removed by union, but rather the sav- 
ing property of each nature concurs both in one person and in one 
hypostasis, just as the holy Council of Chalcedon stated;? and let us 
suppose that he [sc. Christ] is understood to exist as one and the 
same, both God from God the Father, and man from a human, ever- 
virgin mother, born according to nature, although being incorporeal 
and without cause,’ but born of her into a body for one reason: 
namely, our salvation. Given these suppositions, how can one and the 
same person, that is, one and the same Christ our Lord and God, be 
fashioned according to nature with yet another property in. addition 
to those two, as they say, for the safeguarding of those from which 
and in which and which he 1s? 
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secundum ipsos proprietate naturaliter figurari, ad certitudinem 
eorum ex quibus et in quibus et quae est? 


§3. Si enim eaedem creduntur etiam per aliam, id est per tertiam 
quae et per dualitatem, uoluntates et operationes elus quae secun- 
dum naturam sunt, necesse est ut identitate exhibitionis, indis- 
similitas cognoscatur existentiae, et sit idem duabus una, id est 
alterutris, ¢ ) tres, siue naturales, siue substantiales; uerum 
naturales quidem non, sed secundum illos subsistentiales, aggre- 
gentque ob hoc aduersus eum iam aut tres substantias, aut totidem 
subsistentias, et secundum ipsum aequi numeri proprietates, 
increatam uidelicet et creatam et neutram, id est inexistentem. 
Inexistens enim est quod neutrius per naturam participatur, ita ut 
etiam identitate quae ad eam, id est tertiam, est, secundum illos 
inexistentes sint et duae naturae, et naturales ipsius uoluntates ac 
operationes. At uero si non eadem sed alia, exceptis his ex quibus 
est credendus, in eo per tertiam aiunt, teundem secundum 
eandem7 rursus proferunt in inexistentiam, uelut is qui medius 
inter (utramque) neutra{m] harum existat, increatam scilicet 
natura sua et creatam substantiam atque uirtutem: aut enim sub- 
sistentialem uolunt hanc esse, aut compositam, aut deiuirilem, aut 
unitoriam propter adunationem. Nam non solum, ut dictum est, 
hanc non existentem introducunt, quod secundum nihil eorum 
ex quibus est natura hunc charactirizet, uerum etiam a naturali 
cognatione quam habet cum Deo et Patre, reddunt externum; 
minus enim dicendum quia perhibent eum etiam a congenita 
proprietate quam habet ad intemeratam matrem et uirginem 
alienum, quasi secundum neutrum horum habeat compositam 
aut subsistentialem, aut deiuirilem, aut unitoriam propriam 
uoluntatem et operationem. Verum Patris quidem incompositam 
sine principio habet, et substantialem atque diuinam, matris uero 
creatam natura et humanam. 


§4. Deinde etiam diuisas naturas ex quibus ipse est inferunt, 
quasi per operationem et non per subsistentiam sibi unitas 
innotescat, si propter unitatem unam operationem dogmatizent, 
quod hi qui in diuisione corrupti sunt dicunt, affectuosam hanc 
esse operatione(m) fabulose fingentes. Sic autem et confusioni 
locum tribuentes, et demuirilem secundum Seuerum male interpre- 
tantur, unam hanc sed non duas secundum unitionem, diuinam 
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§3. For ifthe same wills and activities which are according to nature 
are credited to him through yet another, that 1s, through a third, as 
through the duality, sumilarity of existence must be understood from 
identity of appearance; and there must be the same, one with two, 
that is three* in each of them, whether natural or substantial. But 
indeed they do not use the term ‘natural’, but ‘hypostatic’, and on this 
account they now add to him either three substances, or as many 
hypostases, and properties of equal number accordingly, namely an 
uncreated one and a created one, and one that is neither [of the two], 
that is to say, one that 1s non-existent. For that 1s non-existent which 
shares m1 neither through nature, m such a way that even in the iden- 
tity which belongs to the third [property], both his two natures and 
his natural wills and activities are non-existent, according to them. 
But if they say that it 1s not the same [will and operation] in him, but 
another apart from those from which he is to be believed [to be], 
through the third [property], they agam reduce {the same one 
according to the same [property]}, to non-existence, as one who 
exists in the middle between (both) [is] the neutral of these two, that 
is to say, the substance and power uncreated by its own nature, and 
created; for they want these” to be either hypostatic, or composite, or 
‘theandric’, or unitary on account of the union.® For not only do they 
introduce, as I have said, this non-existent [property] which charac- 
terizes him according to none of those from which he is by.nature, but 
they even render him a stranger from the natural relationship which 
he has with his God and Father. For it 1s less correct that they present 
him a stranger even from the congenital property which he shares 
with his mviolate virgin mother, as if, according to the neutral of 
these, he has either a composite or hypostatic or theandric or unitary 
will and activity of his own. But in fact, he has from his Father a will 
and activity which are’ not composite, without beginning, and sub- 
stantial and divine, but from his mother he has a will and activity 
which are by nature created and human. 


§4. Furthermore, they even infer that the natures from which he 
himself is, are divided, as if unity is known through activity and 
not through hypostasis, if they teach one activity on account of unity, 
as those profess who are corrupted in division, fabulously imagining 
this activity to be dispositional. But thus [they are] both allowing 
room for confusion, and they wrongly interpret ‘theandric’ as Severus 
does,’ contending that this signifies one but not two, according to the 
union, divine by nature and human, and they mtroduce for them- 
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natura et uirlem, significare contendentes, et hac Deiuiri quan- 
dam naturam, sed non uirum factum Deum sibimet subinducunt, 
praesertim cum hoc praeuidens etiam uere derphantor Dionysius, 
non unam uocauerit hanc, sed noua guadam deiuirili nobis eum 
dixerit operatione conuersatum, ostendens non alteram ab altera 
distunctim, sed ambas per alterutras et alterutris connaturaliter 
adunatas, in eorum ex quibus et in quibus et quae erat certi- 
tudinem proferendas et, ut paterne dicamus, cum alterius communione 
horum utrumque, ita ut mirabiles quidem passiones, com- 
passibilia uero proculdubio miracula cognoscantur, per omni- 
modam coaptationem eorum quae ab eo naturaliter gesta sunt. 
Dupla enim omnia, et uera omnia, et unita omnia praedicant, in 
eo qui duplici est natura, ea quae secundum naturam sunt, Dei 
praecones et patres nostri. Quibus, ut dictum est, suum corrigere 
nolentes sermonem, adhuc et senioris Romae propriae consentire 
sectae coegerunt apocrisiarios, unam super duas, id est tres secum 
praedicandi in eodem Domino nostro Iesu Christo uoluntates et 
operationes, similem scientiae ligno gustum commiscentes, quem- 
admodum et isti fidem ex bono et malo proferunt affectantibus. 
Vnde et talibus circumuenientes litteris, ei qui miserat, mittunt. 


§5. Quia ergo in magno propter haec periculo sunt res pene 
totius catholicae et apostolicae Dei ecclesiae constitutae, pro ea 
deprecamur et obsecramus sanctissimos uos, ne hanc despiciatis 
periclitantem, sed adiuuetis tempestatibus laborantem, scientes in 
tempore tribulationis dilectionem quae in Spiritu sancto est nascl, 
et si possibile est uos transire citrus, quasi alia pro causa, ad 
senioris Romae pios et firmos ut petram uiros,’ qui uldelicet uobis- 
cum tutores nostri sunt semper et propugnatores feruentissim1 
ueritatis, obsecrare hos supplicatoriis uocibus et lacrimis pro 
omnibus Christianis, quatinus mercedem a Domino sortiantur,” 
omnibus similiter et si(bi)met absque nouitate recens inuenta 
seruantes orthodoxam fidem, et nihil super ea minus plusue 
suseipientes uel approbantes praeter quae diffinita sunt a sanctis 
patribus ac synodibus, ut boni studi sui aemulatione, hoc maxi- 
mum cum Dei auxiio directe prosequentes opus, cum illis siue 
nunc, stue in die tudicii Dommum habeant debitorem;* quem 
nimirum habuerunt in talibus creditorem, non aliud quid praeter 
se, sed se ipsum totum, totis uobis atque ulis in aeternas delicias et 


* Cf. Matt. 16: 18 b Cf2Jn.8 © Cf Matt. 10: 32, Lk. 12: 8 
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selves by this [definition] some nature of the God-man, but not God 
made man. [They do so] even though Dionysius, revealer of God, 
who truly foresaw this, did not speak of ‘one’ but described him? as 
‘changed by a certain new theandric activity for us’ ,‘° showing that one was 
not separate from the other but both were united together according 
to their natures through each other and in each other, being brought 
forth for the safeguarding of those from which and in which and 
which he was. And as we may say, like the Fathers, each of those had 
‘communion with the other,'' indeed im such a way that marvellous 
suffermgs and compassionate miracles are recognized as beyond 
doubt, through the complete adaptation of those things which were 
assumed by him according to nature. For the prophets of God and 
our Fathers predicate everything which is according to his nature as 
double and real and united in him who has a double nature. 
Unwilling to correct their own speech, as I have mentioned, to that of 
the Fathers, still they have forced even the emissaries of older Rome 
to consent to their own sect, and to preach with them one as well as 
two, that is three, wills and activities together in the same Lord and 
Jesus Christ, mixing the taste like the taste of the tree of knowledge, 
just as these people offer a faith [mixed] of good and evil, to those 
who seize it. On this account, they send people to go around with 
such letters, to him who sent [them].” 


§5. Therefore because the affairs of almost the whole church of God, 
which has been established as catholic and apostolic, are in great 
danger on account of these things, we pray on behalf of her and we 
beseech you, most holy people, that you do not despise her being in 
danger, but that you help her while she 1s labouring in the tempests, 
knowing that love which is in the Holy Spint grows in the time of 
tribulation. And if it is possible, [we ask] that you go across more 
swiftly, as if for some other reason, to the pious men of older Rome, 
who are solid as a rock, who clearly always protect us as you do, and 
are most fervent fighters for the truth, to beseech them with supplica- 
tory words and tears on behalf of all Christians, in order that they 
may gain reward from the Lord, preserving for all, as for themselves, 
the orthodox faith without newly-invented innovation, and taking up 
nothing more or less beyond those things, nor approving anything 
beyond that which has been defined by the holy Fathers and synods. 
The upshot will be that, by emulation of the excellent zeal of the 
Fathers and the councils, correctly pursuing this greatest of works 
with the help of God, they also may have the Lord as their debtor 
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refectionem donantem; quem et nos habere aduersus Arrianos, 
qui continuantur hic, supplicate Deo, beati et nostrae ad Deum 
deductionis praeuii, cum simus egeni pauperes et indigni serui 
-uestri. 
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both now and on the day of yudgement. He was plainly their creditor 
in such things, giving nothing other than himself, but rather his whole 
self, giving all of you, and them, into eternal delight and restoration. 
And pray to God, blessed ones and forerunners of our approach to 
God, that we might hold against the Arians'’ who are united here, 
since we are needy paupers and your unworthy servants. 


EP. ANASTASII APOCRISIARII 
AD THEODOSIUM GANGRENSEM 


(CPG 7733) 


§1. Exemplar propriae scriptionis epistolae sancti patris nostri ac 
doctoris Anastasi presbyteri et apocrisiarll magni nominis senioris 
Romae, noui scilicet confessoris, uel quod magis fatendum est, 
multum certatoris et martyris ueritatis, scriptae una cum subia- 
centibus testrmontis sacris et syllogismis cum 1psa quae abscisa est 
elus sancta dextera manu, admuirabili prorsus ingenio, immo 
diuina uirtute et gratia, postquam passus est 1pse et patres qui cum 
eo fuerunt in misero Byzantio propter uerbum tantummodo uerl- 
tatis, et quod noluissent uel etiam, ut uerius dicatur, non potuis- 
sent eis communicare in tam publica ipsorum perfidia et 
manifesta impietate secundum sanctum et magnum in theologia 
Gregorium qui in sermone suo quem in se fecit et aduersus 
Arrianos affatur: “Quasdam dimisimus bestias sanctorum 
corporibus quod quidam inhumanitatem publicauerint, unum 
accusantes tantum, ne impietati cederent nec communione 
polluerentur, quam ut uenenum serpentis fugientes, non corpus 
laedentem, sed profunda quaeque animae offuscantem.” Missa 
praeterea est a tertio exiio, id est Lazico, ad Theodosium, 
presbyterum Gangrensem et monachum, in sancta Christi nostri 
cluitate constitutum. 


§2. H émiypady. Acondéty pov Ta ravTa ayiwrTatw GeotiypsyTw 
TaTpi mvevwatina Kat didackdAm Oeodociw mpecBuTépw 
Avaordctos (6 éAdytotos) edges Deot mpeaButepos Kat povayos 
dotros tav dovAwy tot Beot. Amodoby ovv Oew ev 7H ayia 
Xptotov Tot Ocot yuav mode. TH SeoTdTH pou Oeodociw mpeo- 
Butépw T@ amo Tayypwv. 


Witnesses: A p 


LETTER OF ANASTASIUS 
APOGRISIARIUS TO THEODOSIUS 
OF GANGRA 


(CPG 7733) 


§1. Copy! of the actual written letter of our holy Father and teacher 
Anastasius, priest and apocrisiarius of great renown of older Rome, 
indeed a new confessor, or~-which 1s a much greater thing to say— 
who strove much, and was a martyr for the truth. He wrote this, 
together with the attached holy testimonia and syllogisms, with truly 
admurable skill with his holy right hand which was cut away, or rather 
by divine power and grace after the suffering he and the fathers who 
were with him in wretched Byzantium [endured], simply on account 
of the word of truth, and because they did not want, or even—as may 
be said more truthfully~—were not able to communicate with them in 
their very public perfidy and obvious impiety. According to the holy 
Gregory, great in theology, who in the sermon which he wrote about 
himself and against the Arians, said: “What beasts have we let loose 
upon the bodies of the saints, in that certain people have revealed 
their natural inhumanity, accusing them of one thing only: that they 
would not yield to impiety nor pollute themselves with communion 
[with the impious], which we flee as the poison of a serpent, as not 
wounding the body but injuring the very depths of the soul?” It was 
sent, moreover, from the third place of exile, that is from Lazica, to 
Theodosius the priest from Gangra, a monk established in the holy 
city of our Christ.’ 


§2. Dedication to my lord the most holy in all, honourable to God, 
spiritual father and teacher, Theodosius the priest, (the humble) 
Anastasius, by God’s mercy priest and monk, servant of the servants 
of God. Let it be delivered with God’s help in the holy city of Christ 
our God to my lord Theodosius, priest from Gangra. 
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§3. The divinely inspired Proverb orders us to remember the just with 
praises. Therefore I, in humility, wish to compose in the present dis- 
course a commemoration of those just men, and especially of 
Maximus, truly ‘the greatest one’: the name Maximus in general 
implies this. Since I can in no way succeed in worthily praising his 
virtue and knowledge, nor his witness on behalf of Christ God either, 
I decided to inform you, who are honourable to God, through this 
writing, simply of what you yourselves also long most of all to know, 
as I have found out: that is, when those blessed men fell asleep in the 
Lord. 


§4. I am therefore making known (to you)—consigning to silence 
most of the evil events suffered by us on account of their number and 
the tbeginning}* of the narrative, in fact also because of the inappro- 
priateness of the occasion—-that, when we reached the land of the 
Lazicans, friends of Christ, on the eighth day of the month of the 
month of June’ in the fifth indiction of the fifteen-year period now 
upon us, they ummediately separated us from each other, on the order 
of the one who then had authority over those who were there, snatch- 
ing away everything, down to a single needle and thread, whatever 
we had acquired for our basic wants both from you and the friends of 
Christ in your company. And since they could place that saintly 
man-—~I mean the lord Father Maximus—neither on a beast nor ona 
litter because of his weak condition, after they had plaited from sticks 
a sort of little stretcher, they carried him off and shut him up in the 
fort called Schemaris, near the tribe of the people called the Alani.® 
But the lord Father Anastasius, and me, a sinner, they took off on 
horses and imprisoned, him in a fort called Scotoris’ in Apsilia near 
Abasgia, and me in another fort whose name is Boucolous,® in the 
land called Mesimiana on the borders of the Alani, whom I have 
mentioned, which is the fort which the same Alani captured and now 
hold. Then after a few days, they took both me and the blessed 
Anastasius from the forts’ I have mentioned, and sent him to a fort 
called Souania,” although he was already by that time half-dead, as a 
result of the multitude of tortures and suffermg which we had under- 
gone in Byzantium, not to mention both the constraints and the dis- 
tressing circumstances into which we were brought here. For this 
reason, halfway during the journey, as some say, but, as others say, 
immediately on being imprisoned in the fort of Souania to which he 
had been dispatched, he died. Consequently I judge that he fell asleep 
in the Lord about the twenty-second or twenty-fourth day of the 
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Hinc igitur conicio quod circa undecimo kalendas uel nono 
kalendas Augustas quintae indictionis in Domino, sicut dictum 
est, obdormierit. 


§5. Porro Christi Dei martyr domnus uidelicet abba Maximus 
cum esset custodiae mancipatus in castro superius memorato, 
diuina sibi facta uisione, aduocauit quosdam ex his qui erant in 
castro, et dixit ad eos: ““Tertio decimo die Augusti mensis huius 
instantis quintae indictionis, feria septima, assumet me Dominus,” 
quod et factuum est. Igitur tertio decimo die praedicti Augusti 
mensis, praeteritae quintae indictionis, secundum diuinum eius 
uaticinium, ferja septirna, praesentibus derelictis perrexit ad 
Dominum. Porro et aliud miraculum quod diuinitus in sancto eius 
monumento efficitur, quodque usque in praesens qui castrum 
illud et eius circaregionem inhabitant intuentur et praedicant, et 
ad quosdam etiam principum atque magnatum peruenit, dignum 
est et uobis quoque sanctissimis et per uos omnibus qui ibidem 
sunt sancti, per litteras fieri manifestum, in gloriam et laudem Dei 
qui facit mirabilia in sanctis suis et glorificat memoriam eorum gui se 
orthodoxe ac sincere glorificant.” Id est, tres lampades luciferae per 
singulas noctes sanctum sancti illius martyris Maximi monumen- 
tum illustrant. Haec de memorabili hoc uiro, beatoque Anastasio, 
Deo honorabilibus uobis et per uos omni sanctae Dei quae illic in 
recta fide degit ecclesiae breuiter annotaui, quatinus et uos, his 
cognitis, glorificetis Dewm qua est mirabilis in sanctis suts.° 


> 1 Kings 2: 30 © Ps. 67: 36 
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month of July.'' I say this because on the eighteenth day of the same 
month of July’* we were both brought to the place called Moucourisis 
on the order of the man who was then chief,’’ prisoners in the midst 
of the army who are friends of Christ. '* Anastasius was already half- 
dead, as I have said, and from that point on I did not lay eyes on him 
anymore. I mean that while they dispatched him mmediately, as has 
been said, to the fort of Souania, {they dispatched] me to the fort 
called Thacyria,'* near Iberia. 


From this, then, I assume that, on about the twenty’®-second or 
twenty-fourth day of the month of July”’ in the fifth indiction, he fell 
asleep in the Lord, as has been said. 


§5. Furthermore, the martyr of Christ God, namely the lord Father 
Maximus, on being transferred to the custody of the fort mentioned 
above, saw a divine vision, {and] summoned some of those who were 
in the fort, and said to them: ‘On the thirteenth day of August of this 
present fifth indiction, on the seventh day of the week,!® God will take 
me up.’ Which is what happened. Thus on the thirteenth day of the 
said month of August in the fifth indiction which has passed, in 
accordance with his divine prophecy, on the seventh day of the week, 
he left behind present things and proceeded to the Lord. Further- 
more, it is fitting to make known to you, most holy people, another 
miracle too which is effected by divine power at his holy tomb, and 
which those who live in that fort and the area around it observe up to 
the present day and speak about, and [which] has even come to the 
attention of certain of the chiefs and magnates. And [it is fitting to 
make it known] through you to all holy people who are there, 
through letters, for the glory and praise of God who performs miracles in 
his holy ones, and glorifies the memory of those who glorify him sincerely 
and according to orthodox belief. That is to say, three shining lamps 
illuminate the holy tomb of that holy martyr Maximus on individual 
nights. I have briefly outlined these things concerning that remark- 
able man, and the blessed Anastasius, to you who are honourable to 
God, and through you to every holy church of God which lives in the 
right faith there, so that you, when you know these things, may glorify 
God who 1s marvellous in his holy ones. . 
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§6. Interea et quae mihi peccatori et exiguo post haec con- 
tigerunt, et in quibus sim, pari modo perpaucis manifestabo. Cum 
enim fecissem duos menses in castro praedictae Thacyriae in 
infirmitate reiacens, et pauxilum quid requiem fuissem adeptus, 
rursus misit me tunc princeps ad partes Apsiliae et Mesimianae 
custodiae mancipandum in castro Phustas, et ut absolute dicam 
septem mensibus duxit et circumduxit me per omnes praedictas 
regiones, nudum et discalciatum et peditem, et frigore ac fame et 
siti depressum, uolens profecto et me quoque ab hac detergere 
uita. Sed nescio quid super me humili praeuidens Deus, qui omnia 
salubri prouidentia sua producit, usque nunc conseruauit me in 
hac multarum tribulationum et miseriae uita. Post aliquot itaque 
dies pellitur illinc praedictus princeps. Deindeque succedens alius 
uisus est Compati, Inter quae duxit me 1uxta domum suam recep- 
tum a 1am memorato castro Phustensium. Et post annum, ex dia- 
bolica operatione motus, destinat me ad praedictum castrum. Sed 
Deus qui remetitur his qui aliis remetiuntur,* eadem die qua me 
pepulit, pulsus est hinc, et efficitur profugus in Christi amatorum 
regione Abasgorum, et consilio accepto a Christi amicis qui illic 
erant principibus magis compatiendi quam me minimum per- 
sequendi, et orationem a me potius quam gemitum percipiendi, 
ipsi quippe amici Christi principes Abasgiae compatiuntur humili 
mihi quanquam nescierint me, repromisit quidem illis quod si 
exiret inde et restitueretur in principatu, omnia quae forent ad 
solacium et refrigertum meum perficeret. Dein post paucos dies 
nescio unde adiutus egreditur quidem iterum et recipit principa- 
tum, nil tamen eorum quae pollicitus est Deo et crebro dictis Dei 
amicis principibus in opus perduxit. E contrario autem manibus 
nequam deductus uirorum, repromi(s)sionum quidem oblitus est, 
tolli autem me a castro Phustensium et maturius in Schemareos 
castrum mitti praecepit. 


§7. Factum interea est, cum ducerent me in iam nominatum 
castrum, ut ille iterum pelleretur et esset profugus ubi et primum 
fuerat. Excitauit autem Deus spiritum suum in uiro boni aemula- 
tore qui Dei habeat in se timorem pariter et amorem, et uere 
pheronime uigilantem secundum Deum possideat mentem, qui 
cum Deo nunc praeest regioni, et Deum imitante condescensione 
seu Compassione motus, reduxit me a uia crebro dicti Schemareos 


¢ Cf. Matt. 7: 2, Mark 4: 24, Lk. 6: 38 
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§6. However, I will also very briefly make known likewise the things 
which happened afterwards to me, a humble sinner, and my current 
condition. For when I had done two months in the fort of Thacyria, 
which I have mentioned, and I was lying ul, having had very little 
rest, the man who was then chief again sent me to the regions of 
Apsilia and Mesimiana to be handed over to custody in the fort of 
Phusta,'? and not to mince words, he led me for seven months around 
through all the regions I have described, naked and unshod and on 
foot, and oppressed by cold and hunger and thirst, wishing in fact to 
wipe me too out from this life. But God, foreseeing I do not know 
what concerning my humble self, who supplies everything through 
his saving providence, has preserved me up until now in this life of 
misery and many trials. And thus, after several days, that chief was 
driven from there. And then he was succeeded by another, who 
seemed to have compassion, smce he brought me near to his own 
home, when I was delivered from the fort of Phusta just mentioned. 
And after a year, stirred by the activity of the devil, he dispatched me 
to the fort which I have mentioned. But God, who gives back in equal 
quantity to people what they give to others, on the same day on which 
the chief drove me out, he was driven out”? from here, and was made 
an exile in the region of the Abasgians, who love Christ. Advised by 
the friends of Christ, who had been chiefs there, to have compassion 
rather than persecute me in my lowhiness, and to accept prayers from 
me rather than groans, 7! those very Abasgian leaders and friends of 
Christ had compassion on my humble self although they did not 
know me. He indeed promised them that, if he could leave there and 
be restored to the leadership, he would carry out everything for my 
comfort and refreshment. Then after a few days, aided from I do not 
know where, he indeed went out again and regained the leadership, 
but he carried into action none of those things which he had 
promised to God and to the leaders and friends of Christ whom 
I have often mentioned. On the contrary, once delivered from the 
hands of men, the wretch im fact forgot his promise [and] instead 
ordered me to be removed from the fort of the people of Phusta, and 
later to be sent to the fort of Schemaris. 


§7. However, when they were bringing me to the fort just named, it 
happened that he was driven out again and was in exile where he had 
been originally. But God stirred his spirit in a man who was an unita- 
tor of good, who possessed equally fear and love of God, and truly like 
his name possessed a mind vigilant with regard to God, who with 
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castri, et constituit me quasi quinque signis longius a diuinitus 
custodienda domo sua, in loco monachos ueraciter condecente, 
praebens necessarias largissime corporis utilitates. Pro quibus 
omnibus Christus uerus Deus, per intercessiones quae illum 
secundum carnem genuit Dei genitricis semperque uirginis 
Mariae ac omnium sanctorum, protegat eum una cum amandis filiis 
suis atque honorabili horum ac prorsus laudabili matre, ab omni 
caterua mahgnantium et a multitudine operantium iniguitatem,® donans illis 
bonorum refectionem, ut semper omnem sufficientiam habentes, abundent 
in omne opus bonum,' et statione faciat eos quae a[d] dextris futura est 
dignos,® atque diuinam illam et mitem uocem expertos quae dicet: 
Venite benedicti Patris mei, haereditate percipite pracparatum uobts regnum ab 
ongine mundi, quia (h)ospes fut, et collegistis me” et cetera, amen. 


§8. Obsecro autem sanctissimos uos eadem pro ipsis postulare in 
sanctis orationibus uestris, et maxime cum im sanctis et colendis 
oraueritis. Digni quippe sunt quibus haec pr(a)estetis. Filii enim 
germani existunt sanctae Christi Dei nostri Anastaseos. Denique 
Stephanum, qui in sanctis est, filtum uidelicet beati Iohannis pres- 
byteri qui cimiliarcha sanctissimae ulius ecclesiae fuit, uenientem 
in hanc regionem, ut asseruit, ad requisitionem humiulitatis meae, 
ipsi cum omni studio et gaudio susceperunt et honorauerunt, et 
omnem subuectionem ad requisitionem mei tribuerunt, tanquam 
homini profecto sanctae Christi Dei nostri Anastaseos. Vnde et 
subsidium eorum habens, muenit me sanctus ille Stephanus, cui 
faciat Dominus Deus misericordiam in illa die iustus tudex,' sed et his 
qui miserunt eum, quoniam reuera opus euangeélistae fecit; Sicut enim 
equus spiritualis ascensorem habens, 1psum scilicet Deum iuxta 
Scripturam quae ait: Ascendens super equos tuos, et equitatus tuus santias,* 
totam Lazicam et Apsiliam et Abasgiam discurrens, sine timore 
tam quae ueritatis, quam quae subintroductae nouitatis erant, 
annuntiauit, ac multorum utilitatis atque salutis et meae 1psius 
quietis et consolationis causa uiri est facta praesentia, et nequam 
nomen, quod ueri apostatae ueritatis nobis imposuerunt, ex tunc 
dissipatum est, et euidens multis ueritas facta est. His itaque bonis 
hic proprio aduentu correctis, nobilis ille uir, kalendis Ianuariis 
octauae indictionis quae modo praeterut, apud Christi amicum 


© Ps. 63:3 " 2Cor. 9:8 6 Gf. Matt. 25: 33-4 
® Matt. 25: 34-5 i 2 Tim. 4:8 i 2 Tim. 4:5 
* Hab. 3:8 
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God now governs the region. And imitating God, moved by conde- 
scension or compassion, he brought me back along the road from the 
fort of Schemaris, which has been often mentioned, and he settled me 
at about five miles’ distance” from his house which was under divine 
protection, in a place truly fitting for monks, bestowing the necessary 
provisions for the body most generously. On behalf of all of these, 
may Christ the true God, through the mtercessions of the mother of 
God and ever-virgin Mary who bore him in the flesh, and of all the 
saints, protect him together with all his beloved children and their 
honourable and entirely praiseworthy mother, from all the malicious 
crowd and the throng of evil-doers. May God give them the refreshment of 
good things, so that they, always having every sufficiency, may abound in every 
good work and he may make them worthy of the position which will be 
at his right hand, and they may experience that divine and gentle 
voice which will say: “Come, blessed of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
Sor you from the beginning of the world, because I was a guest and you welcomed 
me, et cetera, amen. 


§8. I beg you, most holy people, make the same requests for them in 
your holy prayers, and especially when you pray in the holy and 
revered [places]. The people for whom you offer these [prayers] are 
worthy indeed. I mean that they are true brothers of [the Church of] 
the Holy Resurrection of Christ our God.?? Then indeed they 
received and honoured with all zeal and joy Stephen, who is among 
the saints, namely the son of the blessed priest John who was cimili- 
arch of that most holy church,” when he came to this region, as he 
asserted, to search for me in my humility, and they gave him all sup- 
port in the search, as to a man truly of [the Church of] the Holy 
Resurrection of Christ our God. Whereupon, by their aid, holy 
Stephen found me. To him may our Lord God the just judge show 
mercy on that day, but also to those who sent him, since he truly per- 
Jormed the work of an evangelist. For like a spiritual horse, having for its 
rider God himself, according to the Scripture which says: Mounting on 
your horses, and your riding [ts] salvation, he travelled through all of Lazica 
and Apsilia and Abasgia, [and] he fearlessly proclaimed both what 
was true and what had been introduced through innovation. And the 
presence of the man brought profit and salvation to many, and 
brought me peace and consolation, and the evil reputation which the 
true apostates of truth had imposed on us was dissipated from that 
point on, and the truth was made clear to many. And thus when these 
good people had been set straight by his own arrival here, on the 
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Abasgiae principem dormiuit in Domino. Cui omnes qui hunc 
nouerunt, ut sancto requiem exoptarunt. 


§9. Quapropter oportebat quosdam ex uestratibus, Dei ama- 
toribus et secundum scientiam zelum Dei habentibus,! huc uenire, 
et quae ueritatis et pro ueritate sunt testificari, ut et orthodoxia 
magis conualesceret, et introducta nouitas peramplius argueretur, 
sed et ego humilis consolatione ac refectione potirer, et uenientes 
bonam a Christo Deo, pro quo etiam causa est, mercedem 
perciperent. Et maxime cum usque ad Hiberiam illinc, ut didic1, 
ueniant, culus rei gratia et huc mimime ueniunt? 
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Kalends of January of the eighth indiction which has just passed,” 
that noble man fell asleep in the Lord at the house of the leader of 
Abasgia, who was a friend of Christ. All who knew him prayed for 


rest for him, as for a saint. 


§g9. On account of this it was fitting that certain of you who love God 
and have zeal for God mn accordance with wisdom should come here 
and give testimony to what is true and on behalf of the truth, so that 
both the orthodox faith might grow stronger, and the mnovation 
which has been introduced might be made known more fully; but 
also so that I, in my lowliness, might grow stronger by consolation 
and convalescence, and that those who came might receive a good 
reward from Christ God for whose sake they came.”° And especially 
since they have come as far as Iberia from there, as I have found out, 
why don’t they come here too? 


§10. Therefore I beseech you most holy people, if the possibility 
exists, to send me by one of the believers who come to Iberia the book 
containing what was passed by canonical decree by the holy and 
apostolic synod, which, through the sacred command of the holy 
martyr and apostolic and most high Pope Martin, was convened in 
older Rome, in order that the sacred teachings of the holy Fathers, 
and the abominations of the heretics which have sprung up both in 
the past and in the present, may be made much more obvious to 
those [who live] here. My point 1s that those who persecute God and 
us unjustly perform this and only this favour inadvertently and 
against their will: while banishing us to different places and regions, 
they contrive to have the orthodox faith of the holy Fathers, which we 
too preach, revealed further, while their own heresy is held up to 
scorn and refuted in every place and in every region, according to the 
saying of the holy Dionysius, bishop of Athens and witness to the 
truth: “God knows evil [and] in tt, good’—that is, how good ‘and in ti the 
causes of evils have the power to do good’.*’ | mean that it is truly good to 
cause the orthodox faith of the Fathers to be revealed and strength- 
ened, as I have said, and to have the unorthodox faith of the heretics 
held up to scorn and refuted, even though this is achieved through 
exiles and other hardships. For thus from the beginning the word of 
truth was spread abroad and disappeared, when of course both the 
holy prophets and apostles and teachers suffered persecution and 
exue and other dreadful fates. 
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S11. Let us suppose, then, that, as I have besought, you are com- 
pelled by God to send the sacred book. If those who bring it are will- 
ing to come here, let them come of their own accord to the all-famous 
patrician, guarded by God, and the magistros*® who is in the company 
of God, Gregory. They should of course take him a letter from the all- 
praiseworthy patrician and general of Iberia. If, on the other hand, it 
happens that they are not willing to come as far as here, let them give 
the book to the all-praiseworthy general of Iberia, whom I have men- 
tioned, who should” send it to Gregory, who has been mentioned, 
our master and most magnificent patrician and magistros in the Lord, 
such that, n so.domg, you may receive from those who are going to 
benefit from the [book] the good reward from our God. 


§12. For the present may you find with this letter of mine to you who 
are honoured by God, and through you to the most holy orthodox 
church there, a scroll contaming eight extracts from the holy 
Hippolytus, bishop of the port of Rome and a witness to Christ God. 
My purpose was that also through them you would be mm a position to 
know that, in agreement with the other holy Fathers, he preaches 
ardently both two natures and activities in our saviour Jesus Christ, 
while he renounces those who teach one activity and one nature mm his 
divinity and humanity, on the grounds that they advocate both ‘the 
changeability together with the mingling, confusion’, and the division of both 
of his natures.*° Search carefully for a holy book like this belonging to 
the Father under the dedication preceding the extracts. For if you 
find 1t you will be able to read many essential witnesses in it to the two 
natures and activities of Christ our saviour. I say this because this 
book was delivered to us m Byzantium before we suffered, and when 
we wanted to copy it in its entirety, our enemies insisted immediately 
m their usual fashion on snatching it away like thieves, and we were 
unable to copy”! it with the exception of these eight extracts. 


§13. What has escaped my notice in the course of what I have 
related, I won’t be slow to tell. It’s this: when I was mformed by the 
holy lord Stephen about the unity and agreement which had come 
about there between everyone, mutually and with God, through 
orthodox confession, I was filled with spiritual joy as if before the 
Lord. And even if I am a sinner, on account of the nature and magni- 
tude of the blessing I offered up and will not cease to offer up hymns 
of thanksgivig to God who loves human beings, requesting that this 
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be preserved up to the end unshaken, for the glory of his most bene- 
volent love of humankind, and for our salvation. 


§14. I greet both you who are honourable to God and all the holy 
people with you, and through you the whole holy catholic and 
apostolic church of God there. I request that you remember me, a 
prisoner of sin, i your holy prayers to God, and in the holy 
and revered places, and that you sustain and comfort me in my 
humulity with your precious letters, which [long for greatly, and grant 
me the sight of your face—even if it ts a bold request®*—before I too 
depart from this miserable life of many sorrows. 


Scholion. Our holy Father and martyr Anastasius, the author of the 
letter, himself died too on the eleventh day of the month of October, 
on Sunday at the third hour while ‘Holy things for the hob’ was being 
said in the holy synaxis,** in the tenth indiction.** 


THEODORI SPUDAEI 
HYPOMNESTICON 
(CPG 7968) 
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§x. Scholion stue Ypomnesticum his qui desiderio ac zelo diuino 
legere uoluerint breuiter declarans, quae paucis sunt agnita, id est 
una cum athleticis certaminibus quot exilia et m quibus locis ac 
tempore pertulerint martyrium, diemque fidae ad Deum profec- 
tionis et exhibitionis sanctorum et deiferorum patrum nostrorum 
ac magistrorum, nouorum reuera confessorum et magnoru 
martyrum, praecipue illius qui positam hic epistolam digito Dei 
scripsit, eo quod ipse quidem eorum qui ante se defuncti sunt, 
Maximi scilicet et Anastasii discrpuli eius significauerit diem ut 
praelatum est, de se autem et germanis fratribus eius, Theodoro 
scilicet ac Euprepio, nemo, insuper et Martini sanctissimi et 
summi apostolici papae ac martyris, qui omni quae sub sole est 
praecellit hieraticae dignitati, atque quorundam aliorum, quorum 
praesens epistola mentionem non facit, nec quaecunque ut reor 
alia charta uel homo. 
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COMMEMORATION 
(CPG 7968) 


An abbreviated account. What was done against blessed Martin, Pope of Rome, 
and holy Maximus and of those with them.' 


§1. The scholion or commemoration for those who wished with 
longing and godly zeal to read a brief narration of things known to 
few, that is how many exiles, together with rigorous trials, and where 
and when our holy and God-bearing Fathers and teachers, that is, the 
new confessors and great martyrs achieved martyrdom, and the day 
of their sure departure to God and of revelation; especially [the trials] 
of him? who wrote, by the finger of God, the letter attached here, 
where he indicated the day of those who died before him, that 1s 
Maximus and his disciple Anastasius, as 1t was predicted, but con- 
cerning himself and his brothers Theodore and Euprepius, blood 
brothers, no-one [has written]. And above all [the trials] of Martin, 
the most holy and highest apostolic pope and martyr, who has prece- 
dence to every priestly rank under the sun, and of certain others not 
mentioned by the present letter, nor any other document or person, 
as far as I know.? 


§2. In the year 6118, or even a little later, after the creation of the 
world, when with God’s consent Heraclius was emperor (it 1s 
written in the Book of Job, ‘I will give a king who is an interpreter of the 
people’s discontent’), and Sergius was settled on the patriarchal throne of 
Constantinople, the heresy of the monothelites began to be intro- 
duced into the country, which endured for something close on sixty 
years. I say this because his descendants received the empire and held 
sway over it in succession like a gangrenous sore. From them descended 
an emperor by the name of Constantine. They say he was called 
Constos,* whom some also call Pogonatus because he had a long 
beard. When he too became possessed by this heresy [and] published 
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the Typos, which is full of blasphemy, he posted it in the exo-narthex 
of the holy Great Church of God in Constantinople in ratification of 
the blasphemous heresy of the monothelites. But he paid a just 
penalty: when he set out from Constantinople, intending to travel to 
Rome, he got as far as Sicily, and there, while he was relaxing in the 
baths, he received a fatal blow from the attendant, and was carried 
off. These events happened later. Let us return to the subject. 


§3. So when Martin of holy memory became president of older 
Rome, Maximus of pious memory and his disciple Anastasius also 
being with him, after convening in Rome a synod of priests and 
orthodox men, he anathematized the impious Typos, which I have 
already mentioned. Constantine really could not abide the fact that 
this had happened, but firstly imprisoned holy Maximus in a camp 
together with his disciple, and seemg after many inquiries that they 
remained true to the orthodox faith, he gave the order for them to be 
banished to Thrace, to the cities Bizya and Perberis. But in turn, like 
a serpent the same Constos dragged them back to himself. When sub- 
jected to an inquiry it was much rather the case that they got the 
better of him and those with him. So in the grip of passion he cut off 
their hands and tongues, and sent them into banishment in Lazica. 
Clinging to evil, he wrote to the exarch of Ravenna, and [the exarch] 
dispatched an army to Rome, and it took captive the famous Martin 
and took him to Constantinople. And making him a prisoner and 
inflicting him with many sufferings, they condemned him to be sent 
to Cherson, as a certam Theodore instructs [us] in the writmg which 
he composed for this divine assembly, which runs as follows. 


§4. Those who have read these copies of the attached holy letter of 
the holy man are obliged to trust with certainty those obeying God 
who examines the inner hearts, because in it” as God is a witness to the 
truth, was transcribed from the very letter which was written by his 
own hand—rather, to speak more truly, was written through an 
amazing miracle by the finger of God. That is to say, by our holy 
Father and teacher, the lord Father Anastasius, the presbyter and 
apocrisiarius of the city of older Rome, which has a great name, who 
both was a great contender and was truly a great new confessor and 
martyr for the truth. It was written by him—after he suffered, as was 
said, in Byzantium together with his fellow contender, Maximus, 
truly a philosopher, or rather a theosopher, and his great fellow 
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witness to Christ, our true God and Saviour, that is, when both their 
precious tongues, holy and truly divinely eloquent, were cut off from 
the inside, and their hands were cut off and they were beaten and 
tortured most cruelly, from which they bled while being paraded 
through the whole city, which in fact not even any foul criminal has 
ever undergone.® And unless God, who alone brings everything from 
nothingness into existence and raises the dead, had not protected 
them in order to shame their enemies, from this kind of roughness at 
their hands and from a considerable loss of blood, there being no 
cautery allowed them as it is usually, and no astringent applied to 
where both their hands and tongues had been severed in order to stop 
the blood, they would then and there have given up their truly holy 
and blessed souls to God whom they longed for. But the truly most 
foul and most wretched apostates of the truth did all this to them for 
no reason other than through envy alone, truly most evil, which the 
demon, the author of evil, sowed in them, just as he did in the Jews 
who are like them. They were unable to resist even for a short time 
the wisdom which had been deservedly bestowed on them by God on 
behalf of what is really the truth, and the only thing they did not want 
was to communicate with them in their impiety and godlessness, 
which were so public—T[it was written by him] with his holy right 
hand which had been cut off, in other words, with the stump and that 
alone, that is, without palm and fingers, with amazing ingenuity, in 
other words by fastening two slender twigs to the stump,’ or rather, to 
speak more truly, by divine power and grace, just as he also spoke 
with a truly divine and invisible tongue completely without hindrance 
and restraint, although it had been cut off from the very root from the 
inside. Lebarnikios, the patrician of Lazica, recounted this to us with 
terrible oaths, who by God’s plan had personally seen this very 
activity, although he had been distrustful about the amazing nature of 
this great miracle. Moreover, ‘Theodore too, the protosecretary of the 
praetorian prefect of Constantinople,’ recounted this to us earlier, 
and he also swore terrible oaths, since he was aware of their holy 
sufferings, being the director and superintendent of matters like these. 
He glorified and gave thanks to God for such a miracle and for their 
courageous bravery, because, like a dog or a deer as a result of run- 
ning a great distance, or from thirst and the heat, so they yielded and 
gave up their tongues, and similarly their hands, although holy 
Maximus was exceedingly short in stature and infirm of body, as 1s 
obvious to everyone. This is why the enemies, who were intrinsically 


154. THEODORI SPUDAEI HYPOMNESTICON 


Gavpare kat eddapow avdpeia avTa@y, 6Tt Womep KUwY 7 EAados eK 
dpduov moAAod Kai dibns 7 Katpatos ovTws éxdAacav Kal mpo- 
éOwKxav Tas yAwooas avTav Kaba Kai Tas yeipas, KaiToL uLtKpo- 
gvovs wavy Kat acGevois ovTos T@ oMpartt Tob ayiov Makinov, ws 
maow evdrndAov. Ato Kai meptocow@s ot bu’ evavtias mAnyévTes THY 
Ppeva ETL TH TOCAVTH Kat THALKAUTY TpObULIia THY ayiwy, evdobev 
ot Taumovypot Kat aAnbads amavOpwrot, ws dvTws cyptot Opes, 
E€ETELOV TAUTAS. 


~ ~ ov ~ 

85. Ov povoyv d€ tavtns THs emtoToAns ovTw Tap’ avTod 
f > 4 4 ¢ f é 7 4 é 3 i 
ypadeions, adda Kat eTépwv TwAcioTwv BiBAwy TE Kat Tow idiwv 
avTOD ToVyuaTwY Kal ovyypaupatwr lep@v, @v ov pdvov 
> tal a 
avuTémTat mpovoia Geod yeydvayev, GAAa Kal wepixads ev KAnpw 
if “~ ~ > > ra 3 > 1 > a“ 3 
yapitt Geod AaBety €€ avtav Kat’ éenitpomHv avtod névwbynper, 
~ “a € “~ 3 ~ “ 
Kal GUT@Y Oo ws TH avTH pebddw TE Kal yxeLtpi (uaGAdAov de 
> a] “ € ” } ‘ a ¢ > 4% a / M. é e 
aAndas, ws etpytat, daxTvAm Geodb ws ert Tob weyaAov Mwcéws) 
ypapevTwy, mpovoia Kat ouvepyeia Tov dvouv TavTOdUVaLOU Kal 
gpirayafov te xat didavopwmrov Weot tod mowotvros Pavydoua 
peyaAa év_tois ayiot attot! Kxai Sofdalovtos aAnbads rods 
f g > 4 > “ ¥ X 4 x > / ” 

dogalovras® avtov akdwas epyw te Kai Ady@m Kat adnfeia, Ere 
dudyovtos év TH TeAEvTaia Hyouv Tpity avTob e€opia Aalixijs, év 
KaOTpW emirAeyouevm Dovootpns Kempevw atravw ywpiov Moyons, 
KkAinatos AynAias TéAous, Kat’ avatodas ths ITovticys OaAdacons, 





3 3 % % ? ~ f 3 7 a ~ ~ 
Tap’ avtov tov 760a Tov Kavxaciwyv opéwv, mAnoiov THs TaV 
a “a n 3 ~ ¢ 
diroypicotwy ABacyav ywpas kai Tob eBvous trav A[A]Aava@yv, ws 
> ~ of ~ 
ATO ONpEiwy TEVTE TOD xwWpPiov LiyaywpEews, Yyovv TOD TPWTOV 
ov / a /‘ , 
oixov I'pyyoptiov Tov ovtws dtAoypiorov TaTpiKiov Kal ayloTpou 
“~ ~ ~ ~ % f 3 a 3 
ms auTns Tov Aalav ywpas, ob} Kal pryunv ayalhny akiws 
a a > “ 4 
TETOINTAL EV TH TOLAVTN EmLOTOAT, ETAGTaVYTOS avTOD, Pia Kat 
3 vad fal 7 “a 3 “a > y “ 
ETLTPOTTY TMV EKELE TPO AvTOD GOAiwy apydvTwY EWS avTOD, EV 
mn 3 mn - >? / ? é + fa if A f 
Th avTy Tpityn €€opia éemTakis ev dvoxepéot ToTos Kat BAiber 
mn 3 ad + , / i 3 K f 
TOAAG, ev (r)@ elpnudvm Kaotpw Oovaod (uns) év Kupiw 
3 ra 3 4 hia 
KEKOLULNTAL AUTOS, TOV ay@va Tov KaAov AywrvicdwEevos, THY OVTWS 
> ‘ / f 4 ‘ f m , r / h 
opAddo€ov mictw THphnoas Kat Tov dpdmov Tod papTupiov TEréoas 
¢ ? 
pnvi OxtwBhpiw evdexaTyn, Hepa TPWTH, WPA TpiTH, PecKoLevov 
~ ? iz ~ 4 ~ 
év TH ayia ouvager Ta aya trois ayiots, wdixTi@vos dexarns, 








4 3 4 XV ¢ / ~ 3 “ ¢ / > / 1 

TPOELTWV KAL AUTOS THV NUEPAav THS AVTOV Gyias avaTravoEWws TLOL 
nm fd 3 fad 1 ad “a 1 ov 1 “ 

TOY OVTwWY ET? AUTOD TPO LYVaV TpL@v, Kal ETEpa d€ 7AEioTa 


© Of Ex, 31: 18 * Ps. 135: 4, 67: 36 
8 1 Kings 2: 30 h 2 Tim. 4:7 


COMMEMORATION 155 


thoroughly wicked and truly inhuman like really wild animals, muti- 
lated them, being extraordinarily struck by the extent and nature of 
the saints’ readiness. 


§5. As well as that letter written by him in this way, we personally 
not only saw by God’s providence both very many of his other books 
and tomes containing his sacred compositions and writings, but we 
were also honoured to inherit parts of them, by the grace of God, in 
accordance with Anastasius’ instructions, and at the same time some 
of those written by the same manual method’—more truly, as is said, 
by the finger of God, as [happened] in the case of the great Moses. 
[This happened] through the providence and co-operation of the 
one, all-powerful God, who both loves good and loves human beings, 
who alone performs great wonders in his saints and truly glorifies those who 
glorify him unswervingly in both deed and word and truth. [He wrote 
them] when he was still Irving in the last, that 1s to say the third, exile 
in Lazica, in a fort called Thousoumes which is situated above the 
district of Mochoes, in the border-region of Apsilia, to the east of the 
Pontic sea, right at the foot of the Caucasus mountams, near the land 
of the Abasgi, who love Christ, and the Alani people, about five miles 
from the district of Zichachoris, that is to say the first home of 
Gregory, the true friend of Christ, the patrician and magistros of the 
same land of the Lazicans. Anastasius deservedly makes a positive 
mention of Gregory in the letter on this subject,!° when he was 
moved, forcefully and at the order of the miserable officials there 
before him up to his time, seven times in the same third exile, m 
difficult places and in a great deal of suffering. In the fort called 
‘Thousoumes, which I have mentioned, he went to sleep in the Lord, 
having fought the good fight and kept the truly orthodox fatth and completed 
the course ofa martyr, 1n the month of October on the eleventh day, on 
the first day fof the week], at the third hour, when ‘Holy things for the 
holy’'' was being said in the holy synaxis, in the tenth indiction,” 
when he himself had predicted the day of his holy passing to 
certain people who had been with him three months earlier. And 
by most of the various miracles which, with the co-operation of 
the all-holy and all-efficacious Spirit, he performed both there 
and mn his two other places of exile, I mean in Trebizond and 
Mesembria,!? he converted a great many people and iluminated 
them by the truth. 


156 THEODORI SPUDAEI HYPOMNESTICON 


Gavuata (7) Tob mavayiov Kat tavrevepyots ITvedpmatos ovv- 
Epyeia mrainoas exeio€e Te KaL ev Tais GAAats avTod dvoiv EEopiats, 

A \ A f f 3 f 4 
TpareCoivre dnt cat MeonuBpia, tapmoAdous émorpépas Kat 
dwrioas TH adAnbeia. 


7 f A 4 4 3 a“ f 2 ral 
§6. Evétatpixbavres 6€ Kat mwAnpw@oavTes év TH TOLAvTH adTaV 
¢ f 4 / “— / 7 ¢ ‘a 
dyia Kal TaypaKxapiorw, ToAvidpwrw, {oTepdarnddpw ouodroyia 
4 c ¢ tA 
TE Kat LapTUpia, O Lev eipypevos aytos Avaoraotos 6 mpeoBUTEpos 
4 ira “~ 
Kal amoKptotaptos Pawns amo exTys emivenoews Tod TAapwxXn- 
KOTOS KUKAOU péexpt THS AEexOeions SexaTysS WoiKTL@vos THs 
‘a a 
eveoTwons TevTekatoeKalTyaleTnptdos ev GAats Tais mpodedey- 
Ed 4 3 fal 3 , f i f é 
peévais Tptoiv avTov ée€opias, pretaoTaoeat Siapdpots, GAtibeot Te 
Kal avayKais Kal TEeptoTacEecw ov pEeTpiais ovde GAtyals éTY 
At t 4 ? n f f 4 3 / / 
etxoot, of dé avtod pabyntai, Deddwpos cai Edapémios, yvyjoror 
od \ & 3 / e484 # ~ ? 
6vTws Kal aytot ddeAgoi, vioi ITAoutivov rob waxapuntarov Baot- 
Auxot pedyximos (Tot émavw GAwy Tav Tod Syuociov payKinwy 
a 4 ? n “a a ‘ 3 
TOV Tas avéevas Taca@y TaV GxoAwV azoAvovTwY, 6 EemAéyeTat 
f i a 4 3 f f fa 
TeTpavotrov), tAovUT@ ToAUTEAEE Kat a€impuacw diaddpots, Feiat 


“as 


~ 4 ~ ~ v 
Te apeTais Kat TH peilove Tacwy Taplevia Kexoopnpevot, bu” Hs, 
~ 1 ” 4 ”~ 
ws olua, Kat TOV tTHALKOUTWY Brép XproTod dywvwv Te Kal 
A e ¢ 4 A “ 
orepavav KaTnEwwbnoav TysnOyvar ws ayvot Kat Kkalapol TH 
. j 4 4 a“ 
Kapoia, OTe avtTot tov G@edv_dyovrat, pera THY TpwTHV Tot 
] mn” 4 ¢ n 3 a 
émioTaTov avT@v te Kat yuav ev Tpamelovvr. e€opiav, of 
s : 
TAciotas éAenpoovvas Kat KapTogopias tomjoavtes, BovAnbévtes 
a 4 ~ 
éri Papny xataduyeiv, tapavra[s] oxePévres Kal adrot ev rH 
be mn ” ? 3 ‘ \ 3 4 s ‘a ¢ fd 
adT@ Stwy@ wAnoiov ABvdov, da THY avTHV Kal WdvyV Udbeow 
a 4 4 3 \ rn + a nm a r 
Tov py d€ avtous OeAHoat avrois ovppuavOjvar tH mpodmTav 
a a a a 3 
doeBeia emi Tm ywouerm é€& sroBoAjs tov THs éxKAnoias 
é / ‘ / > f a 
KwvotavtwovutdAews mavpeByAwm Kat mavrn abéw Baotlkike@ 
- “a 3 ra 
Timm, Kat dnpevlervtes raons THs Tpocovons avTois Tepiovoias 
n n 3 
KL TOY EmlKEelLevwy avTois afiwuaTtwv, éemwwria te Gavacya 
~ \ 3 3 a n 
Tapa Tov émapyov AaBdvTes Kat eEoprabévtes Ev Xepow@ve KaKeice 
f f ‘4 ? 4 > A 4 > f a 
Bia moAAaKis ywpiobévtes am’ adAnjAwy Kat &Y KadOTpOLS TAY 
“ a ¢ 4 
€xeioe Trapakeyuévwv ebvav ddiepwhévtes’ 06 ev vewTEpos 
tl] f Es ¢ a é + “~ ? / 
adeApes, nyouv 0 ovtTws depwripws év macw LEdapémos 
tal Pi] tal 
avouacbeis, tAnpwoas é€v T@ ToLtotTw dirdobéw ayave Eros Evarov 
n r > f .0 , 9 a pote ‘ 
ampos Kuptov éeropev€n envi OxtwBpiw Ks! vduertudvos 10" 6 bé 
fod 4 4 n 3 i e 4 ra ~ 3 / e 4 
ETEpos, O Kal mpa@Tas adeAdds, 6 Kat Deot SMpov ad&iws w7e 
4 a 3 a oe 3 n 
Kupiov cexAypeévos, dtapkéoas amo THs avTHAS ExTNS ivdtKTL@Vvas 
i Matt. 5: 8 


COMMEMORATION 157 


§6. While continuing to complete this holy and all-blessed confession 
and witness as well, which was full of exertion and brought them 
crowns, the said holy Anastasius, presbyter and apocrisiarius of 
Rome, [survived] twenty years, from the sixth indiction of the past 
cycle up to the tenth indiction, as I have said, of the present fifteen- 
year [cycle],'* in all of his three exiles, which I have spoken about be- 
fore, and in different removals and in both sufferings and straitened 
circumstances and in misfortunes that were neither moderate nor 
few. His disciples Theodore and Euprepius, truly genuine and holy 
brothers, sons of Plutinus, the most blessed miller of the emperor— 
that is to say, the one who 1s above all the millers of the public trea- 
sury who distribute the grain supplies of all the schools,’ which is 
called tetransitton—~who were equipped with extravagant riches and 
various offices, and divine virtues and virginity, which is greater than 
all [these]—for which I believe they deserved to be honoured with 
both so many trials and crowns on behalf of Christ, because they 
were chaste and pure of heart, since they will see God—wanted to flee to 
Rome after the first exile of their teacher and ours as well in 
Trebizond, when they had donated very considerable amounts of 
alms and offerings. They too were stopped immediately in the same 
persecution near Abydos,’® for the same reason and that alone— 
because they did not wish to be contaminated with them by their 
manifest impiety in the all-profane and completely godless imperial 
Typos, which came about at the suggestion of those from the church in 
Constantinople. And when they had all the property belonging to 
them confiscated, and the offices they used to hold, they received a 
deadly whipping from the eparch and were sent into exile in 
Cherson.’’ There, for the most part separated from each other by 
force, they were assigned to the forts of neighbouring peoples there. 
The younger brother, that is to say the one who was truly in all 
respects fittingly named Euprepius, when he had completed the ninth 
year of suffering like this out of love of God, went to the Lord in the 
month of October, on the twenty-sixth day, in the fourteenth indic- 
tion.'!® The other brother, who was older and who was deservedly 
called ‘a gift of God’ by the Lord, having persevered from the same 
sixth indiction up to the tenth indiction of the présent cycle, which I 
have mentioned—that is to say up to the holy rest in the Lord of their 
all-holy Father and the superior of them and us, the priest Anastasius 
[sc. the Apocrisiarius], as was said—when they’? were truly pitiable 
and deprived, on account of the considerable rarity and Jack of a 
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truthful word, and of all spiritual food, such that now and at no other 
time the Lord’s words are fulfilled, concerning the evils of the last days, 
no hunger for bread, nor thirst for water, but a hunger for hearing the word of the 
Lord—as was said, [his brother Theodore] is spending his twentieth 
year holding out in the rigorous labours and crises in the same place 
of exile in Cherson. 


§7. He, that is to say the older brother Theodore, whom I have 
mentioned, was kind enough to show us with his very own hand a 
great many written works of the saints, when we went there to visit 
him and venerated both him and Martin of all-precious memory, the 
head and truly ecumenical pope and great martyr for the truth. 


§8. Theodore recounted to us also the very many miracles of Martin 
which happened there, as well as the unbearable tribulations which 
bore down on them, and he gave us as a gift a piece of a kerchief or 
towel, which had been left to them by the holy man [sc. Martin], and 
one of his boots or half-boots which no other person wears except the 
holy pope of Rome alone. This was because Martin too had been 
exiled there after terrible sufferings while he was being conveyed 
from Rome. He handed himself over, eagerly desiring and longmg 
passionately to be martyred for Christ’s sake, as both an imitator and 
successor Of holy Peter, chief of the apostles, both during the sea 
voyage and in Byzantium itself. The upshot was that he was hit 
publicly by the enemies of God, who are worthy of their father the 
devil, and he was stripped of his clothes, and, too, heavy irons and 
chains were put around both his holy neck and the rest of his precious 
limbs. ‘Then they led him with the same irons in procession along the 
whole road from the palace up to the praetorian prefecture, chained 
to the officer of the guard,” that is to say the chief executioner, and a 
man walked in front of him with a sword to cut him up limb from 
limb. The wretched finance minister Boukoleon?! decided and per- 
mitted [this], he who was deservedly called by the name of a blood- 
devouring beast, as one who had also brought upon himself deeds full 
of bestial savagery, with the knowledge and consent of the Emperor 
Constantine, who produced the totally foul and totally evil Typos, 
which I have spoken about, on the advice of Paul, the wretched 
former president of Constantinople, with Gregory the Eunuch and 
eparch of the city rightly described as pitiable.”” In fact, this would 
already have happened as far as both his [sc. Martin’s] bold readiness 
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and his purpose [were concerned], if the decisive intervention of 
God, who loves human beings and is supremely good, had not 
checked them, or the adversaries had not become ashamed by 
Martin’s almighty bravery. I say this because even hard and inhuman 
tyrants are perhaps capable of experiencing even this, although 
they are excessively merciless and cruel in the manner of Satan who 
operated in them. Or they begrudged [him] martyrdom, in the 
manner of one similar to themselves, the apostate Julian,”* who was 
crazy about idols: that infamous man, truly wise in evil matters; or 
God preserved him in his providence, which is both without lumit and 
unspoken, which is something better and known only to God himself, 
who arranges everything for our advantage. Martin himself fell asleep 
in the Lord when he had done 180 days in the two prisons, both in the 
watch-house and m the eparch’s prison, in great tribulation and most 
grievous ill-health, although every suffering in his struggle [lasted] for 
three years or even more,” as we are able to ascertain both from what 
was written about him, and also both from the Roman soldiers and 
his own people who with him were exiled to various places and 
endured a great many torments. [He fell asleep] after he had brought 
illumination to the one and only holy catholic and apostolic, glorious 
church of our God, by the all-holy and the true teachings of the 
synods, I mean the one in Nicaea, and Constantinople, both Ephesus 
I and Chalcedon, and agam m Constantinople at the time of the 
emperor Justinian,” and the sacred and all-pious teachings of all the 
holy Fathers who are both full of divine wisdom and approved, and 
our true teachers, as those who wish to read reverently will find in the 
sacred acts of the holy and apostolic and all-pious synod.which was 
convened by hun in Rome.” He dispatched these [acts] to every 
place and to every region, and both showed and proclaimed the truth 
intensely, both revealing and publicising the sordid deeds of the 
enemy very clearly. He fought the good fight much loved by him, and 
went with the greatest joy to the Lord whom he desired, on whose 
behalf he poured out his own blood as far as he could, in the month of 
September on the sixteenth day in the fourteenth indiction,” on the 
day on which every year is celebrated the all-precious memory of 
Euphemia,” guardian of orthodoxy, who is both a great contender 
and a pure virgm and martyr. He was buried among the tombs of 
saints m the all-venerable house of Our Lady, the all-holy, inviolate, 
all-praiseworthy, gracious one, who is properly speaking by nature 
both really and truly the Mother of God and ever-virgin Mary, which 
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is called Blachernai,”* about one stadium outside the walls of that city 
of Cherson, blessed as a result. In this holy house holy Euprepius too, 
whom I have mentioned, is laid to rest near the same shepherd who 1s 
both shared by the world and a true teacher, who fulfilled by his work 
the words of the Gospel which say: ‘The good shepherd lays down his life for 
has sheep.’ 


§9. The holy and famous, all-excellent as well as all-wise, their 
great fellow-contender and fellow-martyr Megistos, who is also 
Maximus~—as has been indicated earlier, the name Maximus means 
this in the Latin language—whose holy tomb also displays an abund- 
ance of lights each night,” from the day when he fell asleep up to now 
and forever, giving illumination to all and showing the trust [which 
he enjoys] with God, as the preceding letter commends. And we per- - 
sonally heard [this] from both many of the officials there and the local 
people, who told us confidently with oaths about the truly amazing 
nature of this miracle, and who had seen [the lights] with their own 
eyes. There is one of these, a comes,*! Mistrianus, himself from the 
same fort of Schemaris, who saw these [lights] not once or twice but 
many times while on night-watch with his soldiers, and was the first to 
tell everyone openly. But we were unable to get there because of the 
difficulty of that mountain, that is to say the summit of the Caucasus, 
than which there is no loftier mountam on earth and the winter 
season, not to mention the confusion which occurred there among 
the people in those parts.*” Together with Anastasius his disciple, he 
departed* for the heavenly kingdom. From the eleventh indiction of 
the previous cycle they had similarly spent ten years in three places 
of exile**—I mean both Bizya and Perberis in the region of Thrace, 
and Lazica, which I have mentioned—in numerous afflictions and 
desperately straitened circumstances, and in strenuous struggles of 
this kind. Holy Maximus, as was said, [died] in the month of August, 
on the thirteenth day in the fifth indiction, having foretold his death 
by divine revelation fifteen days earlier, as can be found in the pre- 
ceding [account], whereas [he had foretold] his holy martyrdom for 
the truth in Christ our God a considerable number of years before; 
and his disciple Anastasius [died] in the month of July on the twenty- 
fourth day in the same indiction. 
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§10. So there was sent to us from their same third place of exile, that 
is to say Lazica, the all-holy letter on this subject,” and it is set forth in 
his own hand, or rather [it was] written by God, with both the 
attached testimonies and syllogisms which speak of God. And we 
have it [sc. the letter] in our possession, together with the same device 
he used to write it, which was delivered by God, that is to say the said 
two holy twigs, and smmilarly both his other handwritten books and 
tomes from after the suffering, not to mention a great number of his 
works and his handwritten compositions from before the suffering as 
well, in that they are both treasures and relics [that are] truly sacred 
and holy as well. The sacred letter on this subject*® was handed over 
to us, the truly lowly Theodosius and Theodore, legitimate and gen- 
uine brothers, both humble and sinful monks, through Father 
Gregory, abbot of the monastery of St John the Baptist, of the region 
in Albania which 1s called Betararous, in the holy Church of the 
Resurrection of Christ our God,*’ in the month of August on the 
twentieth day of the eleventh indiction, which passed by us as 
we were returning from the region of Lazica, which I have often 
mentioned. We had gone there, even if we were very weak and both 
poor and unworthy, to visit them according to our custom, not only 
because of the burden of the service of the word which was imposed on us 
according to the written instruction, that is to say the order of the holy 
and chief apostolic pope of Rome, Martin, who has been mentioned, 
when we came to him personally in the same city of great name, and 
an assurance in his own hand concerning the truly orthodox teach- 
ings ratified by the synod, which we were the first to transmit; but also 
because in our presence he had given us a command (to visit] them 
on their account, after they were found guilty [and] suffered in 
Byzantium in the prison of the praetorian prefect, which 1s called 
Diomedes. From the prison we also escorted them to their third place 
of exile in Lazica, which I have mentioned at various times. We were 
considered worthy to minister to them in their remaining exiles and 
places of detention, in their toils and troubles and considerable crises, 
to the best of our ability—because their prayers were received by 
God, God helped [us], snatching us on many occasions from the 
wicked hands of violent people and from dangerous seas and various 
trials—from the modest gift which we had from our parents, as it 
were in the Lord, or to speak more truly, from a gift from God and 
not from. strangers. Moreover, [we were considered worthy] to 
minister also to the rest of their fellow-contenders and fellow-martyrs, 
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and to witness the stigmata and the sufferings [which they endured] 
through Christ our true God; furthermore, to hear for ourselves their 
teaching, which was full of divine wisdom and saving during their 
period of testing; and to benefit from their prayers, which trust in 
God and are truly acceptable; and to receive from them, from their 
own hands, some of their clothes that had been torn during their 
suffering, together with bandages which, after the amputation, had 
been wrapped around their holy hands for medical purposes, which 
were both sanctified and reddened by their precious blood. We have 
resolved to commemorate jointly both Maximus and Anastasius, not 
in an ill-considered way, in my opinion, but because they have 
become one and the same in the struggle for the truly holy and ortho- 
dox faith and zn the bond of both peace and divine love. The remainder of 
the infinite number of those who both publicly and privately bore 
witness in the said intolerable and unendurable persecution, through 
various beatings and afflictions, and punishments inflicted on them 
both by skilful devising and cunning in one way or another, as if not 
on behalf of the faith at all, but on other pretexts, because simpler- 
minded people are easy to deceive, we have left to God, who knows 
secret things, and to the more diligent. God alone knows accurately the 
people and the reason for which they suffer. On behalf ofall these, we 
ask and entreat all of you who read in truth matters which are really 
of the truth—as if we were present and prostrate, both bending the 
knee of our heart with our bodily knees with heart-felt tears, and 
prostrating ourselves before the feet of all of you.* 


S11. farst [we ask and entreat] that there be a comprehensive pardon 
for our worthlessness and our lack of knowledge for the confirmation 
and assurance of those who are truly faithful and faithfully receive 
matters of this kind, and that in the course of time oblivion may not 
veil the nature and magnitude of the sacred struggles, because they 
are understood accurately by a very rare few. Because, as was said, by 
the will of God we became privy to most of these events with our own 
eyes, and we distrusted the danger which comes from idleness, for no 
other reason of any kind—II say] by the Lord—have we dared to 
record these events in writing. We were unable to attain to [writing] 
the life and praise of such numerous strenuous struggles on behalf of 
orthodoxy by those truly admirable and great men, holy in the Lord, 
on account of the boorishness of our upbringing, and both our lack of 
education and of knowledge, as a result of which, more than everyone 
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[else], we are unable to express ourselves. For those who wish to read 
with a love of truth and of industry we think that, instead of both 
great lives and praises, their very many works and writings, [which 
are] godly and truly insatiable against (impiety and on behalf of) 
piety, will suffice. Although we are truly in all respects both of modest 
ability and of no account, more than everyone [else], according to the 
means we have we have written these down both with every care and 
with accuracy, both in various books and in tomes, together with the 
accursed writings of their enemies as well. And we have given these 
out to the lovers of truth, for the glory and both unceasing praise and 
thanksgiving of the omnipotent God and him [who is] truly wonderful 
in his saints, both for the zeal and readiness of those who wish to strug- 
gle for piety, and the shame and imevitable censure of the enemies of 
the truth and of God himself, the acts of both hostility and oppression 
contained in the lies and judgements both stale and unformed which 
were adduced against them, and absolutely all their godly and 
truly pious strenuous struggles, which consisted in afflictions brought 
on them in various ways by those who were against them. I mean 
the newly mtroduced, heretical all-embracing innovation of the 
(Heraclian)-Cyro-Sergio-Pyrrho-Paulo-Petrines and the no-will-no- 
activists,*? or, to speak more truly, the new Epicureans,” that is to say, 
of the completely godless, as the very proof of the matters and the 
impious writings of the enemies demonstrate to those who know how 
to discern matters of this kind. Our purpose [sc. in giving these out] is 
that when those who come after us, who are studious and skilled in 
words, find these [writings] and seize the opportunity from them, 
they may render to God and the saints what is owed. For ‘give an 
opportunity to the wise and he will be wiser’, it says. 

_ Second, [we ask and entreat you to] appease God, who is supremely 
good by nature and generous, by both assiduous prayers and suppli- 
cations, with good works and tears, so that he may have compassion 
on our weaknesses and therefore put a stop to [the persecution] 
which still threatens, cunning and crafty, both completely devious 
and more serious than all preceding persecutions, both those of 
the pagans and those of the heretics; he knows that our dust is both 
feeble and unsteady, because of their deceitfulness, which is beyond 
measure and depraved. And let there be both an end to the sedition 
and a close to such a completely atrocious evil, by which their 
precious blood has been poured out, just as happened under the hate- 
ful and godless Arians with the [pouring out of the blood] of holy 
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Scholion. Explici1unt commemorationes de sanctis papa Martino 
et Maximo monacho, seu Anastasio itemque Anastasio discipulis 
elus, atque Euprepio et Theodoro germanis. 
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Peter, patriarch of Alexandria and martyr.*' It was on this account 
that our said holy Fathers too, [who are] also in truth the teachers 
of piety, especially our apostolic and chief pope of Rome, Martin, 
similarly gave himself up as a sacrifice on behalf of the faithful, both 
imitating in all respects and following in all respects Christ our God, 
who presides over the contest,” and Peter the chief of the apostles, 
whose successor he also became because he was (truly) worthy. May 
[God] grant both lasting peace and indissoluble unity to his holy 
churches everywhere, and not allow heresy of any kind to grow again 
in the future until the end of time, because of both the number of his 
mercies, and both the weakness and fickleness of our nature, which 
surpasses that of every generation. 

Third, [we ask and entreat] that we be kept unmoved forever, and 
all those who are pious in our truly holy and blameless Christian 
faith, which alone is catholic and apostolic; and that we may obtain 
both the forgiveness of sins and salvation, we who are truly smners, 
servants of all who are really orthodox and genuine worshippers of 
Christ the true God and our saviour, who really glorifies those who glorify 
him magnificently and in truth. To him belong all glory, honour, 
might, greatness, majesty in heaven and on earth, both adoration and 
thanksgiving in the feeling of the heart and in truth itself, with both 
fear and trembling and rejoicing, according to the saying of the 
prophet; moreover with a perfect faith, too, which exceeds all things, 
in as much as it 3s the chief and perfecter of all virtues and the sole 
guide to salvation. ‘Together with the Father, who is immortal and 
prone to pity, both compassionate and tender-hearted beyond nature, 
and the divine Spirit, who is all-holy and consubstantial, both life- 
giving and omnipotent, now and always and until the never-ending 
age of ages, amen. 


Scholion.** The commemorations give information about the saints 
Pope Martin, and Maximus the monk, and his disciples Anastasius 
and Anastasius, and the brothers Kuprepius and Theodore. 
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3 a 
maTpikiov, Kai Geoddotov Tov tadoKoTov GAA’ ovK eEioxoTOV, TMV 
\ o / X / @ r / r 6 / 
tov aytov Magiov Kat tpitov Geodoyov yAwooode’toTunTOV 
“a ~ / “A a 3 
Spacavrwy, Kat tow svow Avactaciow twyv avttot avobwv 
PoiTHnTa@Y TO avT@ kpipatt YndiodvTayv. 


§2. Ti yap, @ odtot, iva pixpa mpos vas dradéEwpae €€ avias 
kat addns ob THS Tuxovons, aceBes Ev Tots éyKpitois Kai 
Jeodroytxois Kat puoywoher€ow atrob ddypaci, Kal év Trois 7OtKois 
Kal yvwortikois Kai Yeompetéot vonpacw ée€nupate ws ypadrys 
aTomov, iva TtowatTy atavopwrw tiywpia Tov dikatov ws dvo- 
xpynotov azoKoisyte;* Sréppata tovypa,” auprAwbpib.a dtéAcorta, 
TTHVA vUKTOTIOPWA, YHS EVTEpA, KoLAiaL apyai, TpameloyiyayTes 


Witnesses: $C’ 
@ Cf. Is. 3: 10, Wis. 2: 12 
b Js. 1:4 


AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF 
CONSTANTINOPLE 
(CPG 7740) 


A work of invective in defence of our holy Father Maximus, written out of 
bitterness of heart by a monk. 


§1. Those who don’t understand the truth as they should will, 
I assume, embrace falsehood instead of the truth that has been told. 
For when a soul is unworthy of God’s illumination because of its own 
indifference, it is filled with ignorance and darkness, and perceives 
light as darkness and darkness as light. Just as an aimless archer 
shoots the arrow without aim and without skill, even though he has 
tensed the yielding bowstring for his purpose, so too when the soul 
shoots forth words and deeds, it puts them forward as crooked and 
oblique and disconnected, and in particular with regard to those who 
have been deemed worthy to receive a piece of heaven.' Indeed this 
is what befell the most irrational, most unintelligent, and most 
silly emperor,’ and the companions of Epiphanius—I should say 
Apophanius— the arsonist but not a patrician* and Theodosius the 
underseer but not the overseer,’ who cut off at the root the tongue of 
holy Maximus, the third theologian,° and those of the two Anastasii, 
his disciples from the beginning, [and] condemned them to the same 
punishment. 


§2. My purpose is to address a few words to you [people of Constan- 
tinople], out of a grief and a greater-than-usual distress. What impiety 
did you find in his approved theological and spiritual teachings, or in 
his moral, mystical, or exegetical ideas, that was foreign to Scripture, 
such that you cut off’ the just man with such an human punish- 
ment, as ifhe were a troublemaker? You seeds of wickedness, mcomplete 
abortions, birds that travel by night, intestines of the earth, idle 
bellies, giants of the table, and hunters of women. Look, take up his 
book Dzfficulttes, which every creature has admired and continues to 
admire, and it will be admired still.? Consider his two Centuries, in 
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4 af 3 4 1 om “ 3 / ¢ / 

Kal yuvatkoiépakes. Id0v pera xeipas trav Amdpwv 7 BiBdAos 
avtov, wv maca pias ebatuacev Kat Gavudler, Kai éTt Pavuaor- 
é ¢ é “ f ¢ f a 
wOyoerat. Ide at d00 mpds Tais Técoapow exaTovTddes, aS ov 

t \ > / toa > \ 1 a on > t 24? 
déyw tods dvatious buds, dAAa Kal Tots dyav éyKpitos ebdvyoav 
/ 4 ~ / / ~ / 4 1 ¢ 4 .' 

Tinta. O dé trav dndwv Kwdy€ oryy Tysdolw ta yap varEep THY 

= = f gy ¢ 

evovoay TH Pvoe. Svvapyww KabtoTraueva, vPpiw vimopéever Kat 

f 
ETOLVOUMLEVO. 


§3. H tuav adecrev tunbijvar de€id, ws apy Avoowoa, ws ayer 
¢ 4 / i \ / \ é ¢ ¢ / 
iva, uy Aéyw dia 76 Svodyov TwavTl pewodvopevyn, ws voddxos 
THs devtépas etdwdAodAatpias. E’xpiv tovs tua@v é€opvEat of0ad- 
pots, Ws mpoxeipotatov tov diaBddAov dpyavov, ws acedyeias 

/ ¢ / / / 7 ¢ n “ 
mpddpoxov, ws Avoowdous Aayveias didvevpa. Thy vua@yv KabijKev 
evdolev yAw@Trav Tepmetv, ws els ovpavov avayfeioav, KkaKeibev 
dmopipGeicav, ws tpépovoay mévov Kal KOTov, Kal ydovnv év 
Adpuyyt diwlotoav, Kai BAacdypiay eyxicowmoay, Kal dpya Kal 
TTwWYOKTOVA Stadoxovoay, Tov vaTov vuav éxpyv SiaoTapaxOyvat, 
Kal TO Aupod yéwov oTyOiviov, ws oyna Satdverv, ws opews 
EpTuoTypiov, ws dayidvwv oKpiwyTipiov, ws doeBeias yapTo- 
pvaAdKetov, 


a é é a 
§4. Toatra cov, émtddode BaBvawy, 7a avyjpara’ tHAKatrTa 
> a 4 f f v ¢ ¢ / ~ 
dvéo.. Kai KoopoPdpa OnAalers Eyyova. Aijaow ayios Kopas, 
7@ AVOpw tav 6ciwv dvaokiptas. ITdv aia dixatov adixkws 
éxévwoas, Kal ob KaTamTHOOEs; Tas GoTIs diKkaLos Tapa aod 
> f 4 > > ~ 3 é 1 3 ] é 
edrwmxOy, Kai ovx epvlpias; adAalovedy, Kal ovK emvywwoKeEis’ 
“ ~ ¢ : / / 
oxdleis, Kal xEelpovouy: Aoxds, Kat pyrdpeders’ opalers, Kat 
“ “ \ - / ~ 325 7 
diroocodeis’ yAwttoropeis, Kal kowewveis: deEtdv, Oeotd dAnberav 
o a“ ¢ é é 
héyw, éxtéuvers, kat Ta aywa tots ayiou dverratobytws Kxpatess. 
¢ ~ ~ 
Aaa oé pev Kai Tovs covs 7 TOU Meo’ adiddpaotos dixdon dixy: 
f ~ 
Tovs 6€ GuodoyyTas Kat ox EAaTTOV LapTUpas 7) atwrios XproToo 
brodeentat Baotreia’ Hs Kal yuets, El_Kal TOAUNpOY eElTeElV, éT- 


é ~ f “ / 3 f 
TUYOLLEV OLd TMV EVTPOGOEKTOV AUTWV TApAaKAYNCEwY aunV. 
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addition to the four [centuries],'° which shine forth as precious 
objects to those who are supremely authoritative—I don’t mean you 
because you are unworthy. Let the book of decrees be honoured 
by silence,'! for these writings, although they surpass the authority 
which is inherent in their nature, suffer outrage even while being 
commended.” 


§3. It’s your right hand that should have been cut off because it’s 
rabid when it touches, because, being totally defiled, it leads to 
(I can’t say it because it’s shameful), because it accommodates a 
second act of idolatry. It’s your eyes that should have been gouged 
out, because they are the most accessible tool of the devil, because 
they are the forerunner of licentiousness, because they are an incite- 
ment to rabid lechery. It would have been fitting for_your tongue to be 
cut off from the root, because it was raised to heaven and rejected 
from there,'t because it nourished toil and trouble, and forced 
pleasure through your throat, and gave birth to blasphemy, and 
brought forth words that are idle and murderous for the poor. It’s your 
back that should have been torn to pieces,’” and _your breast, full of 
anger, because it is the vehicle of demons, because it is the creeping 
place of the serpent, because it 1s the registry of demons, because it 1s 
the archive of impiety. 


§4. Such, O seven-hilled Babylon, are your boasts, Such are the 
unhallowed offspring that you suckle, which are gluttonous for the 
world. You preen yourself on the blood of saints, you skip for joy at 
the gore of holy people. You empty all the blood of the just in an 
unjust manner, and you don’t cower in fright? Every person who 1s 
just has been persecuted by you, and you don’t blush? You make false 
claims, and you don’t acknowledge it; you stumble, and you use your 
hands for support; you prepare traps, and you practise oratory; you 
slaughter, and you philosophize; you cut out tongues, and you share 
communion; you cut off the nght hand (I mean God’s truth) and you 
call out ‘Holy things for the holy’'® without perceiving what you’re doing. 
But God’s inevitable judgement will judge you and your companions, 
whereas Christ’s eternal kingdom will welcome the confessors, who 
are no less than martyrs. May we too—-if I may dare to say it!'—attain 
that kingdom through their prayers of intercession which are accept- 
able [to God], amen. 


NOTES 
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. Probably the domed hall in the imperial palace later called the Trullanum, 


where the Quinisext Council was held in 691/2 (Brandes, 180). 


. These were mandatores or subaltern officials employed for special missions. 


Imperial mandatores appear on seals from the seventh to the ninth centuries 


(ODB 1281). 


. Excubttores were the imperial guards, a select corps created by Leo I under the 


command of a comes excubitorum, later identified as the dopuéotixos Tav 


LExovBirwy, first recorded in 765 (ODB 646). 


. The sacellanus’ role had by this tume passed from the role of imperial 


treasurer to general controller of imperial affairs: see J. Darrouzés, Recherches 
sur les OP®IKIA de PEglise byzantine, Archwes de V’Onent chrétien 11 (Paris: 
Institut Francais d’Etudes Byzantines, 1970), 310. Brandes, 162, suggests that 
this official is to be identified with the sacedlarius Boukoleon, who conducted 
Pope Martin’s trial in 654; cf. Comm. §8. 


. On Peter, patrician and dux Numuidiae, see PLRE 3. 1013, no. 70. Before his 


death in 637, he again ascended to the exarchate (Brandes, 183 n. 268). 
John, as sacellarius of Peter, possibly had financial responsibilities as well as 
administrative ones: see Brandes, 184 n. 273, on this provincial office, as 
distinct from the mmperial finance-minister. 


6. i.e. Emperor Herachus (610-41). 


To. 


. This refers to events of 633 (if from a false accusation one may adduce evi- 


dence’: Sherwood, Date-Last, 40). 


. These letters do not survive, if they ever existed. However, there are two 


other extant letters of Maximus (4%. 12 and £p. 13) to Peter the Illustrious, 
who seems to be the same character as Peter the Patrician, mentioned in n. 5 
above. See Sherwood, Date-List, nos. 30 and 40. 


. Brandes, 185 n. 21, notes that the surname is perhaps related to the 


Mesopotamian city Mdyovéda on the Euphrates: see F. H. Weisbach in Theo- 
logische Realenzyklopddie 14 (1928), 519-20. 

This refers to events of 646 when Gregory, the exarch of Africa, rose in 
rebellion against the Emperor Constans II. Gregory was killed in the Arab 
incursions in the following year. In July 645, Gregory presided over the 
debate between Maximus and Pyrrhus in Carthage, in which Pyrrhus was 
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persuaded to abandon his monothelite position. Pope Theodore (642-9) 
received Pyrrhus’ written renunciation of his former error, and wrote on his 
behalf to the emperor. Two of the pope’s letters on the subject of Pyrrhus, 
one to Paul, his successor as patriarch of Constantinople, and the other to 
the bishops who consecrated Paul, survive in the Latin Collectanea translated 
by Anastasius Bibliothecarius, PL 129. 577-82; 581-4. 

Originally a military office, the title of kandidatos on seals ‘is usually 
connected with subaltern offices both in the army and the civil service.’ (ODB 
1100). A. H. M. Jones, The Later Roman Empire 284-602: A Social, Economic and 
Administrative Survey 1 (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1964; repr. 1973), 613 describes 
the original forty white-robed kandidati as the emperor’s personal bodyguard. 
John the kandidatos does not figure in the entries up to the year 641 covered 
by PLRE 3. 


. This can also mean ‘brother-in-law’. 
. Theodore Chila is only mentioned here. Brandes, 192 n. 316, notes that Plato - 


was exarch of Ravenna (645-9?), and his presence in Constantinople is 
recorded in 649 (according to Duchesne, LP 1. 337, |. 11) and 653, during the 
trial of Pope Martin (Commemoration of Pope Martin (BAL 5592-4), in PL 129. 
59881-2). Plato occasionally functioned as the Emperor Constans II’s con- 
sultant on Italian affairs. 


. purrio and Aaipia are hapaxlegomena and are not found in the lexica, although 


alternative readings Buia and AatBia are cited from this text in Lampe, 
306 and 790. Anastasius Bibliothecarius’ Latin translation (muitens et sub- 
sannationes) is little help in determining the sense. 


. The secular exarch was the head of the exarchates created at the end of 


the sixth century in Carthage and Ravenna. However, it seems that the 
term exarch here means the ecclesiastical exarch, the chief bishop of a civil 
diocese. This title was given to both metropolitans and patriarchs exercising 
authority over a wide area (ODB 767) and probably refers to the patriarch of 
Constantinople in this instance, although it has been suggested that the title 
was abandoned by the sixth century in favour of ‘patriarch’ (ibid.). 


16.~-The primicerius was the head of a government department (Lampe, 1131). By 


20. 


the end of the seventh century the primicerius notariorum was the head of the 
notaries and the chancellery (Darrouzés, Recherches, 355f.). No record of 
the letter mentioned here survives. See ODB 1719 f. on the various types of 
primicerius. 

On Gregory’s office as secretary (asekretis), see §8. Brandes, 194 n. 329, makes 
the plausible suggestion that he brought the Typos with him on his visit to 
Rome. 


. 1, the patriarch. 
. The Typos of Emperor Constans Il (CPG 7621), ACO ser. 2, 1. 208. 1-210. 15, 


was written in 647/8 under the direction of Patriarch Paul II and enjoined 
silence on the issue of the number of wills and activities in Christ. 
Lit. ‘Don’t throw me into the woods.’ 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 
26. 


27, 


28. 


29. 


30. 


NOTES 


Cf. Exposition of the Faith of the 150 Fathers at Constantinople, ACO 2. 1. 2, p. 128 
lines 2-3. 

Letter of Arius and Euzoius to Emperor Constantine in Socrates, HE 1. 26. 2, ed. 
G. GC, Hansen, GCS 1 (1995), 74. 3-5; and Sozomen, HE 2. 27. 6, ed. J. Bidez 
and G. C. Hansen, GCS 4 (1995), 89. g-11; and cf. Socrates, HE 2. 30. 9, ed. 
Hansen, 142. 11-12. 

Sozomen, HE'3. 19, ed. Bidez and Hansen, 133; cf. Socrates HE 2. 37. 23, ed. 
Hansen, 155. 37, where the emperor in question is Constantius rather than 
his father Constantine the Great. 

Brightman, Liturgies Eastern and Western, 538 n. 17, cites this text as evidence of 
7th-cent. use of this formula in the Byzantine liturgy. 

See Lampe, 1534, 8.v. xpiw gb.vui, for this practice. 

i.e. foreshadowing or symbol. 

Brightman, Laturgies Eastern and Western, 538 n. 13, refers to this mention of the 
reading of the Byzantine diptychs during the offertory; R. F. Taft, SJ, 
A History of the Liturgy of John Chrysostom 4: The Diptychs, Orentaka Christiana 
Analecta 238 (Rome: Pontificium Institutum Orientalium Studiorum, 1991), 
104. and 177-8. 

On the role of Menas, described elsewhere in these documents as ‘monk’ or 
‘Father’, Brandes, 181, remarks that as a cleric he could hardly have been a 
member of the senate, but he was present during the trial of 655, and spoke 
briefly against Maximus and his disciple Anastasius (see §10). His theological 
objections to Maximus were raised outside the actual trial. He seems to have 
been a consultant to the senate on theological matters. See also Dispute §15 
for his role in informing those in the palace about the terms of an agreement 
offered by John the Consiliarius to Maximus. 

This was an insult often hurled in monastic circles. Maximus j in fact wrote 
against the Origenists who followed Evagrian teachings on prayer and 
ascetic theology, but, as Louth remarks in Maximus, 38, ‘He was a critic with 
great sympathy for what he criticized’, and often used Origenist language 
and concepts in his rejection of their intellectualism (bid. 66-8). His correc- 
tions to Origenism can be found in the Centuries on Theology and the Incarnate 
Dispensation of the Son of God (CPG 7694) in PG go, 1084-1173; Ambigua (CPG 
7705), in PG gi. 1032-1417, and the study of P. Sherwood, The Earlier Ambigua 
of Saint Maximus the Confessor and His Refutation of Origenism, Studia Anselmiana 36 
(Rome: Herder, 1955); for discussion of his views on Origenist eschatology, 
see B. Daley, ‘Apokatastasis and “Honorable Silence” in the Eschatology of 
Maximus the Confessor’, in Heinzer~Schénborn, Maximus Confessor, 309-39; 
and more generally, J. M. Garrigues, ‘La personne composée du Christ 
d’aprés saint Maxime le Confesseur’, Revue Thomiste 74 (1974), 181-204, esp. 
181-4. 

The name ‘Eucratas’ is indicative of a strong attachment to the Council of 
Chalcedon, and was also used of John Moschus and Sophronius of 
Jerusalem. See H. Chadwick, ‘John Moschus and his friend Sophronius the 


32. 
33- 


39- 


40. 


4l. 


42. 


43- 
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Sophist’, Journal of Theological Studies, xs 25 (1974), 59 and n. 1. 


. This office had obviously exceeded its previous limit of imperial steward. 


Sergius is the earliest-known holder of this office, which was reserved for 
eunuchs: Brandes, 201 n. 386. 

The Greek word @povos has been translated here and elsewhere as ‘see’. 

Le. Satisfactta or Assurance (CPG 7613), ACO ser. 2, 2/2. 594. 17-600. 20. The 
Nine Chapiers declared the basis for the Alexandrian Pact of Union in June 633, 
a monoenergist compromise which provided the basis for reconciliation 
between the imperial church, represented by Patriarch Cyrus, and the 
Theodosian party. 


. The Ekthests of Sergius (CPG 7607), ACO ser. 2, 1. 156. 20-162. 13, issued in 


638. 


. Le. in 647/8. See Winkelmann, no. 106. On the Typos, see n. 19 above. 

. Cf. Encyclical Letter of Pope Martin (CPL 1733), ACO ser. 2, 1. 416. 2-3. 

. Le. the Lateran synod of 649. , 

. The apocrisiaries (i.e. representatives of the pope in Constantinople) of 


Eugenius I, who had been elected bishop of Rome in August 654, although 
his predecessor Martin I had not yet been deposed from office. 

These papal emissaries did not have vicarious powers, serving merely as 
messengers between the pope and the imperial court. 

Cf. Gregory of Nyssa, Tractatus ad Zenodorum (fragment) 4-10, ed. F. Diekamp, 
Analecia Patnstica, Onentalia Christiana Analecta 117 (Rome: Pontificium Institu- 
tum Orientalium Studiorum, 1938), 14~15; Anastasius of Sinai, Capita adversus 
Monotheletas, 7. 3. 7-13, ed. K.-H. Uthemann, Anastasii Sinaitae sermones duo in 
constitutionem homims ... CCSG 12 (Turnhout and Leuven: Brepols, 1985), 120; 
Maximus the Confessor, Opusculum 27, PG 91. 28145~-15; and cf. Ep. Max. n. 5. 
Ps.-Dionysius the Areopagite, De divinis nominibus, 4. 25, ed. B. R. Suchla, 
Corpus Dionysiacum 1, PTS 33 (Berlin: W. de Gruyter, 1990), 173. 3-5. 

In cases where edcefyjs and edo¢Beva mean respectively ‘pious’ and ‘piety’ in 
a narrow and technical sense, we have translated them as ‘orthodox’ and 
‘orthodoxy’. 

The asekretis of the court replaced the referendanti (or imperial secretaries, an 
office created by Julian and generally thought to have disappeared after 600: 
see ODB 1778), and ‘formed the upper echelon of imperial secretaries 
positioned higher than imperial notaries’ (ODB 204). The term first appears 
in the sixth century, and there 1s mention of an asekretis at the Third Council 
of Constantinople (680/1). See §4, on Maximus’ discussion with Gregory in 
Rome. 


. The location of this place (cf. Latin Bellas) has not yet been identified. It may 


possibly be the monastery of St Sabbas (if the Greek is more accurate than 
the Latin translation) in Rome, as Garrigues suggested in ‘Maxime’, 411 n. 9 
and 421. See the explanations of Sansterre, Les moines grecs et orientaux & Rome 
aux époques byzantine et carolingenne (Brussels: Académie Royale de Belgique, 
1980), 86 n. 195, and Brandes, 202 n. 392. 
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45. This is the only extant fragment of the purported Letter of Emperor Heraclius to 
Pope John IV, dated 640/1 (CPG 9382). See the bibliography on the alleged 
letter in Brandes, 203 n. 399. 

46. Heraclius was involved in fighting the Muslim invasions in the East during 
the mid 630s, when Damascus fell (635), followed by Jerusalem (638). 

47. Cf Letter of Pope John IV to Emperor Constantine IT (CPG [9383] = PL 80. 602-7 
and PL 129. 561-6), in a retroversion from Greek by Anastasius 
Bibliothecarius. The letter makes an apology for Pope Honorius and makes 
a protest against the Patriarch Pyrrhus. 

48. Or ‘on another Saturday’. 

49. 1.e. Peter, patriarch of Constantinople (654-66), and another unidentified 
patriarch, probably Macedonius, the monothelite patriarch of Antioch, who 
was in permanent residence in Constantinople from after 639 until after 662: 
Brandes, 182 n. 261, and van Dieten, Patriarchen, 108 and n. 8. 

50. On Menas see §5 and Dispute §15. Constantine is not mentioned else- 
where. 

51. On the Libellus of Anastasius the Disciple, see Dispute §12 and n. 49; cf. 
Winkelmann, no. 125. 

52. 1.e. the great Roman basilicae of John Lateran and Mary Major, respec- 
tively. 

53. Demosthenes, whom Brandes, 175 and 181 n. 251, has identified as in all 
likelihood the same avrrypagevs as had appeared in Martin’s trial, described 
in the record of that trial as vescriptor et collaborator sacellari (Commemoration of 
Pope Martin, PL 129. 597813-14.) 

54. Lit. ‘which the Roman empire does not extend a step beyond’. Perberis did 
not survive after the ninth century, and its location is not now known: see 
V. Tapkova-Zaimova, “Un évéché peu connu en Thrace orientale— 
ITépBepis’, Revue des études sud-est européennes g (Bucharest, 1971), 595—Q; repr. in 
ead., Byzance et les Balkans a partir du VI° siécle, Collected Studies Series 94. (London: 
Variorum Reprints, 1979), ch. 24. 
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1. The lesser-known Caesarea, south-west of Nicaea. 

2. The honorific title of consul (vraros) was granted to two men each year by 

the emperor. The consuls were responsible for the fulfilment of public duties 

such a presenting banquets, distribution of the consular diptychs (until 541), 

and organization of public games (ODB 525, s.v. “Consul’). 

i.e. the consuls Paul and Theodosius mentioned in §2. 

i.e. in 647/8. 

i.e. patriarch. 

. Sergius I (610-8), Pyrrhus (638-41), Paul II (641-53), Pyrrhus (second patri- 
archate in 654). See van Dieten, Patriarchen, 1-105. 
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20. 
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22. 


DISPUTE AT BIZYA 181 


. That is to say, the terminology appropriate for the Trinity, and for the saving 


work of Christ in his Incarnation. 


. Ps.-Basil of Caesarea, Adversus Eunomium 4. 1 (CPG 2837}, cf. ACO 1, 262, 


4; Apollinaris of Laodicea, Contra Diodorum ad Herachum (CPG 3656), ed. 
H. Lietzmann, Apollinaris von Laodicea und seine Schule (Liibmgen: J. C. B. 
Mohr, 1904), 235-6 (fragment 117) = Diekamp, Doctrina Patrum, c. 12, xXx. 77. 
12. 


. Cf. Record §7. 
. Ps.-Dionysius, On the Divine Names, 8.5, ed. B. R. Suchla, Corpus Dionystacum 1, 


PTS 33 (Berlin: W. de Gruyter, 1990), 203. 2-4. 


. Sc. will or activity. 


These endorsed the Ekthesis of Sergius, issued in 638. Only a fragment of 
Pyrrhus’ synodal decree survives (CPG 7615}, Mansi 10. 1001CII-1004B4, on 
which see Grumel, no. 294. 

Or ‘of those points’. 


. Le. the Lateran Synod convened by Pope Martin I in 649. 


In 335 (see M. Simonetti, EEC 855). 


. In 341 (see O. Pasquato, EEC 49). 
. In 359 (see M. Simonetti, FEC 767). 
. This council held in 360, confirmed the Council of Rimini (359) (see 


M. Simonetti, EEC 195). Eudoxius of Antioch had called a pro-Arian 
Council in Antioch in 357, which approved the formula of Sirmium (357). He - 
was Called in at the Council of Constantmople to replace the homoiousian 
patriarch of Constantinople, Macedonius. 

A council held in Thrace between 357 and 360. 

This council, held in 357, proscribed the terms ‘homoousios’ and 
‘homoiousios’ which had created such division m the church (see M. 
Simonetti, EEC'783). 

The so-called ‘Robber Synod’ of 449 (see M. Simonetti, FEC 275). 

Paul of Samosata, the monarchian bishop of Antioch, was condemned at 
a number of synods between 264 and 268 for heresy and immorality 


. (. Simonetti, EEC 663). Dionysius of Alexandria was imvited to the first 


23. 


24.. 
25. 
26. 


council, but declined on the grounds of ul health, and died soon afterwards, 
In 264 or 265 (P. Nautin, EEC 238). Gregory the Wonder-Worker took part 
in the first synod against Paul; when the last one was held, he may have 
already died (H. Crouzel, EEC 368). According to Eusebius, HE 7. 7, Pope 
Dionysius (259/60—267/8) never received the letter of the Synod of Antioch 
in 268 which condemned Paul (B. Studer, EEC 237). 

This was first stipulated by canon 5 at Nicaea in 325, but it was frequently 
repeated. See Tanner, g6* n. 1. 

This is the Lagos dogmatikos falsely attributed to Patriarch Menas (536-52). 
Commentary on Fohn 4. 2, ed. Pusey, vol. 1, 203. 4 (= Mansi 12. 525). 

Any exegesis of Timothy Aelurus (d. 477), one of the most vociferous and 
active proponents of the one-nature christology, would have been unaccept- 


182 


27. 
28. 


29. 
30. 


SI. 


32. 


33: 


34- 


35- 


NOTES 


able to Maximus arid those who opposed the doctrine of one activity in 
Christ. 

Here and in what follows it is a question of distinguishing between literal and 
allegorical exegesis. 

The source is unknown, but is possibly Cyril of Alexandria. 

1.e. the proceedings of the Lateran Council of 649. 

In 381 the First Council of Constantinople referred to the ‘gospel faith estab- 
lished by the 318 fathers at Nicaea’ (Tanner, 28*). The Council of Ephesus in 
431 endorsed this view (Tanner, 65*). More generally canon 1 of the Council 
of Chalcedon decreed that ‘the canons hitherto issued by the saintly fathers 
at each and every synod should remain in force’ (Tanner, 87*). 

On the reading of the diptychs after the offering at the eucharistic table see 
Brightman, Liturgies Eastern and Western, 538 n. 13. 

A technical term for an umperial dispatch or rescript; vapaxAnrixny Carries 
the sense of ‘supplicatory’ when used in this phrase, rather than the more 
usual ‘hortatory’. Cf. Lampe, 1018, s.v. wapaxAnrixés; and cf. n. 37 m 38. 
This resembles certain formulations of the Cappadocian Fathers, e.g. 
Gregory of Nyssa, Antirrheticus adversus Apollinarium, ed. F. Mueller, Gregori 
Nysseni Opera Dogmatica Minora 3/1 (Leiden: Brill, 1958), 207. 8-9. However, 
the best match we found was a passage from the Spllogisms of Anastasius the 
Apocrisiarius: PL 129. 677B3—4. 

Cf, Maximus’ writings on the Agony in the Garden, in Op. 7, PG gr. 
81c-84<, translated by Louth, Maximus, 187. 

While this is the majority reading in the Greek tradition, a single Greek 
manuscript (4) bears the right reading, which agrees with the Latin: ‘under- 
stands the union as being natural, but not dispositional.’ 


. This 1s a reference to Eutyches, the alleged founder of monophysitism, and 


his adherents. 


. Cf. n. 32 in §4 for another instance of this technical term. 
. R. Jann, La Géographie ecclésiastique de Vempire byzantin, Part I: Le Siége de 


Constantinople et le Patriarcat Oecuménique, vol. 3: Les Eglises et les monastéres, 
Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, 2nd edn. (Paris: Institut 
Francais d’Etudes Byzantines, 1969), 150f, identifies the monastery of 
St Theodore ‘which is situated near Rhegium’ with Procopius’ church 
of St Theodore in Rhesion, also called St Theodore of Bathys Rhyax by 
Anna Comnena. The church of St Theodore was located near Bakirkéy 
(ancient Macrikeuy) or closer, at the aghiasma of St Paraskevi, called 
Cobanagiasmasi. Janin rejected the reading of ‘Rhegium’, which was 


-located more than twenty kilometres from the capital, and could not, he 


39- 


claimed, be reached in a day as described here, nor would the inhabitants of 
Constantinople have travelled so far for their procession on a Sunday. See 
ODB 1788. 

These two officials of high rank played an important role in Maximus’ first 
trial, as indicated in Record §2 and passim. 


40. 


At. 
42. 


43- 


45: 


49. 
50. 


51. 


52. 
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The vestibule at the main entrance of the Great Palace of Constantinople 
(ODB 405 f.) 

Sc. in Constantinople. 

i.e. the Labellus of Anastasius the Disciple; cf. Record §10. It contains a con- 
demnation of the Zypos of 648, and was adduced at the Lateran Synod. The 
subscriptions to a document adduced in the Aets of the Lateran Synod in ACO 
ser. 2, 1.57, include the names of Maximus and two Anastasii. This Labellus is 
presented to the synod by John, priest of St Sabbas, Theodore, a priest of the 
holy Lavra in Africa, Thalassius, a priest of the Armenian monastery in 
Rome called Renati, and George, a priest of the monastery of Cilicia on the 
Aquae Salviae in Rome. See Winkelmann, no. 125, for a brief entry on the 
Labellus of Anastasius. 

1.€. 13 Sept. 656. 

On Mesembria, see P. Soustal, Tabula Impern Byzantini 6: Thrakien, Osterreich- 
ische Akademie der Wissenschafien 221 (Vienna: Akademie Verlag, 1991), 355-9. 
The whereabouts of Perberis is no longer known; cf. Record §13 and n. 54. 
Constans II’s grandmother was actually Eudocia, the first wife of Heraclius, 
but here the reference may be to Martina, who was treated as the mother of 
the younger Heraclius, known as Constantine (son of Eudocia), as well as of 
her own son Heraclonas. Both the younger Heraclius and Heraclonas were 
emperors for a brief time in 641. Constans JI succeeded his father 
Constantine in September 641. 


. Le. Eugenius and his supporters in Rome. 
. On Selymbria (SaAapfpias in the text), mod. Silivri in Turkey, see ODB 


1867f. 


. This bears the gloss: ‘He means Theodore who took the place of the comes of 


the colony (or “of Colonia”), that is to say the emperor’s brother.’ Heraclius’ 
brother Theodore, a military commander, died on 20 Aug. 636. It is unclear 
whether the scholiast refers to an unspecified colony (Latin colonia) or the 
Greek proper name ‘Koloneia’, the name of both a town on the river Lykos 
in interior Pontus, and subsequently (by 863) a military district commanded 


. by a strategos: see ODB 1135. 


A small military detachment, sometimes of ethnic composition (ODB 250). 
The keepers of the colours or bearers of ensigns were members of the staff of 
the excubitores, or select imperial body-guard (ODB 647). 

On the term domesttkes, which designated a range of ecclesiastical, civil, and 
military officials, see ODB 646. 

The scholion reads: “This person is a symponos or scholastikos. Holy Martin the 
pope anathematized him from Cherson in the letter to the holy Maximus.’ 
This scholion confirms that the role of the consi#arius in the imperial adminis- 
tration may be identified with that of a symponos, a lawyer or barrister 
attached to the urban prefect; cf. J. F. Haldon, Byzantium in the Seventh Century: 
the Transformation of a Culture (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
1990), 272 n. 62: “The later symponos attached to the urban prefect appears to 
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be descended from the late Roman assessor... But this is no guarantee that 
assessors were still attached to provincial governors. The conszharius (assessor) 
who was purportedly involved in negotiations between Maximus Confessor 
and imperial officials in 656 may have been such an official; but the context 
offers no certainty for such an identification.’ 

Sc. Troilus. 

Sc. Maximus. 

The scholiast’s gloss reads: ‘This is the one who by race and inclination (was) 
Egyptian, and (was) truly an enemy of the truth.’ Brandes, 181 and n. 256, 
signals the identification of the monk Menas with the Menas in the Record (95 
and §10), and suggests in n. 257 that perhaps he was from the circle of Gyrus 
of Alexandria. 

The following doxology appears in two manuscripts (O and A) and ina 
slightly longer form in the Latin translation: ‘Again the holy man said, lifting 
his hands to the sky: “Glory to you, only-begotten Son of God and Word of 
the Father, who always strengthens in word and deed, and makes wise in the 
Holy Spirit, those who are persecuted and suffer on your account with you. 
Glory to you, holy Trinity, uncreated, sempiternal, without beginning, with- 
out end, unchangeable, immortal, incorruptible, consubstantial and super- 
substantial, and indivisible giver of life, giver of light, perfecter, our God, 
glory to you, glory to you, the hope and salvation of all those who worship 
you in orthodox faith.” ’ 

The text from this point until the end of the document appears in small 
print, as this passage and The Third Sentence against them seem to be later addi- 
tions to the text, and do not appear in the Latin translation of Anastasius 
Bibliothecarius. In Brandes,156, and PMBZ 176, it is pointed out that this 
third sentence shows remarkably little knowledge of the earlier trials against 
Martin, and must stem from shortly after 662. See Brandes, 207 n. 426, for 
bibliographical sources on the Third Sentence. The Latin version in Mansi 11. 
7301~76a16 (= PG go. 17op2-171B10 and PL 12g. 656D10—659D4) is merely 
the editor’s translation. 

This word is glossed as ‘gleaming or black or dark’. 

The first sentence was passed after the trial of 655, as recorded in the Record 
§13; the second was passed at Rhegium (see Dispute §13); and the third at the 
trial in Constantinople in 662. 

The praetorium of the eparch of the city was in the Mese — the central avenue 
of the capital — between Constantine’s forum and the Mition (Brandes, 208 
n. 435). On the Mese, which commenced from the Milion, the initial mile- 
stone of the empire, located in front of Hagia Sophia, see ODB 1346f. 
Literally ‘beaten their backs with rods’. On the Byzantine system of corporal 
punishment and exile, see S. Troianos, ‘Die Strafen mm byzantinischen 
Recht’, Jahrbuch der Osterreichischen Byzantinistik 42 (1992), 55-74, esp. 66-70. 
H. Leclercq lists the fourteen sections of the city which were established in 
the fourth century and remained at least until the time of the Arab invasions. 
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The thirteenth section, the quarter of Galata (then Sycae), was on the oppo- 
site side of the Golden Horn, and the fourteenth was the quarter of 
Blachernai, a separate town with its own fortifications (DACZ 2/1 (1925), cols. 
1388-93, with a map on 1399). It is not surprising, therefore, that Maximus 
was only paraded through the twelve most central parts of the city. 


LETTER OF MAXIMUS 


I. 


ic. 18 April 658. Anastasius the Disciple was in exile in Perberis at this time, 
as was Maximus, in a different camp. 


2. This is Patriarch Peter of Constantinople (654-66). 
3. The Greek word 6yAéw means ‘to make known, to show’. It is clear from the 


no 


10, 


rest of the letter, however, that what the patriarch made known was con- 
veyed not by himself in writing, but orally by other persons invested with 
secular authority. Hence we have translated ‘sent me a message’, 

For the recent developments under the pontificate of Vitalian see the general 
introduction. While Vitalian showed himself compliant with imperial 
demands, the patriarchates of Antioch, Alexandria, and Jerusalem had 
ceased to exist in any real sense by this tume. The force of the emperor’s 
claim that all five churches have been united is thus more rhetorical than 
anything else. 

Cf. Record §7 and n. 40. 


. Le. the emperor. 


The word used here is zpa:xémrov, a transliteration of the Latin technical 
term. 


. There is a textual problem here. Perhaps @efw is not meant as the adjective 


meaning ‘divine’ but as an abbreviation for a proper name, e.g. Theodore 
(Qcodwpq), as the word order of the Greek suggests. 


. The following coda has been added by Anastasius or a compiler, and does 


not appear in the Greek; cf. Introduction, Letter of Maximus. 
Or ‘who’. 


LETTER TO THE MONKS OF CAGLIARI 


The Latin de cetero is probably, as elsewhere, a faulty translation of the Greek 
Nowmov. . 
Cf. Definition of the Faith of the Council of Chalcedon, ACO ser. 2, 1. 225. 
14-16. 

The scholiast explains: ‘Here “cause” stands for that which antecedes matter 
or for the origin of matter.’ 

Something has fallen out of the Latin here. 
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12. 
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. Lit. ‘this’, standing for ‘substance and power’. 
. This is a very confused passage: perhaps our text is corrupt, or Anastasius 


has not understood the original, or he was using a corrupted text. 
Lit. ‘is’; the objects ‘will’ and ‘activity’ are treated grammatically as a single 
entity. 


. e.g. Severus, Letter 3 to John the Abbot, in Diekamp, Doctrina Patrum, 309-10, p. 


xxiv. Severus is often the nominal opponent in Maximus’ arguments, as for 
example in Opus. 3. 


. Sc. Christ. 
. Ps.~Dionysius the Areopagite, Letier ¢ to Gaius, ed. A. M. Ritter, Corpus 


Dionystacum 2, PTS 36 (Berlin: W. de Gruyter, 1991), 161. g—10. 

Leo the Great, Tome to Flavian, ACO 2. 1. 1, p. 14 line 27, and cf. p. 14 line 
2Q—p. 15 line 1. 

Anastasius has not understood this passage well. It would seem to be a 
reference to the apocrisiaries sent forth from Constantinople with letters 
from the emperor or patriarch declaring the doctrine of one will to be the. 
orthodox position. 

The monothelites are also likened to Arians in the Record §4. This is a typical 
Maximian oversimplification of the opponents’ position, in order to reduce it 
to absurdity. The Arians were often accused of polytheism, a belief in God 
and the Son as two separate entities (Louth, Maximus, 196 n. 16). This seemed 
to Maximus to be also the logical conclusion of the Severan party’s denial of 
Pope Leo’s statement of two energies in Christ, based on the distinction 
between the acts of Christ as God, and acts of Christ as a man. The Severans 
would not speak of two energies, nor of one, because they believed that the 
will was inextricably linked with energy, and because they wanted to avoid 
on the one hand an Apollinarian confusion of the natures, and on the other a 
Eutychian fusion of them. They said, in accordance with Severus, that one 
will and every divine and human energy proceed from one and the same 
God incarnate (Maximus, Opus. 3, PG gi. 49c0-59A, trans. by Louth, 
Maximus, 195); and that there was no natural will in Christ the man (ibid. 49s, 
trans. by Louth, Maximus, 194). 


LETTER OF ANASTASIUS APOCRISIARIUS TO 
THEODOSIUS OF GANGRA 


I. 
2. 


3. 


This introductory paragraph only appears in the Latin text. 

Gregory Nazianzen, Adversus Ananos et in seipsum (= Oratio 33), 4, ll. 1~8 (CPG 
go10), ed. GC. Moreschini, SChr 318 (Paris: CERF, 1985), 162-4. This is 
a question in the original Greek of Gregory’s text, but not in the Latin 
version. 

i.e. Jerusalem. Garrigues, ‘Maxime’, 447 n. 76, comments on the connection 


23. 


24. 
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between Theodosius of Gangra and Theodore Spoudaeus and the associ- 
ation of Spoudae: in Jerusalem. 


. The Latin sermonts fastidium does not correspond to the Greek, which 1s 


corrupt. 


. Le. 8 Juneb62. 
. The fortress of Muri (Tsikhe-Muris) in Lechkhumi near Tsageri, Georgia 


(Kekelidze, 36), where there was a monastery of St Maximus in the 18th 
cent. (see Berthold, 31 n. 32). 

Scotoris (= Codori) was a fortress on the bank of the river of the same name, 
on the border between Abasgia and Apsilia (Kekelidze, 25-8). 


. A fortress m Mesimiana, a region of Alania in the north Caucasus 


(Kekelidze, 25~8). Devreesse, ‘La lettre’, 11 n. 6, notes that Bouchloon was 
mentioned by Agathias, Hist. 3. 15. 


. Lit. ‘fort’. 


Or ‘Suaniae’. 
Le. 22 or 24 July 662. 


. Le. 18 July 662. 
. Greek d&pxovros. 


Latin Mucurtsin; Mukuris or Mucoris, mentioned in sixth-century sources, 
was a part of Lazica between the rivers Rioni and Ckhenistsqali (Kekelidze, 


29 f.) 


. According to Kekelidze, 34, this is the fortress Takveri in the gorge of 


Lechkhumi. 

From here on to the end of the paragraph the translation is supplied on the 
basis of the Latin and the previous calculation of the date in Greek. 

See §4 n. 15. 


. Le. Saturday 13 Aug. 662. 
. There is a tradition among the people of the village of Alexandrovskaia, near 


Sukhumi, that they live in the region of ancient Phusta (Qaukhchishvili, 


Georgica 4. 54). 
There is a switch in subject here from ‘God? to ‘he’, 1.e. the chief. 


. Lit. ‘prayer...and groan’. . 
. Lit. ‘mile-posts’. The author of the Commemoration relates that Gregory the 


Patrician’s estate was at Zichachoris, and that Anastasius ended his days in 
the camp of Thousumes, situated above the villa Mochoes, in the border 
region of Apsilia. 

i.e, in Jerusalem. Garrigues, ‘Maxime’, 447 n. 76, seems to understand this 
sentence as referring to the brothers Theodore and Theodosius, who are 
also described elsewhere as ‘germane brothers’. However, syntactically this 
is impossible, although we must allow for the possibility of error in 
Anastasius’ translation. 

Probably Stephen of Dora, the Palestinian sent by Sophronius to Rome 
¢.638. His father was the cimiliarch or treasurer of the Church of the Holy 
Resurrection in Jerusalem. 
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25). 
26. 


27. 


28. 
29. 
30. 


31. 


32. 


33- 


34- 


Le. 1 Jan. 665. 

The Latin pro quo etiam causa est is not clear; the Greek text recommences at 
this point in the sentence. 

Ps.-Dionysius the Areopagite, De divinis nomimbus 4. 30, ed. B. R. Suchla, 
Corpus Dionysiacum 1, PTS 33 (Berlin: W. de Gruyter, 1990), 175. 11-12. 

A high-ranking dignitary (see ODB 1267). 

This is an anacoluthon in Greek. 

Ps.-Hippolytus, Testmonia, in Diekamp, Doctrina Patrum, 324, 1. 15. 

Lit. ‘lift from’. 

Gregory Nazianzen, Orato 40 (CPG 3010), ed. C. Moreschini, SChr 358 
(Paris: CERF, 1990), 304. 5-6. 

Brightman, Liturgies Eastern and Western, 538 n. 17, refers to this formula as 
used in the Record, cf. n. 24. 

i.e. 11 Oct. 666. 


COMMEMORATION 


This anacolouthon seems to indicate that we are dealing with a liturgical 
rubric referring not only to Maximus and Martin, but also to other saints 
whose deaths were commemorated on the same day. 


2. Sc. Anastasius Apocrisiarius. 
3. This prologue is preserved in the Latin; the following prologue (§§2—3) from 


co ~~! 


Il. 


12. 


the Greek is of a later date. 

This spelling is found in the text here and in the following paragraph, but 
obviously Constans I] (641-68) is meant. 

There 1s something wrong with the syntax here: the subject of the verb is 
missing. 

This refers to the trial of Maximus, Anastasius the Disciple and Anastasius 
the Monk in Constantinople in 662, at which they were condemned to exile. 
The amputation of the right hand and tongue of Maximus and the Apo- 
crisiarius is also described in the Therd Sentence at the end of the Dispute §17. 


. Lit. ‘to himself’. 
. The protosecretary was the head secretary of the praetorian prefect, or 


eparch of Constantinople. The eparch of the city was the supreme judge in 
Constantinople and its vicinity, and chief of police, with jurisdiction over 
prisons (ODB 705.) The praetorian prefect’s mmportance declined in the 
seventh century and the last one known by name, Alexander, dates to 626 
(ODB 1710). 


. Le. by means of the prosthesis. 


Lit. ‘of this kind’, 1.e. the letter of Anastasius to Theodosius of Gangra. 
Brightman, Liturgies Eastern and Western, 538 n. 17, refers to this formula as 
used in the Record, cf. n. 24. 

i.e, Sunday, 11 Oct. 666. 


13. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 
26. 
2"). 


28. 
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Modern Nesebir in Bulgaria. Anastasius had been transferred from 
Trebizond to Mesembria by the time of the dispute between Maximus and 
Theodosius of Caesarea Bithynia in August 656. 

i.e. from 647/8, the time of the publication of the Typos, until 666. 

i.e. imperial guards and civil bureaux (cf. Lampe, 1361). Brandes, 209 n. 444, 
suggests that he was perhaps the praefectus annonae, in charge of the grain 
supply for the city. 


. Abydos, the ancient town of Mysia, on the Hellespont, the site of the town 


north-east of Gannakale, Turkey, and a toll station unul late Byzantine times 
(Webster’s New Geographtcal.Dictionary (Springfield, Mass.: Merriam—Webster, 
1988), 4). 

A Greek colony in the Chersonese near modern Sebastopol (ODB 418). 

26 Oct. 655. 

Sc. Theodore and Euprepius. 


. This is the only attestation of this word in the lexica. Brandes, 158 n. 103, 


notes that it brings to mind the institution of a guard-regiment of the 
imperial Tagmata under Empress Irene, first mentioned in 791. See ODB 
2167, s.v. ‘Vigla’. 

Brandes, 161, suggests with reason that the naming of the sacellarius in this 
document alone is evidence of a corrupted and interpolated text. Boukoleon 
was perhaps a nickname for ‘Leon’. 

Gregory the eunuch is also spoken of as pragfectus eunuchus ex cubrcularits in the 
Commemoratho of Pope Martin (PL 129. 59608-59742). Brandes, 174 n. 203, 
believes that the title given here as ‘the Eunuch and eparch of the city truly 
called pitiable’ is certainly corrupt, as to have a eunuch in the office of 
eparch of the city is unthinkable. He suggests rather that Gregory was in 
charge of the imperial bedchamber (fraepositus sacri cubtcularit). 

A suggestion that Julian the Apostate (361-3) also begrudged saints the 
martyrdom they longed for. The author of the Parastaseis Syntomot Chronikai, 
ed. and trans. A. Cameron and J. Herrin (Leiden: Brill, 1984), ch. 42, 117, 
claimed that ‘Julian, hated of God, burned many Christians (in a furnace in 
the Hippodrome) on the pretext of their being criminals’ (our parenthesis). 
Martin spent 178 days in two prisons in Constantinople, according to the 
author of the Gesta papae Martini (PL 129. 5980): 93 days in the Prandiaria (PL 
129. 593A), and 85 days in the Diomedes prison (PL 120. 596a). His tribula- 
tion only lasted for three years if we count the years 653 to 655 inclusively. 
The Ecumenical Councils of 325, 381, 431, 451, and 553 respectively. 

The proceedings of the Lateran Synod of 649. 

Le. 16 September 655; cf. the author of the Greek Vita Martini (BHG 2259), 
ed. P. Peeters, AB 51 (1933), 261 (ch. 12), who dates Martin’s death to 13 April 
656. Peeters, ibid. 249, states that it is impossible to choose between the two 
dates. 

The Council of Chalcedon was held in the Church of St Euphemia, who was 
hence venerated as the protector of orthodoxy by the pro-Chalcedonians. 
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See A. M. Schneider, ‘Sankt Euphemia und das Konzil von Chalkedon’, in 
A. Grillmeier and H. Bacht (eds.), Das Konzil von Chalkedon. Geschichte und 
Gegenwart 1 (Wurzburg: Echter-Verlag, 1951), 291-2. 

The Vita Martini, 262-3, also mentions Martin’s burial in the church of St 
Maria of Blachernai, named after the Blachernai church in Constantinople. 

Cf. Leiter of Anas. §5. 

The Greek form of this term («djns) was used in later times to refer to 
subaltern officers of the army (ODB 485); later, in the 8th and gth cents., the 
KouNS THS KOpTns was an official on the staff of a strategos, probably with 
judicial and police duties (ODB 1139). 

We understand this to mean that the area was largely uncharted and 
admitted of access only with difficulty, particularly in winter. 

The eleventh indiction of the previous cycle lasted from September 652 to 
August 653. It was indeed ten years later that Maximus and his disciple 
Anastasius died (662), but we have no other evidence that they were in exile 
from 652 to 653. 

This is a plural verb, of which the subjects are Maximus and Anastasius his 
disciple. 

Lit. ‘of this kind’. 

Lit. ‘of this kind’. 

This is the region north-east of Armenia and east of Iberia: see ODB 52, s.v. 
‘Albania’. Betararous is m the vicinity of the Caspian Sea: see Brandes, 157 n. 
100, and PMBZ 177 n. 50. 

For the sake of clarity we have introduced three paragraphs in the trans- 
lation, each covering one of the author’s points (marked in italics: ‘First . . . 
Second... Third. ..’). 

These two strings of names have been invented to describe those of the 
monothelite party, the first being followers of the patriarchs Cyrus, Sergius, 
Pyrrhus, Paul, and Peter, the second group being those who forbade the 
mention of will or operation with respect to Christ. 

The Epicureans were much maligned by Christians, as they did not 
believe in a providential God or in the immortality of humankind. They 
were the quintessential atheists, ‘the completely godless’, as our author 
puts it. 

Peter IT of Alexandria was nominated by Athanasius as his successor as 
bishop of Alexandria in 373, but his throne was usurped by an Arian candi- 
date, at the command of the Emperor Valens. Peter found refuge with Pope 
Damasus in Rome, and returned to Alexandria ¢.379. He died before the 
Council of Constantinople opened in 381 (M. Simonetti, EEC 678.) There 
seems to be some confusion in the author’s mind between this Peter, and 
Peter I, patriarch of Alexandria m the early fourth century, who was 
martyred in 311 (M. Simonetti, EEC 677). Peter I was not a patriarch or a 
martyr, as he is described in our text, but Peter I was not persecuted by 
Arians either. 


AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF CONSTANTINOPLE I9I 


42. As commonly in patristic literature, the spiritual contest is envisaged here, 


presided over, and judged, by God the Father or Christ. 


43. ‘This scholion is only found in the Latin text. 


AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF CONSTANTINOPLE 


. Lit. ‘a drop of heaven’. 
. Le. Gonstans I (641-68). 


3. The patrician who was present at the second phase of Maximus’ dispute with 


co “I 


IO. 


IT. 


12. 


13. 


Theodosius at Rhegium: the alternative name is a pun on the meaning of 
- - € ' . 3 a enna 
Epiphanius: ‘shining forth’. 


. Another pun on words of similar sound. 
. Theodosius, bishop of Caesarea Bithynia, engaged in a dispute with Maximus 


in Bizya in 656, recorded in the Dispute above. Here there is another play on 
words to describe his failure in his episcopal duty. 


. This may be meant to indicate that Maximus followed on in the theological 


tradition of the apostle John and Gregory Nazianzen, who both bore this title, 
or it may simply be a reference to Maximus as one of a group of three staunch 
opponents of monothelitism, the other two being his disciples Anastasius the 
monk and Anastasius the Apocrisiarius. 


. The word can also mean ‘excommunicated’. 
. These last two unusual expressions are found in Palladius, Palladi Dialogus de 


Vita Johanms Chrysostom, ed. P. R. Goleman-Norton (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1928), 77, lines 29~30. 


. This is the Ambigua, a commentary on difficult passages of the Fathers, 


especially of Gregory Nazianzen and ps.-Dionysius the Areopagite (PG 91. 
1032-1417). Its popularity may be measured by the fact that it was translated 
into Latin by John Scotus Eriugena in oth-cent. Francia. 

Le. the two Centuries on Theology and the Incarnate Dispensation of the Son of God 
(CPG 7694), and the four Centuries on Love (CPG 7699). 

Presumably the proceedings of the Lateran Council (on which see the follow- 
ing note) are meant. 

The after-effects of the Lateran Synod of 649 were wide-reaching in their 
political and ecclesiastical implications. As a direct result of Pope Martin’s 
condemnation of imperial policy, and his refusal to seek umperial approval 
for his election, he was arrested in Rome and brought to trial in Constan- 
tinople, from where he was sent into exile in the Chersonese. This brought 
the criticism of the western church down still more strongly upon the 
emperor and his patriarchs, who continued their refusal to reopen the debate. 
This may be an allusion to Constans I as the successor of his grandfather 
Heraclius, who was first responsible, together with Patriarch Sergius, for the 
promulgation of the monothelite doctrine. 


1Q2 NOTES 


14. Perhaps a metaphorical sense is intended, and the tongue stands for the 
prayers and praise which the ‘heretics’ offered to God. 

15. Cf. the final paragraph of the Dispute §17, where the Third Sentence is passed on 
Maximus and his two disciples: after the two Anastasii have been flogged, 
Maximus and Anastasius the Apocrisiarius are to have their right hands and 
tongues amputated. 

16. See Brightman, Liturgies Eastern and Western, 534 n. 24, on the use of this 
formula in the Byzantine liturgy before the seventh century; cf. Record n. 24. 

17. Gregory Nazianzen, Oratio 40 (CPG 3010), ed. C, Moreschini, SChr 358 (Paris: 
CERF, 1990), 304. 5~6; see also Ep. Anas. 147 n. 32. 
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Macrikeuy 182 n. 38 

Mesembria 24, 36, 37, 85, 99, 115, 155 
Mesimiana 195, 139 

Mesopotamia 11 

Milan 6 

Mochoes 155, 187 n. 22 

Mucourisis 137 


Napies 35 
Nesebar 189 n. 13 
Nicaea 180 n. 1 
Nineveh 7 
Numidia 49 


Palestine 13 n. 43 

Pentapolis 49 

Perberis 21, 24, 35-8, 73, 85, 115, 117, 
151, 163, 185 n. 1 


Persia 5 
Phusta 25, 139 
Pontus, Sea of 155 


Reggio di Calabria 31 

Rhegium 24, 28, 36, 107, 117, 
184 n. 59, 191 n. 3 

Rioni, river 187 n. 14 

Rome 1, 4, 6, 8, 13, 18, 19, 21, 23, 24, 
25) 26, 28, 30, 32, 33, 40, 51; 53> 
55, 61, 63, 65, 89, 123, 129, 143, 
151, 157, 159, 190 N. 41, 191 n. 12 


Selymbria (Salambria) 24, 36, 115 
Schemaris 25, 135, 139, 141, 163 
Scotoris (Codori) 135 

Sebastopol 189 n. 17 

Sicily 6, 8, 31, 42, 151 

Silivri 183 n. 47; see also Selymbria 
Souania 25, 135, 137 

Sukhumi 187 n. 19 

Sycae 185 n. 62 

Syria 5, 8, 11 

Syria-Palestine 19 n. 43 


Thacyria 25, 137, 139 
Thessalonica 6 

Thousoumes 25, 155, 187 n. 22 
Thrace 73, 151, 163 
Trebizond 18, 155 

Tripolis 49 

Tsikhe-Muris 187.n. 6 
Tsageri 187 n. 6 


Zichachoris 155, 187 n. 22 
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Aaron (OT figure) 59 
Abasgians 130, 155 
Abundantius, bishop of 
Paterno/Tempsa 2g n. 113 
Acaclus, patriarch of Gonstantinople 
4 
Acacian schism 4. 
Ado, relative of Anastasius 
Bibhothecarius 34 n. 133 
Africans 69 
church of 5 
Agathias, historian 187 n. 8 
Agatho, pope of Rome 29 
aghasma of St Paraskevi 182 n. 38 
Agony in the Garden of Gethsemane 
15, 18, 182 n. 34. 
Alani 135, 155 
Alexander, praetorian prefect 188 n.8 
Alexandria, church of 10, 24, 121 
Ambrose of Milan 20 
anaphora 59, 99 
Anastasius the Apocrisiarius passim 
Anastasius Bibliothecartus: 
career 32~4 
translations of 2,13 Nn. 44, 31, 37, 42, 
177 n. 14, 180 n. 47, 186 n. 6, 186 
n. 12, 187 Nn. 23 
Anastasius the disciple/monk passim 
Libellus 180 n. 51, 183 n. 42 
Anastasius IT, emperor 30 
Antichrist 87 
Antioch, church of 4, 12% 
apocrisiarius 15 n. 52, 18, 33 n. 126, 63, 
186 n. 12; see also Anastasius the 
Apocrisiarius 


Apollinaris of Laodicea 28 n. 108, 91, 
113 

Arabs 1, 6,7, 13 n. 43, 17 n. 65, 22, 33, 
176 n. 10, 184. n. 62; see also 
Muslims 

Arcadius, archbishop of Cyprus 9, 13 

Aristotle 15 

Arius 91, 113 

Anians 42, 57, 89, 131, 133, 169, 190 

n. 41 

Armenia, church of 11 

army 6, 8, 49, 115, 190 n. 31 

Arsenius, bishop of Orte 33, 34 

asekretis 177.17, 179N. 43 

assessor 184. n. 52 

Athanasius, Jacobite patriarch of 
Antioch 9 

Athanasius, patriarch of Alexandria 
15, 28 n. 108, 91, 190 n. 41 

Augustine of Hippo 20 

Avars 6 

Avar-Slavs 1, 6,7 


Basil l, emperor 34 

Belisarius, general 5 

Benedict IIE, pope of Rome 33 

Bertarius, abbot of Montecassino 35 

bodyguard 119; see also domestikes 

Boukoleon, sacellarius 159, 176n. 4 

Byzantine empire 1, 3, 7, 8, 49; see also 
Roman empire 

Byzantines 63, 67; see also Greeks 


Chaldedonians 4, 8 
Chalke 109 
Chosroes I, king of Persia 6, 7 
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churches: 
Blachernai (Constantinople) 
1g0 n. 29 
St Euphemia (Chalcedon) 
189-go n. 28 
Great Church of Constantinople 
(Hagia Sophia) 30, 42 n. 174, 
109, 151, 184 n. 60 
the Holy Resurrection/Anastasis 
(Jerusalem/Constantinople?) 26, 
40, 42, I41 
the Holy Resurrection (Betararous, 
Albania) 165 
S. Marcello 33 
St Maria Blachernai 26, 161, 163 
S. Maria in Trastevere 33-4 
of the Mother of God (St Mary 
Major) 71 
of the Saviour (St.John Lateran) 71 
St Theodore in Rhesion (alias St 
Theodore of Bathys Rhyax) 
182 n. 38 
cimiliarch 141 
comes 163, 183 n. 48 
comes excubtiorum 176 n. 3 
commissioners (mandatores} 49 
communicatio uiomatum 16 
consiliarus 117 
Constans IT (Constantine, Constos 
Pogonatus), emperor 15, 18, 20, 
22, 24-6, 42, 51, 59, 149, 151, 159, 
177 N. 19, 183 n. 45, 191 n. 13 
Constantine, accuser of Maximus 69 
Constantine I, emperor 23, 57,59 
forum of 184 0. 60 
Constantine [II, emperor 14, 59, 
183 n. 45 
Constantine IV, emperor 29 
Constantine, son of Emperor Basil 34 
Constantine, subdeacon ofRome 29 
n. 113 
Constantine-Cyril 33 
Constantinople: 
church of 5, 24—6, 69, 83, 121, 157 
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people of 173 
see of 35, 55, 61, 65, 81 
consul 77 
Coptic church 8 
councils: 
local: 
Antioch (ap 268) 181 n. 22 
Antioch (sD 341) 89 
Constantinople (ap 360) 89 
Constantinople (ap 532) 10 
Constantinople (ap 861) 34.n.130 
Ephesus IT (ap 449) 4n. 3, 89 
Lateran (Ap 649) 1, 8, 11 n. 35, 
19-21, 26, 28-31, 40, 71, 89, 
143, 151, 179 n. 37, 181 n. 14, 
183 n. 42, 1g1 n. 11; Proceedings 
II N. 35, 18-20, 31, 97, 161, 
183 n. 42, 191 N. II 
Nicaea in Thrace (ap 357-360?) 
89 
Quinisext (ap 691/2) 176n.1 
Rimini (AD 359) 181 n. 18 
Rome (ap ¢. 679) 29 
Seleucia (AD 359) 89 
Sirmium (AD 357) 89 
Tyre (AD 335) 89 
Ecumenical: 
First, at Nicaea (AD 325) 57, 161, 
181 n. 23 
Second, at Constantinople 
(aD 381) 161, 182 n. 30, 
190 I. 41 
Third, at Ephesus (AD 431) 4n. 3, 
161, 182 n. 30 
Fourth, at Chalcedon (sp 451) 1, 
3-5, 8, 9, 12, OI, 125, 161, 
178 n. 30, 182 n. 30, 
189-90 n. 28 
Fifth, at Constantinople (Ap 553) 
4M. 3,5; 6, 161 
Sixth, at Constantinople (ap 
680/1) 3, 8, 9 n.23, 11 n.35, 16 


N. 55> 29; 39; 43 Nn. 179, 179 1. 43 
image of 30 
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councis, Ecumenical (cont.): 
Seventh, at Nicaea (ap 787) 
34 N. 134 
Eighth, at Constantinople 
(AD 869-70) 34 
creeds: 
of Chalcedon (AD 451) 6 
of Constantinople (AD 381) 55, 57 
of Nicaea (AD 325) 26 
Cross 101, 109, 115; see also True Cross 
Cyril of Alexandria 3-5, 11, 13, 16, 17, 
QI, 93, 182 n. 28 
Cyrilian Chalcedonianism 4, 10; 
see also Neo-Chalcedonianism 
Cyrilline formulae 3-5, 11, 27 
Cyril, brother of Methodius see 
Constantine-Cyril 
Cyrus (of Phasis), patriarch of 
Alexandria 3, 9-12, 20, 29, 81, 
179 N. 33, 184 N- 55, 190 n. 39 


Damasus, pope of Rome 190 n. 41 
Daniel (OT figure) 61 
Darius, Persian monarch 63 
David (Psalmist) 57, 93 
Demosthenes, stenographer 71 
Deusdedit, bishop of Cagliari 28, 
2g Nn. 10g, 40 
devil 81, 87, 139, 159; see also Satan 
Diomedes, prison of 165, 189 n. 24 
Dionysius the Areopagite, see Ps.- 
Dionysius the Areopagite 

Dionysius, bishop of Alexandria 89 
Dionysius, pope of Rome 89 
Dioscorus of Alexandria 89 
diptychs 71 

ecclesiastical 178 n. 27, 182 n. 31 

consular 180n. 2 
domestikos 183 n. 51 
Donus, pope of Rome 29 n. 110 
doxology 184.n. 56 
dyothelitism 1, 3, 20, 26, 41 


Eleuthertus, cousin of Anastasius 
Bibliothecarius 34 
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emissary 23 n. 99, 39, 129, 179 n. 39 
eparch 71 
eparch of the city 119, 157, 161, 

188 n. 8; see also praetorian 
prefect 

Epicureans 169 

Epiphanuus, patrician 53, 59, 107-15, 
173 

Ermengarde, daughter of Emperor 
Louis 1 34 

Eucratas 61 

Eudocia, empress 183 n. 45 

Eudoxius, patriarch of Antioch 89 

Eugenius, pope of Rome 23, 25, 35, 
179 n. 38, 183 n. 46 

Eunomians 16 n. 57 

eunuch 179 n. 31; see also Gregory the 
Eunuch 

Euphemia, St 161 

Euprepius, son of Plutinus a2, 18, 21, 
41, 157, 163, 171 

Eutyches of Alexandria 182 n. 36 

Evagrius of Pontus 178 n. 29 

exarch 53,59 

of Ravenna 14, 18, 151, 177nn.13 & 

15 . 

exchange of properties, see 
communicatio idiomatum 

excubitores 176 n. 3, 183 n. 50 


Felix III, pope of Rome 4n. 4 
finance minister 49, 51, 53, 59, 71; see 
also sacellanus 
florilegium: 
Greek (dyothelite) 20, 30 
monothelite 20, 29 
Roman 20, 29 
Franks 2 


Gabriel, angel 105 
general 115, 117, 145 
acting general 115 
see also sivategos 
George Arsas of Alexandria 8 
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George, priest of monastery of Cilicia 
183 n. 42 

George, priestofRome 29n. 113 

Goths 5 

Great palace see palace of 
Constantinople 

Greeks 7, 71; see also Byzantines 

Gregory, abbot in Betararous 26, 165 

Gregory the eunuch, eparch of 
Constantinople 159 

Gregory, exarch of Carthage 7, 17, 23, 
51 

Gregory Nazianzen 16, 18 n. 71, 133, 
186 n. 2, 191 nn. 6&9 

Gregory, the patrician in Lazica 25, 
145, 155, 187 n. 22 

Gregory, the secretary, son of 
Photinus 55, 65 

Gregory the Wonder-Worker 
(Thaumatourgos) 28 n.108, 89, 
g! 

Guarimpotus 35 n.136 


Hadrian II, pope ofRome 34 

hapaxlegomena 43, 44, 177 1. 14 

Henoticon 4.0. 4 

Heraclius, emperor 1, 3, 6-9, 14, 27, 
51, 149, 180 n. 46, 183 n. 45, 191 n. 
13 

Heraclius, son of Eudocia, see 
Constantine II 

Heraclonas, son of Martina 14, 183 n. 
45 

heterooustos 57 

Hilary of Poitiers 20 

Hippolytus, Bishop of Portus 
Romanus, see Ps.-Hippolytus 

Holy Sepulchre, shrine of 6 

homotousios 181 n. 20 

homooustos 57, 89 

Honorius, pope of Rome 13-15, 30, 
180 n. 47 


Ibas, bishop of Edessa 5, 11 
Ignatius 34 n. 130 
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Irene, empress 189 n. 20 
Italo-Greek 28, 31 


Jacob Baradaeus 5 

Jacobite church 5,8 
Jerusalem, church of 24, 121 
Jews 57, 93, 153 
Job (OT figure) 79, 149 
John the Almsgiver, patriarch of 

Alexandria 8 

John, apostle 191 n. 6 
John, bishop of Portua 29 n. 113 
John, bishop of Reggio 29 n. 113 
John Chila the ex-subaltern 53 
John, the cnniliarch 40,141 
John, the constharius 117, 178 n. 28 
John Chrysostom 28 n. 108, 41, 91 
John, deacon ofRome 2gn. 113 
John, the ex-sacellarius 49 
John Moschus 178 n. 30 
John IV, pope of Rome 1, 14, 67 
John VIII, pope ofRome 35 
John, priest of St Sabbas 183 n. 42 
John Scotus Ertugena 191 n.9 
John of Scythopolis 10 
Joseph (OT figure) 79 
Julian, emperor 161, 179 n. 43 
Julius, pope of Rome 28 n. 108, g1 
Justin, bishop of Cagliari 29 n. 109 
Justin I, emperor 4 . 
Justinian I, emperor 4-6, 12 n. 36, 161 


kandidatos 177 Nn. 1 
keepers ofthe colours 115 


Laon, Cathedral School of 32 

Lateran Synod, see councils, local — 
Lateran 

Lazicans 135, 155, 165 

Lebarnikios, patrician of Lazica 153 

legate 23, 29, 30; see also emissary 

Leo I, emperor 176 n. 3 

Leo I, pope of Rome 49, 10, 20, 186 n. 
13 

Leo IV, pope of Rome 33 
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Libellus (Lateran Acta) 19 

Liber Pontificalis 23 

liturgy, Byzantine 61, 178 nn. 24 & 27, 
‘192 n.16 

Lothar, emperor 33 

Louis II, emperor of Italy 2, 33-4. 


Macarius, patriarch of Antioch 29 
Macedonius, patriarch of 
Constantinople gi, 181 n. 18 
Macedonius, monothelite patriarch of 
Antioch 180 n. 49 
magistros 145, 155 
mandatores 176 n. 2 
Marcellus of Ancyra 15 n. 55 
Marinus, deacon of Cyprus 8 n.1 5s 15 
Martin I, pope of Rome 1, 2, 7, 14, 
18-23, 25, 30, 41, 42, 115, 117, 143, 
149, 151, 159, 161, 163, 165, 171, 
176 n. 4, 177 N. 13, 179 n. 38, 
IQI n. 12 
Martina, empress 14~15, 183 n. 45 
Mary 73, 141, 161; see also Mother of 
God 
Maurice, emperor 6 
Maximus the Confessor passin 
Melchisedek 57 
Menas the monk/Father 59, 69, 117 
Menas, patriarch of Constantinople 9g 
Mercurtus, master of the soldiers 
33 n. 126 
Mese 184n. 60 
Methodius, brother of Cyril 33 
Michael, angel 105 
Mid-Pentecost 37, 121 
Milion 184 n. 60 
Milvian Bridge 23 
Mistrianus, comes 163 
monastery: 
Armenian monastery (Rome), 
called Renati 183 n. 42 
of St Arsenius, Lazica 26 
of Chrysopolis 14, 
of Cilicia (Rome) 183 n. 42 
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of StJohn the Baptist, Albania 26, 
165 
of St Maximus, Tsageri 187 n. 6 
of St Sabbas, Rome 179 n. 44 
of St Theodore, Rhegium 107 
monenergism 1-3, 6-12, 17, 179 n. 33 
monks: 
Byzantine 19 
Cagliari 24, 38, 39 
Greek 19, 31, 39 
Latin 20 
Scythian 4 
Sicilian 28 
monophysitism In. 1, 4 n. 4, 12, 182 n. 
36; see also non-Chalcedonianism 
monothelitism 1, 2, 7, 8, 13, 14, 17, 
20-3, 25 n. 105, 26, 29, 39, 43, 
149, 151, 176-7 n. 10, 186 n. 13, 
190 N. 39, IGI n. 13 
Moses 155 
Mother of God 73, 101, 115, 117, 141, 
161; see also Theotokos 
Muhammad 7 
Murti, fortress 187 n. 6 
Muslims 7, 180 n. 46; see also Arabs 


Neo-Chalcedonianism 4; see also 
Cyrillian Chalcedonianism 
Nestorius 28 n. 108, g1, 101 
Nestorian church 5 
Nicetas 8 
Nicholas, bishop of Anagni 33 n. 126 
Nicholas I, pope of Rome 2, 33, 34 
Nikephoros, patriarch of 
Constantinople 7 n. 11 
non-Chalcedonian 1, 3-5, 8, 9 
non-Chalcedonianism 4 
see also monophysitism 
Normans 31 


officer of the guard 159 
Olympius, exarch of Ravenna ¥, 20, 
22 
Origen 23,59 
Origenism 5, 23, 61, 178 n. 29 
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Pact of Union 3, 10 n. 30, 11-12, 14, 20, 
179 N. 33 

palace of Constantinople 49, 69, 77, 
117, 183 n. 40 

palace guards 49; see also excubitores 

patrician 145, 173, 176 n. 4; see also 
Epiphanius; Gregory the 
patrician; Peter, general of 
Numidia; Plato the patrician; 
Troilus 

patricians elect 81 

Paul, apostle 93, 105 

Paul the Blind 9g 

Paul, consul of Constantinople 77, 
107, 180 n. 3 

Paul II, patriarch of Constantinople 
15, 18, 20, 29, 81, 8g, 101, 159, 
176~7 n. 10, 177 N. 19, 190 n. 39 

Paul of Samosata 89 

Pelagius, pope of Rome 6 

Pentecost 37 n. 153 

Persians 1, 6~9 

Peter, apostle 55, 93, 105, 121, 129, 
159, 71 

see of 7 

Peter the Fuller, patriarch of Antioch 
4 

Peter, general of Numidia (alias the 
patrician) 49, 51, 53 

Peter Mongus, patriarch of 
Alexandria 4n. 4 


Peter I, patriarch of Alexandria 188 n. 


4i 

Peter II, patriarchal candidate of 
Alexandria 169, 188 n. 41 

Peter, patriarch of Constantinople 29, 
24, 29, 37, 38, 77, 180 n. 49, 185 n. 
2,190 N. 39 

Philippikos Bardanes, emperor 30 

Phocas, emperor 6 

Photinus, father of Gregory the 
Secretary 55 

Photius, patriarch of Constantinople 


34nn. 130 & 194 
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Plato the patrician 53 

Phitinus, miller of the emperor 18, 157 

praefectus annonae 189 n. 15 

praepositus sacri cubicularn 189 n. 22 

praetorian prefect 153; see also eparch 
of the city 

praetorian prefecture (praetorium) 1109, 
159 

Prandiaria, prison of 189 n. 24 

primicerius of the notaries 53 

privy chamber 4g, 69, 71, 73 

protosecretary 153 

Ps,-Dionysius the Areopagite 3, 11, 14, 
16, 18, 20, 28, 30, 32 n. 122, 33, _ 
129, 143, I91 n. g 

Ps.-Hippolytus, bishop of Portus 
Romanus 21, 40, 145 

Pyrrhus, patriarch of Constantinople 
I, 12N. 42, 14, 15, 17-18, 20, 23, 
24, 26, 29, 59, 61, 67, 71, 81, 89, 
101, 176-7 nN. 10, 190 N. 39 


referendarit 179 N. 43 
Rome, bishop (pope) of 8, 24, 99, 123, 
159 
church of 5, 24, 121 
clergy of 23 
Roman empire 51, 73 
Romans 51, 73 
see of 63, 99 
Rufinus of Aquileia 29 


sacellarius 176 nn. 4 & 5, 189 n. 21 

Sacra 29 mn. 110 & 112 

Saracens 23, 34, 49; see also Arabs 

Satan 53, 61, 69, g1, 115 

scholastikos 189~4 n. 52 

senate of Constantinople 22, 49, 51, 
55, 69, 119, 178 n. 28 

Sergius Eucratas 61, 65, 67 

Sergius Magoudas 51, 53 

Sergius, patriarch of Constantinople 
3, 6-9, 12~14, 20, 26, 27, 29, 67, 81, 
8g, 101, 149, 190 nN. 39, 191 n. 13 

Severinus, pope ofRome 14, 15 n. 52 
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Severus, patriarch of Antioch 5, 11, 

QI, 127 
Severans 10, 186n. 13 
Severan bishops 11 

Slavs 7; see also Avar-Slavs 

Sophronius, patriarch of Jerusalem 3, 
7, 11-13, 25, 117, 178-9 n. 30, 
187 n. 24 

Spoudaei 41-2, 186-7 n. 3 

Stephania, wife of Pope Hadrian IT 34 

Stephen, monk 29 

Stephen (of Dora) 19, 26 

Stephen, son of John the cimiliarch 
26, 40, 141, 145; see also Stephen 
(of Dora) 

Stralegos 183 n. 48, 190 N. 31 

subaltern 53, 190 n. 31; see also 
Kandidatos 

symponos 183-4 Nn. 52 

synaxis 109, 117, 147, 155; Jee also 
hturgy, Byzantine 

synods, see councils 

Syrian/Leonine phrase Q, 27 


Tagmata 189 n. 20 

Takvert, fortress 187 n. 15 

tetransiton 157 

Thalassius, abbot 15 n. 52 

Thalassius, priest of Armenian 
monastery (Rome) 189 n. 42 

Theocharistos, priest 53 

Theodora, empress 5, 12 n. 36 

Theodore Askidas 5 

Theodore, bishop of Mopsuestia 5, 11 

Theodore Chila 53 

Theodore of Colonia (brother of 
Heraclius) 183 n. 48 

Theodore, legate of Ravenna 29 n. 
113 

Theodore of Pharan 9g, 20, 29-30 

Theodore, pope of Rome 1, 14, 18, 19, 
51; 53> 73 

Theodore, priest of the holy Lavra 
(Africa) 183 n. 42 
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Theodore, priest of Rome 29 n. 113 

‘Theodore, protosecretary 153 

Theodore Chila, son of John 53 

Theodore, son of Plutinus 2, 15, 21, 
41, 157, 159, 171 

Theodore Spudaeus 2, 21, 25, 26, 
36-8, 40-2, 151, 165, 186~7 n. 3, 
187 n. 23 

Theodoret, bishop of Cyrrhus 5, 11 

Theodosius, bishop of Caesarea 21, 
24, 27) 28, 30, 37 1. 152, 77-111, 
173, 188 n. 13 

Theodosius, consul of Constantinople 
77, 9Q, 105, 115, on. 3 

Theodosius of Gangra 2, 21, 25, 36, 
37, 40, 41, 133, 165, 186~7 n. 3, 
187 n. 22, 188 n. 10 

Theodosius, patriarch of Alexandria 
12n. 36 

Theodosian party 5, 12, 179 n. 33 
theopaschism 4 
theopaschite formula 3-5, 11 

Theophanes, chronographer 7 n. 11, 
42 

Theotokos 11; see also Mary; Mother 
of God - 

Thomas, Father 51, 53 

Three Chapters controversy 5, 6 

Timothy Aelurus 28 n. 108, 93 

Trisagion 4 

Troilus, patrician 53, 61, 67, 69, 73, 
10717 

True Cross 6, 7 

Trullanum 4gn.1 

Turrianus, Francescus 41 n. 170 


Valens, emperor 190 n. 41 

Victor of Tunnuna 6n. 10 

Vigilitus, pope of Rome 5, 6,9 

Vitalian, pope of Rome 24-5, 
185 n. 4 


Zacharias, bishop of Anagni 34n. 130 
Zeno, emperor 47. 4 


